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BY THE 


f KA N 5 L.& 5 R. 


Ir is . to certain periods gf- - 


the world, to furniſh the moſt 


ample ſtock of materials for the com- 
poſition of hiſtory. This has neceſſa- 


rily occurred, when literature was zin 


| its higheſt ſtate of improvement, and 
men ſeemed to have arrived at all the 
politeneſs and refinement that civiliza- 
tion can beſtow. The remark has fre- 


! 


quently been applied to the age of 
Cicero. During that period, it was 
7 5 „ / 


— = — _ 


eme of "theſe TR 


 ctiſtomary with the gr 
in the ſtate, to dompbſe memoits of 
their own tranſactiofls, and, in addition 


ateſt characters 


to this channel for the preſervation 'of 
fats; we have a large collection of the 
epiſtolary eorreſpondence of Cicero; 


and others. If the commentaries: of 
their leaders have periſhed, it is from 
hence however,; and from certain other 


uetonius and 


Dien haue dtawvn their ample tock uf 


information. Thus we are acquaint- 
ed in the moſt intimate mani WAY 


the characters, the virtues and defects 


of Cicero and Cato, of Pompey and 
Cæſar, of Lucullus and Marcellus, of 
Gathus and Brutus; and it has 1 | 


lila, ſome what hyperbolically, that, of 
ges, we might 
A n even 


DNA OR v 


even make an accurate journal, of ſey 
veral years o of their lives. 181 E 9 2 
Bolt; happened, in the inſtance to 
which we allude, that no period of 
whether; we conſider the qualifications 
of the men, or the admirable nature of 
the ſtruggle for expiring liberty. A 
period of another ſort, not leſs unique 
and extraordinary, ſeems likely to oc- 

cur in the preſent ſituation of our Gal 
lio neighbours. Liberty, acquired in 
the face of a Landing army; acquired, 
as it were, in the natural courſe of 
things, and without a ſtruggle; ac- 
quired by the ſingle influence of gra- 
dual illumination and truth, upon the 
| e of man kind ; ; acquired by the 
agy2 A 4 un- 


PRE FACE; 
ed inhabitants of Aa | Juxurjous 


. 
* 
es 
. * 4 
- „ 
1 „ "A 
p : 


altogether unexampled. in che hiſtory 
of the World. The virtue, the una- 
nimity, the perſeverance, of this gal- 
lant people ; the rank they have al- 
ready | held, as the dictators of elegant 
manners and elegant literature to man- 
kind; their Gtuation,. which naturally 
renders them the centre and ſoul, as it 
: were, of the European powers, all com- | 
HT mand. and obtain our deepeſt attention; . 
5 It is therefore fortunate, that, in this | 
| inftance; the publicity of their debates, 


abt the multitude of intereſting pub 
lications, which are daily proceeding 


N. 22 


| from their preſs, ſeem likely to furniſh 


v4 $733 


a maß of. . hiſtorical materials, that, has 


ere been — 
r The 


be publica | 
gether unparalleled in in the age of Ci- 

cero, and is certainly not leſs worthy 
our attention, than the mo! admired 
pr Xduthons of that period. The molt 
con \iderable character which the rero- 
| Kition of Pra rance has yet t exhibited, has 


LN 6 3 * 


the characters of himſelf and bie con- | 
temporaries; ; and he Has certainly aim- al 
ed at impartiality ; with what ſuccels, 
we dare not, at this diſtance from the 
ſcene of action, take n us to > Pro- 
S i 90a 


” I 
„ 7 * 4 8 
1 45 : E. FE , 


© he Character of he! count "gp Mi- 


rabeau has greatly riſen 1 upon the world 
en, +50 fittings of che battongk af 
D. 8 jg "> Teeny: 


* 


ſemdly. Partially known to the inh 
bitants of Europe, he. encountered 
conſiderable diſadvantages. Poverty 
WAS, Dot among the leaſt, of theſe; 

and to a poor nobleman, wie are apt 
tag generally to affix the ideas of ſer- 
vility, pliableneſs, and the ſpirit of an 
adventurer. The ſtyle of his produe- 
obſcure . His firſt publications, though 

not deſtitute of merit, were unworthy | 
of the g reatneſs of his mind, and were. 


ſuppoſed to clothe common ideas in 


pompous and ſounding language. Their 
author was alſo frequently liable to 
the charge of glaring inconſiſtency. 


He penetrated into the ſecrets of the. 
| | "Os 


«1013 


ian court, and recommended 6 
far” to Prince Henry and others un- 
der the guiſe of friendſhip,” and im- 
miediately after thought proper to pub- 
iſh their weakneſſes to the world. 
He profeſſed, in the ſtrongeſt phraſes 
that Janguage could furniſh, his admi- 
ration and attachment to the character 
of Mr. de Calonne; and then made a 

virulent and unqualified attack upon 
him from the preſs, which had its 
ſhare in contributing to his fall. The 
count de Mirabeau endeavours to ex- 
plain this feature in the preſent pub- 
lication, from his extreme and un- 
bounded love of truth; and, if we 

attend to his remarks upon the ſub⸗ 
. we ſhall e the ſolu- 
1019 | tion 


= 


Hike ADATAI AT 
xii PREFACE; 
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tion to che. pla plauſible, if gf ſatisfac- 


1018 * 


35 ; 
r. ene e een ee ods 


144 


gr it wäs for the ED ſeene of'a 
Popular aſſembly, that the genius of 
Mi rabeau was particularly formed. 
Here the abilities of men are brought 


0. ah ircefitible teſt, and he, who' Can 


Lis T6 Hate 


part fi rom tack” 4 trial with' Addi 


1 


8 


"tional honour, | muſt bs acknowledged 


2 * 


| els no mean claims to our ap- 


10 


* In this ſcene, our author Has 


IV O97 0775; 221 1 


gradual ly riſen higher in the : public | 
eſtimation, : and ,one by « one has van- ; 
quilhed and outſtripped his contem- 


: _ poritjes and rivals. | 3 might per. 
haps have been expected, that Fre rance 


1 4 2 


ſhould have produced in Tach a crifis 


1d phalanx of geniuſes of the firſt order ; 
| 9 but 


PR E E ACE. © WE 


T23A.4T14 149 117 
but the fact is, 4 Mirzbiay occujiics 
a region, to which ho other tember of 
the ſtates- general has aſcended. If 

ve, ſhould think proper to amuſe 
_ ourſelves, with contraſting his quali- 
fications with thoſe of the parlia- 
mentary leaders in our own country, 
and, if we ſhould judge him, i in any reſ- 
pet, their inferior, we are bound, at leaſt, | 
ton recollect, that he excels in | that ap- 
plication. of philoſophy, and general 
principles to the ſcience of politics, | 
| Which ſeems abſolutely unknown with- 
m the walls of the Britiſh parliament. 
In faying this, we allude to his prin- 


15 


ples upon trade, taxation, and ſeve- 
ral other of the moſt conſi derable ob- 


7 
ie ; yo. 3988 ec | 


[Jes of of political ſejence. 


v bluyod) 
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viy⸗ P R E FA O E. 


But, if the members of the EY 
ſent national aſſembly be not, ir 0 
reſpec,” od the” conſummate characters £1 
we Cbuld have defired;" it muſt at i 
wo leaſt be a E acknowledged, that there is 
= > quantity of ability diffuſed mn ? 
| them, that will ſeldom be nee 
in ably parallel inſtance. Our author 


has Undettaken to delineate | thitty- 


one perſonages; and, in this li, 
though he has certainly exerted. 
Cline degree of ſeverity, it wal” 
cafily be ſeen, that there are not more 
than ſix that can be ſuppoſed to be. 
altogether deſtitute of ability *; Win 
it e be granted, that the: ann 


1 
8 
; 
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0 * The aeekbilhop of paris the duke de — Ib; 
court, the prince de Poix, and meflicurs LSB: 1. 


Montmorin, and F — e = 
| ont > ; 3 ' of ; 


* 


of ſome of them do not ſeem alt- 
gether fitted for the ſcene in Which 
they are to act. It is alſo. to be con- 
ſidered, that, from accident. or other 7 
cauſes, ſome of the moſt accompliſh- | 
ed characters in the French nation, 
among whom we would mention the 
marquis de Condorcet, and abbe Ray- 
nal, are not in the lift of the national 
aſlembly. 45 3 


We have only. to add, that the notes 
of the author are printed at the end of 
the. yolume ; and that, if any errors 
be diſcovered in the hiſtorical refer- 
_ ences. at the bottom of the page, they | 
are imputable to the tranflator. The 
tranſlator has alſo taken the liberty 
of arranging the characters i in an order, 


. 1 differ- 
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who ſhall take the 


from that of 
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conſult 
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to. 
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I * wok ern 8 ad 

with the Aacirical , mee, of the 
error. te 15 | the intention of the, writer, 
to afhſt in illuminating the national 


— ww * 


confidence ; to point out to ber the per- 
ſons upon whoſe exertions the may fear- 
leſsly repoſe herſelf, and the. perſons who, 
if too deeply. truſted, may lead her into 
misfortune. It will be idle 40- pretend, 

| that influence and intrigue, had. not their 

ſhare 1 in the late elections. The delegates 

of the general- will have all of them near- 
Jy. the ſame powers, but do not all poſ- 
ſeſs the ſame ability, the. ſame. degree of / 


Vor. I. n thoſe 


i ANTRODUCTION. 


thoſe, qualities, upon which their, oo 
tuents ſhould place reliance, nor * 
the ſatne antereſt in giving effect to the 
general will. Of how much importance 
therefore -ought it to be ſappoſed, that 
wet ſlivuld be fully acquainted with the 
merits of thoſe, to whom' we have confidea 
ot "tiny 7 Tf they be üncere lovets"&f 
cheik eduntry, they will rejoice in the 
Abe cf this Küsbeiedtge, Abd eit 
a Hy, Wirkt che celebrated Athenian, we . 

"Un delighted” to find that my ſtate Has 
* ko boat of fo many abſer citizens han 
4 myfelf! a their feelings be of az 


SöGeher 1 fort,” what otbestanee do we owe 


them? Indeed, upon every ſuppoſition, 
18 it to PEPE confiderations, that We 


Da be expected to Rerißce for a me. 
ment the welfare of the late? e 


AAo 1 1 MK... 2907 
A . We 


ANPRONUCTION. Ax 


we deem it of ſome conſequence to 
mention here an idea, which, indeed, is 
not new, but the application of which is 
made ſo often as its utility: would re- 

quire. 4 For the object we have in n 
it is enough to conſider men under the 
two; heads, of the talents and the diſpo- 
ſitions, neceſſary in the preſent memor- 
abc tranſaction. A ſound underſtand- 
ing, an unqueſtionable fortitude, the pure 
love of one's country, the knowledge of 
her true intereſts, a native, eloquence, 
an immutable adherence to true Princi- 
ples—theſe are the things we require in 
a deputy, whatever order of the ſtate he 
may be called to repreſent; but for the 
reſt, to take notice, that Kaunitz bas 
certain ſingular peculiarities; 3 that Mr. 
Charles Fox loves buſineſs les chan be 


loves pleaſure; that prince Potemkin 
* 2 2 never 


& mTRODUCTION. 


16 | 2 


fever adopts” his ifs or preſent "affalts, 
without thinking how it maß influence 
the pertnaneney of his power; all this" 


$1FY 2g 


a will 1555 ; totally pore 2 


miſhes, appear to ſerve their” country 


2111 


with honour and ſucceſs. In the 7 


1 11 211 12395112 


ſent caſe therefore we abjure all : ap- 


© 47-» 6 


plication, every ſort of perſonality, ſecure 
that we have faid enough for the inform . 


01 J 


ation of the enlightened reader, anc 
1 5 8 10 


that it is ſoperluous to ſpeak | to the 


F ; T9 417 Fi 284 
| ; E- 
f reſt. ! 


FER may cry out as much as * 4 
Will againſt the multiplicity. - of pam- 
phlets; and the licentiouſneſs of the preſs; 
it is to our free preſs, that we are in- 
debted for the happineſs of beginning 
to be men; it is in the peruſal of cer- 
Aid "£35 „ 


INTRODUCTION. xi 


tain works, that my countrymen, have ſaid 
to t themſelyes, © There is then, a por- 
tion of true penetration ad of honeſt 


341 3f1 


philanthropy, among us; and accord - 
ingly the flame has been encouraged and 


extended. At preſent, if a man be will- 
ing to aſſert certain truths, and to pub- 
liſn his diſcoveries to the world, he may 
be almoſt mathematically certain of bay- 
ing bis ideas protected and vindicated, 
be the great body of the virtuous and 
the wiſe. Accordingly, our courage is re- 
vived ; our energy is redoubled ; we 
ſhake off the reſtraint of prejudice; we 
deliver ourſelves from the yoke of mi- 
niſterial deſpotiſm, which was accuſtom- 
ed equally to conſign to the horrors of 
the dungeon the man who aſſerted the 
5 great principles of truth, and the man 
Who abuſed. the art of printing for the 
1181 3 : diſ- 


ag E. 3 o » a CTY * - 8 A 4 5 
xi: INNO DUO NOx. 
XX N DOA 1 4 


diemination of calumny; and wie eſta⸗ 


bliſh che irre ſiſtible empire of mind upon 
ev everlaſting) and: unalterable foundations. 
Aro 8 £11071 A won 87 ft V1 

It is without doubt anpofibe.n to 11055 
nounce what will be the reſult of the 


ſtates: general; but whatever they Uo, 
and ſhould they be diſſolved to-morrotb, 


the revolution is made. Let no miniſter 
kereafter hope to dra over Bis opera- 
tiohs the veil of myſtery, to borrow mo- 
ney by addreſs and indirection, or to im- 
poſe taxes without the people's pereelv. 
ing it. Every miniſterial meaſure will 


be analyſed, win be proved beneficial 6+ 


wwjurious, will be conſecrated or rejected 


weer pie, Peſfiotity 10d 


accompliſhment. Henceforth the buſi- 
neſs will be to govern men, who are not 
jan of the neceſſity of ſubordina- 


£ tion 5 


43 


6 v» 


ſatisfied; that the office of authority is; 


to execute the laws; and not to utter ar- 


bitrary mandates, flowing from a weak 
and gehe <A Ae 2c 11 


3 t« «(ji } EI ono 


efhorfiequent meeting of essen 
a dembay, will teach us to know who they 
are; that are capable of rendering uſeful 
ſervice. The choice of a miniſter: will 
no longer be announced from the receſſes 
of a ſeraglio; men who hold the firſt 
offices of government, will no longer de- 
volve their truſt upon others; they will, 
at leaſt, bring with them to the council 
of the ſovereign ſome previous qualifica- 
tions nor. ſhall we behold perſons to- 


tally unknown, introduced by a ſort of 


magic into the legiſlative aſſembly, juſt 
as at the opera, we ſee all on a ſudden 
2 OL a god 


i, 


ax INTRODUCTION. 


a gad arrive in his car; to Kin mende 


mee dea baneiments of * en Mt 


100. 30010 Tt 10 „ 1180 33 f bg 1811 
IP \ $0 


9 his Gallery will 1 preſent the 
Portraits of the men who may diſtinguiſh 
themſelves upon. the public theatre, a and 
will. rye the ee of a clue to | him, 


ee -T be nc) 15 3 always 


j 


2 


to be found, in the character of thoſe N 


whom intrigue has thruſt into the vortex 
of affairs, or whom the executive Power 
entruſts with the exerciſe of its func- 


8 4 - » = 4 o , ö 
| 7 TH 7 "io, 
T. 


. certain Letters, adqreſſed ten years 


Ti 17 


been attentively read, Mr. de Brienne 


would neyer have been called to the 


91 £F 


15 | | 
belm o affairs; and his wretched "a 


ago | to the late Biſhop of Autun, had 


IH 22105 oer 7 5 er 
a6 A 
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abſurdi7ndminifiration would never have. 
renderet!/neceſſary a proceeding, eſſen- 
tial indeed to our welfare, but brought 
on too early, and accompanied; with too 
en er and precaution.. 


Kings, ee, preſiding heads of An 
nary. governments! | believe at length this 
unqueſtionable maxim, That truth wilt 
never Teach the throne, if it be not con- 
veyed on the wings of liberty! What- 
ever may be alledged againſt this Prin- 
ciple'; however real may be the abuſes 
to Wllich it is expoſed ; whatever ſpecious 
reaſonings may be directed againſt its 
reality, truſt. them not, and leave the 
communications of men as free as their 
thoughts. The calumniator i is ſufficiently 
puniſhed in the abhorrence of mankind, 
without the laws deigning to fix a figs | 

upon! him; and the impotent efforts that 


JS 
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are often employed for that purpoſe, ſerve 
only, to give a momentary! pdpularity 
to works, which would otherwiſe have 
periſhed in the obſcurity that engender- 
&d.qbem... rt phetz 
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IX AMBRA. Count de Mirabcau 
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O De Pompignan, 4rchbiſhop of Viems) 


T HIS reſpectable citizen ſerves his 


country as he has ſerved his God. 
He terminates his long career with 


| ſtill more bur than he commenced it. 
The extreme of zeal verges upon fanaticiſm; 
but, in this brilliant and tempeſtuous pe- 
riod, Francus has diſplayed the moderation 
of a ſtateſman, and the patriotic warmch 


of an 9 citizen. 


B Science 


Science is a a magazine, which we have 
recourſe in neceſſity. It rarely happens, 
that a man has not, in the courſe of his life, 
occaſion to employ this precious fund; and 
without it he can ſeldom riſe. to extraordi- 
nary excellence. Wit enables a man to 
dazzle; natural eloquence inſures his per- 
ſonal ſuccefs ; but it is only by connected 
views, and the judicious uſe of experience, 
that a durable revolution be eflacted in 


human opinions. 
That which ought to give new  oflre to 


the character of Francus, is, that he has 
always eagerly defended the ſacred princi- 
ples of religion, and cared comparatively 
little about the ambitious prerogatives of 
his order; that he has been much of a cler- 
gyman, and little of a prelate. i 

Blameleſs manners, tried diſintereſted- 

neſs, unaffected modeſty, the contempt of 


all ambitious weakneſs, the conſtant ſhare 
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that the poor have enjoyed in his revenues, 
are powerful recommendations to the ſe- 


vere ſcrutiny of poſterity. Such have been 


the claims of Franeus for a period of forty 
years. Sarcafm' and raillery have long 
purſued him; but even they have reſpect- 
ed his morality and the ſobriety af his con- 
duct. Tt is not, that during 2 critical 


period * he filled the chair of the national 


aſſembly; it is the firm and prudent con- 
duct, that he obſerved in the province of 
Dauphin in the midſt of diſturbance and 
confuſion, that has entitled him to our eu- 


logium. In Bretagne, in Provence, in 


Franche Comte, government was accuſo 


tomed to commotion; in the province 
where Francus reſided, it was unexampled, 


and men were not in eee to 
encounter it. | 2 . 
* From the 2 to the 18 of July: 


1707 ;,, m_ 


4 5 


Francus has tranferred to his country 5 
. zeal that animated him for his 
flock; and has thus gained to himſelf the 
ſuffrages of men; by whom his character 
had till then been miſtaken. The cler- 
gy are now compelled to abdicate their 
claims. In vain they endeavour to en- 
counter the force of reaſon with th cir /an- 
tiquated titles; they feel that the moment 
of order is arrived, and they are contented 
to appear to yield to their country, what 
in reality they POE” to the nee dic. 
* 
We wðilk not undertake” to ee 1 
ubm the abilities of Francus, though we 

R ve ſufficient feaſon to found a prepoſſeſ- 
fön in their favour. But we aſſert, without 
fear of edfitradidtion, the purity of his mo- 
rals. This merit is now become ſo rare 
among the clergy, that it is not poſſible to 


exceed in the tribute of our applauſe. It 
R t 9 would 
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would even ſeem; thar thoſe ptcltived; who 
by the nature of their ſees are called to po- 
litical power, affect an indifference to pro- 
feſſional decorum, which affords à pre- 
ſumption, rather of the depravity of their 
hearts, than of the force of their under- 
ſtanding. | . 
Act this time of day a man is inexcuſable, 
who does not feel the force of general po- 
litical principles. Theſe principles are ſo 
few, ſo ſimple, ſo evident; they have been 
developed ſo often and in ſo many different 
ways; that you have only to follow the 
ſtandard of a certain number of enlightened 
and ſuperior minds, to be ſure of not going 
wrong. This is the mode that Francus 
has adopted; and the applauſe of mankind 
will attend upon his progreſs, if indeed the 
applauſe of mankind be in any degree the 
ö OR" of his NO | 
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Doi Gp 
"GS 7 ” (De Fuign, Archbiſhop of Paris) 11 A451 
wat lad guage, Mathan, for a prieft of heaven®? 


| THERE i 18 a ſort of men, 1 who. can never 
wander one ſtep from the beaten path with 
impunity. When heaven denies us a cer 
tain degree of ability, eternal filence 1 is our 
prudence a and our duty. What an unlucky 
wretch was Junius, to have broken this 
filence i in the midſt of the late elections ? 
What angel of darkneſs induced him to 
light up the torch of diſcordꝰ 55 85 
| Junius i is one of thoſe wiſe and honour- 
able men, of whom with much ado you 
may make an archbiſhop; and one of thoſe 
common place archbiſhops, who make the 
worſt ſtateſmen in the world. Kings are 
| ſtrangely unkind to perſons of a certain 


he . quote Mathan, d' un pretre eſt-ce la le lan- 
gage ED | Racine. 
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ſtamp, when they confer upon them diſ- 


tinguiſhed ſtations; and fate is ſtill more 
unkind, when ſhe. draws them out of theſe 
ſtations to diſplay talents that they do not 


r U . 


Chriſtopher de Beaumont 35 upright and 


| DPW, benevolent and perſecuting, 
of little learning, but chuſing his co-ope- 
rators with a certain felicity of diſcernment, 
deſerved and acquired the loye of his dioce- 
ſans. He was unalterable in his principles; 
he was furious and inexorable in his zeal 


but he ſhut up that zeal within the limits 


that his office preſcribed him. 


Junius, on the other hand, had acquired 


no fame, had excited no envy, had afford- 
ed no food for the tooth of calumny; £ and 
yet all at once he ſees himſelf the devoted 
object of popular execration. Why is 


this? It is, that, as a prelate, men reckon- | 


 # Predeceffor to the pieſdilt archbiſhop of Paris. t 


ed him for nothing, and he was forgiven; 
but they could not excuſe him for quitting 
this nothingneſs, to paſs at once into * 
violence of feudal tananciſm, 5 15 155); 
A prudent intention led him to canvas 
for a ſeat in the national afſembly. It was 
without doubt the beſt method he-could 
adopt, to repair the errors he had commit- 
ted, and to draw a veil over that fatal elee- 
| tion, where, by the extraordinary aſſump- 
tion of ſuch a multiplicity of powers, he 
had thrown a fort of deriſion upon an au- 
guſt choice, in which perfect liberty ought. 
to have been the moſt eſſential ingredient. 
As to the imprudent ſtep he took with 
reſpect to the king, his motive excuſes 
him. But the object purſued, and the 
| circumſtances attending it, rendered it ex- 
tremely mal-a-propos, and the people went 
near to punith it with too much ſeverity. 


The ſudden change of conduct that fol- 
Hl 4 FO = a lowed 


SW) 

lowed: it, ſhewed it in a light ſtill more un- 
' favourable. The only concluſion we draw 
from this ſeries of contradictions, is, to re- 
fle& on the cruel neceſſity under which a 
man labours, (when he is unable to give to 
his conduct a conſiſtent and judicious form) 
of yielding to every tranſient impulſe, and 
being ue by w. faſhion and 
caprice. | 
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ee Bagel, | be 'f 8 one f the 
Her Members of the French Academy.) | 


"THE" moſt amiable manners and the 
gen htleft diſpofttions characteriſe Guelbofin. 
He fears the tempeſtuouſneſs of a revolu- 
tion; all his vows are in favour of peace. 
France in its preſent form, is in his opinion 
the bet of all poſſible kingdoms. Can a man 
complain of a government, that gives him 

rank and eſtimation, and a revenue of 5 
Zoo,; ooo livres“? What can be ſubſti- 
tuted in the room of a policy, ſo regular 
and beautiful, where whatever is, is right? 
He lives in Paris ſurrounded with the 
graces of luxury and the charms of friend- 
_ ſhip; he quits it for a moment, and his 
ſenſes are regaled with the homage and 


SERENE 


oth of a province; he returns load- 
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ed with affairs, which reduce him to the 
agreeable . neceſſity of playing a part in 
drawing · rooms and the cloſet, Who would 
riſk ſo delightful a ſituation to plunge into 
the horrors of a civil war? No, no; the 
uſe of ſuperior talents is to enable their 
poſſeſſor, to fix the roots of his felicity in 
the deepeſt foil, and to ſpread out its 
branches in every direction. 

The ambition of Guelboſin is tranquil, 
but indefatigable. He fixes one object in 
his mind, and determines to obtain that. 
Another man would ſurmount in a day the 
interval between; Guelboſin advances every 
day a ſtep. This flow and prudent pro- 
ceeding excites no active jealouſy in his 
rivals, and does not irritate them to oppoſe 
his advancement. You will ſay perhaps, 
Muſt not ambition be ſatisfied, when it has 
reached the object it propoſed ro irfelf ? 
No: we ſoon grow familiar with the place 

We 


we occupy; we glance an obſerving eye 
upon our merit; we muſter in our imagi- 
nation the good deeds we have performed, 
and above all we conjure up thoſe that we 
ſhalb perform. We repeat to ourſelves, that 
reputation is the flame upon the altar; 
ceaſe to feed it; and it expires. Vielding 
to the influence of | theſe various motives, 
we endeavour to add ne luſtre: to our ca- 
reer, and place no other bound to our hopes 
of advancement, than that which is pre- 
ſeribed by the nature of 1 or nie 7 
tutions of our country. ogy 
Sauelboſin is a 3 aſs 10 Ls . 
celebrated order, which conſtitutes among 
us a nation within a nation, which has one 
alternative conſtantly in view; they muſt 
either act upon intereſts ſeparate from tge 
general intereſts, or they muſt ceaſe to exiſt. 
Though his natural talents be of no com- 
adde the conſtant adoption 
1 - | OR | of 


10 3 

of an error has converted itſolf in his mind 
into certainty, and he honeſtly believes, that 
the actual conſtitution of the clergy is wiſe, 
political, and eſſential to the ſupport of a 
monarehy. With an amiable and mode“ 
rate character and a lucid elocution, he has 
ſupported this opinion with more ſucceſs, 
than could ever have ſprung from the ve- 
hemence of enthuſiaſtic energy, or the 

ſuperciliouſneſs of dictatorial pride. 
1 he moſt unaccountable thing is, [tow 
Guelboſin has prevailed upon himſelf to 
become the partiſan of a man, for whom 
he can not only entertain no eſteem, but | 
whom he can no longer conſider as in any 
way reſpectable. It is, that, to retract 
our firſt declaration, is to acknowledge 
ourſelves fallible, and ſeems, when a man 
is deſirous of filling a certain character: 
to be putting arms into the hands of our 
adverſary, Were 1 it not for this apprehen- 

. ſion, 


ſion, Guelboſin would abjure a connexion, 
that, ſince the maſk has been torn away 
from the hypoctite whoſe impoſtures had 
ſo long been ſucceſsful, will tarniſh the 
glory of every man that adheres to it. 
Suelboſin will not be a mere negative 
quantity in the national aſſembly. He 
will ſuggeſt uſeful hints, but he will, not 
defend them with courage. In the diffe- 
rent committees he will clear up what is 


5 doubtful, but he will never open a new 
SE career of policy. He will never ſell, him- 
E ſelf to the court, but he will endeavour to 


| . reconcile her intereſts. and the intereſts of 
5 the people, and will be idle enough <0 
| ———— he undertakes a poſſibility. He 
= 3 * propoſe pecuniary ſacrifices of a tem- 
* I ” ry nature, but he will not renounce. 
for ever, privileges, uſurped upon the 
public, and incompatible with ſocial order. 


He will Gipley the virtues of an honeft 
man, 


man, but not the character of a citizen 
ready to die for his country. -/ 201; 3908541591 
The province, of which Fol has thoiads 
_ miniſtration, gives teſtimony to the gene- 
rofity of his procedures, and the/purity:of 
his intentions. He declined to exchange 


it for a better, and probably will not quit 


it, but for the office of miniſter; if the 
office of miniſter ſhall ever hereafter be 
what we have ſeen it, a conſiderable branch 
lopped away from the ſovereign power. 
Without wandering in the boundleſs field 
of political conjecture, we may however 
venture to predict, that the reſponſibility 

of office will prove a check to the ambiti- 
_ ous, and that men, deſirous of graſping. 
at dignity and influence, will recöllect 
with no complacent feelings, that they are 
to be watched over by twelve hundred de- 


puties of the people _ F rance. 
. ' Add 


<6 


Jle diſpoſition! ſooner give way to 
elove of repoſe, than thoſe ſouls of fire, 
that are turbulent and ungovernable even 
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dd to this, that men of a mild and 
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AMOENUS has thoſe attentios exter- 
nals, which give an embelliſhment to virtue. 
The firſt inſtrument of his ſucceſs has been 
an excellent underſtanding. Criticiſing 
men with indulgence, and judging of 
events with ſobriety, he has found the 

golden mean, which conſtitutes the cha- 
racter of a genuine ſage. There is a cer- 
tain degree of perfection, that exiſts only 
in the imagination ; and there is a fort of 
ſublimity in deſiring to realiſe it. But 
theſe brilliant efforts produce only a tem- 
porary approbation; no benefit follows 
| upon 'their exertion, and the very men; 
who applauded, learn to deſpiſe them. 
A ſound underſtanding deſpiſes every thing 
gaudy and glittering ; acquainted with the 

C limits 


limits of human capacity, it does not in- 
dulge to the viſionary hope, of extending 
them beyond the bounds, that experience 
has-preſcribed and nature has dictated. 
Amoenus does not conſidera folid repu- 
tation as the work of a day. Such an 
ephemeron, growing at once to a prodigi- 
dus ſize, from the moment it has attained 
its untimely maturity, decays, and falls 
away, and involves in its fall the fortune 
. and tranquility of its poſſeſſor. Amoenus 
will ſucceed in all his deſigns, becauſe he 
will watch the moments that fortune infal- 
iy utter, and not endervour to infuſe 
violence upon her. Every ſtep of his ad- 
vancement will be accompanied with the 
diſplay of a new talent; and proceeding 
from ſucceſs to ſucceſs, he will unite in 
his favour that body of ſuffrages, which 


point a man out, as the perſon 15 that muſt 
ie 4 8 8 f. Fa LIE 42 1 94 SE 31, receſs 
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bergie be called to fill the groat a 
tions that may become vacant. 
Envy, which rarely admits the exiſtence 
af an untarniſhed excellence, has replied 
to theſe eulogies, that Amoenus wants that 
energy of character, which burſts through 
the reſtraint of obſtacles, and without 
which a man cannot render eſſential public 
ſervice. I aſk, in the firſt place, whether 
we do not deceive ourſelves by the words 
chara#ter'and individuality, and whether this 
energy that excites our admiration, in rea- 
lity does much for the happineſs ef the 
world? Suppoſing that, in certain critical 
moments, it has triumphed over intrepidity 
and reſolution; is that always defirable? 
But I ſtop myſelf. Some readers will per- 
haps imagine, that I confound conſtancy, 
ſtability and the tenaciouſneſs of virtue, 
uith violence, enthuſiaſm and rage. Amoe- 


mus gives way to circumſtances and pru- 
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dential conſiderations; and thinks himſelf 
at liberty to offer ſome ſacrifices to peace, 
without violating the principles that are 
the baſis of his morality and his conduct. 
He has the advantage of an engag- 
ing character, a prepoſſeſſing figure, and 
amiable manners. So many recommend- 
ations are calculated to ſhock and to 
mortify. What can be more intolerable, 
than a e who takes it in his head to 
unite them with the uſeful chance of an 
honourable birth, and the eſſential qualities 
of an elevated ſoul? of conſequence we 
Tonfole ourſelves by hunting after defects. 
We find a weakneſs or a peculiarity, and 
upon an emergency can metamorphoſe this 
into ſomething of greater importance. 
What are we to expect from Amoenus in 
the ſtates general? Nothing, or as good 
as nothing, if he conform to the imaginary 
intereſts of his order; ſomething great 
„ 3 „ e 


9 

undd illuſtrious, if he act from himſelf, it 
he penetrate his ſoul with this great truth, 
that in the national aſſembly every mem- 
ber is a citizen. He, who drew u of certain 
Articles of | Inſtructions, has the vigour 
neceſſary to give a deciſive W to Ins 
—_— and advice. ang aid | 

It has been charged upon Amoenus as a 
defect, that he has maintained his adhe- 
rence to a miniſter in diſgrace.“ He ne- 
ver ſhut his eyes upon failings, which on 
the contrary he more than once took the 
opportunity to correct; and he did juſtice 
to talents, the loſs of which he ſo much 
the more deeply regretted, as he was more 
| perfectly acquainted with their energy and 
extent. It is the incident of every day, 
that we diſcover the defects of our friends; 
we. lament them; we counteract them; 


e M. de Calonne, ex · controller general 
-6nances, now reſident in England. 
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ind when events precipitate their poſſeſſors 
from the throne of favour, we conſole 
them, we defend them, and we endeavour 
to create for them an occaſion of reaſſerting 
that reputation, which for a moment inn 
been tarniſhed, r 
Amoenus underſtands n too wit 
to be the dupe of commendation. If he 
ſmile upon the illuſions of friendſhip, he 
repulſes with diſguſt the miſrepreſentations 
of flattery. But this" is not the only road 
chat impoſture has diſcovered for itſelf; 
and, if Amoenus effected the detection a 
Little too late, he will however never _ 
eee ee | 1 
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* Tj 1s not nd i thats 2 man, . 
Fee have been preſerved unworn, and 
who for thirty years has enriched his mind 
by uſeful ſtudy and philoſophical conver- | 
ſation, who apprehends a ſubject ſtrongly, 
confiders it, fathoms it, views it on all 
ſides, and then brings it out in all its 
ſtrength, —it is not ſurpriſing that ſuch a 
man ſhould have a mob of admirers. 
The novelty of the exhibition is ſtriking, 
and the exploſion of a talent, which, long 
concealed, at length appears in all its ſplen- 
dour, arreſts attention and extorts applauſe. 

| Scyros poſſeſſes every talent that is 
pleaſing to the bulk of readers. His ſtyle 
is nervous, his tone deciſive, his aſſertions 

bold, his thoughts new, his opinions ac- 
| M4 com- 
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eqmmadated to the reigning taſte, He 
takes advantage of the,curiofity his ſubject 
excited and he convinces readers, that 
were already deſirous to be convinced. 
Full of admiration, it would be barbarous 
and unjuſt to arraign our firſt judgment; 
to examine, whether the ſtyle, that Was. 
fo nervous, was equally clear; whether 
the tone, that was ſo deciſive, kept pace 
with reaſon and truth; whether the aſſer- 
tions flowed from an heated imagination, 
or were but branches growing out of a re- 
gularfand connected ſyſtem; whether the 
| thoughts: had ſolidity as well as ſplendour, 
truth as well as brilliancy, juſtice as well 
as force; whether the opinions were the 
reſult of reflection and conviction, or were 
the, ſecret impulſe of a perſonal intereſt, 
which: diſpoſes of our ſentiments when we 
ſcareely ſuſpect i it. 

eee eee with his fiſt "EY 
and in perſuaded, that, when one is gene- 


rally 


6 
rally read, one is univerſally admired. 
Hence that profound eſteem for himſelf, 
that looks with contempt upon every rival; 
hence that deſpotical tyranny over the ſen- 
timents of others, which forms ſo pleaſant 
a contraſt to the cauſe in which he is enga- 
ged; hence that arrogant aſſumption, 
which, it is true, ſometimes accompanies 
genuine ability, but which always cauſes 
mankind to repent of the eulogiums they 
heſtowed upon an intellectual deſpot. | 

Scyros has that auſterity of manners, 
which mature age requires in a profeſſion, 
that does not pardon ſo much as juvenile 
errors. He has that ruggedneſs of cha- 
racter, that ſprings from a ruſtic educa- 
tion; he has that haughtineſs, which ariſes 

from a new. acquired reputation. Nature, 
impartial in her diſtribution, has denied 
to Scyros the faculty of ſpeaking. His 
voice is thin, his geſture inſignificant, his | 
29 expreſſion 


n) 


enpreſſion flow, his conception difficult, 
bis method unintelligible; he is incapable 
of ardent and animated language, and he 
eee of dort vo" ene rey" of 
. 150 ,195t te ,9505t got eto 
Very reſpectable "—_ have Sal 
66d, "that the principal merit of Sey ros has 
been, to publiſh indigeſted truths, which,” 
in e month of January 1789, reached 
the extremity of Gallic daring.” Scyros 
pretends, that all the pamphlets, which 


have ſince appeared, contain nothing but 
his the oughts, drawn into yy . ue 


es lf? 


ble and unergetie. | 
54 Who ſhall decide when doors Aiſagree * „ ; 


4 7 


©. * 


£365 ait 
+ - Bur l am a half inclined to believe, or at 
leaft l I muſt be permitted to ſuſpect, that 


M4 14 & $28) 1 ; 


Seyr ros 15 a n mere bubble, ſupported. with 


r dien aolaun acer 08 tantas componere lites. 
| Vie. 
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6 
clamations, one lends him genius, another 
force, a third eloquence and a fourth in- 
tellectual intrepidity. Every one talks of 
this ſubſtance, half real, half imaginary. 
In all revolutions men want to hang up 
their opinions ſomewhere, and the multi- 
tude, who muſt have a leader, have made 
choice of Scyros. I hey have then doub- 
led their veneration, in order to juſtify Weir 
ee praiſe. 1 
Scyros had given his name to oy 11 
mous motion, by which the repreſentatives 
of the people declared themſelves the Na- 
tional Aſſembly *. But in reality what 
ſhall we aſcribe to him of this motion, 
which was on all ſides reviſed, corrected F 
new caſt, disfigured, ſoftened, regenerated? 
It is good however, to have theſe points of 
rendezvous, at which the greater number 


5 17 June. 
8 may 


9 


may nelly, without even comprebending 
bat they intend or what they perform. 
ul know not whether it be, that men are 
a ſtrange compound of heterogeneous ma- 
| terials 5. or whether, while we review them 
in this gallery, we examine them with too 
anatomical, a ſcrutiny 3 but theſe great 
men of half a year's ſtanding appear to us 
wo all extremely ſhort of their premature 
reputation. Do we then deny to Scyros 
<a ſtrong underſtanding, a reaſonable. por- 
Le tion ot, ability, and deciſive maxims and 
& concluſions ? “ Certaiply not: but, that 
5 may not incur the guilt of deceiving. 
poſterity, we hold ourſelves bound to add = 
that theſe brilliant, adjuncts are not accom- 
panied with that mental diſcretion, which 
1 the firſt. of all qualities in a true politi 
_ £ian,,.;\ Without it we play for kingdoms, 
News eee we deſtroy, with» 
St Kees how: to e and we for- 


Van 5 „ | | 5 Set, 


get, that to change the deſtiny of 'twentys 
four millions of men, it is neceſſaty, that 
we ſhould have conſidered * mine 
mature aktentionn n 
What has alarmed men of real n 
ment, is the ſpruce way, in which they 


have talked of making a conſtitution, and 


of giving a new movement to the political 


machine; as if it were an eaſy thing to hace - 


monize the wiſhes of twelve hundred'indi- 


viduals; as if there were no doubt, that che | 


provinces would aſſent to arrangements, a 
great number of which are in Wr 
their inſtructions. e 
- 'Scyros ſeems to underſtand neither his 
age nor his country. Nothing is more eaſy, 
than to point out abuſes, and to declaim 
againſt the uſurpation of an ariſtocracy. 
Nothing is more difficult, than to correct 
them, and ſo to diſtribute the powers of 
La that the parts may balance 
each 


* 
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each other- The people are FRO inte 
reſted in che“ annihildtion of deſpotiſm ; 
but they are ſtill, more intereſted, te guard 
againſt anarchy. But how ſhall we con- 
ceal, thar the unqualified principles or Pur 
demagogues lead to that termination 3 
Read with atrention the pamphlets of Scy- 
ros; and you will agree, that his zeal par- 
takes of enthuſiaſm, that he is more hardy 

| than eloquent, and that his talents are bet- 5 
ter calculated for the tumult of a revolu- 
tioniſt chan for the n of a ur 
Wer * 92K 845 i | Fi 
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I an, age e 1 in its 
morals, we have however this degree of 
equity, we do not pardon a man the i irre- 
gularity of his conduct i in onntiericiang al of 
the greatneſs of his talents. Not a ſoul 
denies the oratorical powers of 17 and 
not a ſoul applauds them, Loſt in the. 
ignoble herd of ſlaves, he vegetates with-, 
out glory, and has ceaſed even to have an 
enemy. The well-known panegyriſt of 
the advantages of ſlavery, letters, philoſo- 
phy and France alike diſclaim him, and 
he finds no aſylum but at the footſtool * 

deſpotiſm. 
When Mr. Linguet took in Hail the cauſe 
of 4eſpotilin, men ſaw nothing in him but 
| ps 


4 


* 
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an ingenious declaimer, who found his ac- 
count in ſupporting à paradox, and placed 
his glory in oppoſing principles that every 
body believed. We forgave this literary 
inſanity, we ſmiled at the ambition of a 
Levite, who ſtruggled as he could to build 
himſelf a reputation. But, to employ one's 
pen by a ſecret compact i in favour of ma- 
chinations againſt the public liberty, to 

prop the fottering projects of de ſpotiſm, 


| and to veil them with the ſemblance of 


juſtice, what is this in reality but to pro- 
ſtitute the ſacred flame of genius ? 5 

Such are the fruits of the n 
thirſt of praiſe. Who would not imagine 
that fame is a good we may poſſeſs with- 
out alloy? Meanwhile the reverſe of all 


this is the truth. The man that wiſhes to | 


be talked of has ren detractors for one pa- 
negyriſt; and the meaneſt of all his back- 
1 


13 


biters has it in his power to torment his 
vanity more ſeverely, than all the praiſes 
of the loudeſt eulogiſt can compenſate. 

There is a fort of condition tolerated in 
ſociety, that is to be regarded as a vicious ex- 
creſcence. Such is the citizen of a free ſtate, 
that contributes nothing to the public weal: 
ſuch is a prieſt, who deſerts the duties of 
the altar; ſuch is the profeſſional man, 
that neglects the bufineſs of his profeſſion; 
ſuch is the huſbandman, that does not 
plough; and ſuch the landed proprietor, 
who holds his eſtate only in truſt for an- 
other. Uma is one of theſe men; he en- 
Joys the revenues of an abbey without being 
a regular clergyman*. It is ſtill worſe, 
when, to this character of the indolent 
ufurper of one profeſſion, a man unites in- 
* A regular clergyman is a monk ; the prieſt, who 
takes orders merely with a view to public preaching, 


is diſtinguiſhed by the epithet of ſecular, 
:' ceſſant 


. 4220 . | 9 
| | 3 ) 


ceſſane Ow in the purfülts of begehen 
and intrigue; when he proffers from »bhe 
public office to another his venal pef. I 
do not mention theſe a as things demon- 
ſtrated; 1 only obſerve that certain names 
call up! in the memory certain ideas. 155 
Uma has not yet ſtood: forward i in the 
I that have ariſen in the National ö 7 
Aſſembly.” He mines underground; and, 
rough an orator of natbre's forming, he 
is more at home 3 in the intrigues of cabal, 
and prefers the labyrinth. of the cloſet to 


| the conſpicuous ſcenes of a { rumultuous 


>t fi 
3 


, 6 8 2 goals” 75 ˖ 
During the period that academies. were 


the ſubject of converſation, Uma was 
ſcarcely heard of. He has little partiality 
- for diſcourſes in the air; he aſpires to a 
more ſolid glory; he turns his time and 
bis ſentences into louis, and is not idle 


r to truſt to fame: tor the remunera- 
tion 


\ 


„ 

tion of his nn and his talents. 
He] has ſeattered his ſeed in a penurious 
way, but he has reaped a golden harveſt. 
Your ruſtic wits know nothing of this ſe- 
eret; Ss. it 18 reſerved for the calculating 
imaginations of the metropolis. © 
ma is well ſatisfied with himſelf, with 
the court, the miniſters, the ſtate, the 
0 church, the academy. He recollects with 
leſs complacency the unpoliſhed deciſions 
of the public voice. | 

4 * reſolute adherent of the ariſtocracy, 
he has declared himſelf in favour of the 
high partiſans, and treads in the ſteps of 
Ludval“, that Ludval, ſo celebrated for 
the tempeſt of his eloquence, who is at 
once the delight of the court, the hope of 
bis corps, the prop of the whole order of 


t Weine. 


„N. Duval  Epremeſail counſelor in the — 
ment of Paris. 


9868 
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Uma, leſs ambitious, would content 


himſelf with one third, that is, with _ firſt ; 


head, of the glory of Ludval. 125 | 
The National Aﬀembly will ra the 


" virtues and the views, the qualities and the 


defects of our men of reputation. It will 
not be one of its leaſt advantages, to enable 
the executive branch to chuſe with Mr: 
tion the delegates of its power, I, 
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. Hul 4 eee Pref dent of the Order 
of hee, 


NOBODY has been more aſtoniſhed 
than Laxem, to ſee Laxem play the part 
of a ſtateſman. His mind aſpired not to the 
adminiſtration 3 his heart expanded not to 
the good of his country ; his tongue ut- 
tered not the eloquence of truth; his cha- 
racer is without energy; his inclination a 
ſtranger to ambition. A youth, immolated 
at the ſhrine of the fair; a maturity, that 
has more reſemblance to the decrepitude of 
old age; a vehement averſion to the life 
of a courtier, ſeemed to afford little pro- 
miſe, that Laxem ſhould figure in the page 
of hiſtory. . 

His vrincipul qualities arenatural ability, 
acquired grace, a mild diſpoſition, a ſtrong 
love of indolence, a partiality for things 

D 3 ſplen- 


> 38 ) 
ſplendid; not burthenſome, and an haugh- 
tineſs of prejudice, that is ſearcely comp: a- 
tible with a Knowledge of men and mo 
His own name is a bugbear | to him. 
He" would expect to rouſe his anceſtors 
from the ſleep of the tomb, if he apoſtatif- 
ed to principles, thar degrade. not nobility 
of blood, but that raiſe from the duſt of 
oppreſſion, creatures, that poſſeſs the cha. 
racteriſties of man, and that nothing but 
abuſe has held ſo long in abject llavery. 
| He liens not to the pleas of natural equity, 
to the urgeney of circumſtances, or to the 
general good. He ſees nothing in his 
dreams, but the ſtaff of conſtable of 
France; and would conceive, that he was 
involving his poſterity i in indelible diſgrace, 
if he bequeathed them an 5 SrNmatR; of de- 
mocratical patriotiſm. DSi ng 8 
Laxem is like wits, thoſe be are as 
| 60 the hunt for rhetorical flowers; or like 
. „ the 


, — 


6390 
1h6, mubep! amateurs who never fing in 
rune ; or like the painters, Who neglect 
A and ſtudy nothing but colouring, 
The naked figure of truth appears in his 
eyes diſguſting. He dreſſes this daughter 
of beaven in the ornaments of a fine la- 
dy, ignorant that her true glory i is to ap- 
pear juſt what the 1 is. If he be to relate a 
fac, he adorns it with flouriſhes ; if he 
wiſh to aſtoniſh, he has recourſe” to exag- 
geration; if his ſubject be ſterile, he adds 
to it heterogeneous materials; if it be defi- 
cient in intereſt, he ſupplies the defect : if 
it be abrupt, he fills up the vacancy ; and 
imitates thoſe poets, who hide the ſterility 
of their fable under a multiplicity of epi- 
ſodes, and loſe themſelves in a crowd of 
* agreeable fictions. I might have expreſſed 
f my idea in fewer words, but there are mo- 
ments when: eie! is an error. 
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I Laxem had been a little more ſtrict 
in his mode of reaſoning, a little more 
verſed in the hiſtory of his country, a little 
better acquainted with the rights of the 
people and the king, a little leſs the ſlave of 
imperious prejudice, he would have gained | 
a multitude of admirers. But, if we do 
nothing more than 'repeat the arguments 
of other men, if we endeavour to accom- 
modate the affairs of the nation to our 
petty habits, if a mind, unaccuſtomed to 
the dictates of truth, do not ſubmit to the 
leſſons of thoſe to whom ſhe is better 

known, not only we can obtain no conſi- 
derable ſucceſs; but it will be much to be 
feared, that we ſhall give occaſion to the 
raillery of wits, who laugh as readily at a 
duke or peer of the realm, as they would 
at a common-councilman. 

Two thoufand deputies, ſuch as "ney 


yould 1 neyer form a conſtitution, Elegant 
phralcs, 


© 1 TH 
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- phraſes, well-turned ſarcaſms, with here 


and there a trait of genius, might occur; 
but to regulate a ptoceeding, to prepare a 
plan, to compoſe a ſyſtem, to raiſe an edi- 
fice; all this is totally out of the reach of 
an agreeable courtier, a poliſhed French- 
man. We are formed for routs, for the 


theatre, for parties of pleaſure, but not 


deeply to diſcuſs a continued ſubject, or 
to develope the receſſes of philoſophy 
and legiſlation. If ſuch be the general 
character of the French, it is not Laxem - 
that will afford an exception. Gay, ſar- 
caſtical, of a pleaſant converſation, he is 
neither deliberate nor contemplative, nei- 


ther a philoſopher nor an œconomiſt *. 


LINA- 


„ The economiſts are a ſet of philoſophers, who 


confider agriculture as the only riches of a nation, 


who recommend an equal land-tax as the,only ſpecies 
of public contribution, and conceive the land-owners 
to have an excluſive right to dictate the laws of their 
| | country. 
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N honeſt, but dull man, ks __ 
kind of xight judgment, that we call com- 
mon ſenſe, is eaſily pardoned for the want 
of, penetration, or an inability properly to 
explain himſelf. A man, moderate of 
underſtanding, but aſſuming in diſpofition, 
who, has that. kind, of pretenſion, the ſworn 
daugbter of ignorance, upon which men 
bheſtow the appellation of fatuity, i is mock- 
ed at and deſpiſed by whoever takes the 
trouble to obſerve the: incoherence of his 


Titel Ihe 1711 
country. The count de Mirabeau, as well as: th 


marquis his father, the marquis de-Condorcet, the late 


M. Turgot and others, are adherents of this ſyſtem, 
and go nceive, that all ſound principles of en 


20 . deduced from i it as inferences. 0 
did wo allt A lee 35 0.61501 5105 
: pro- 
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proceedings. It was Linacourt that gave 
occaſion to theſe feflectios. 

Shall figure, birth and fortune for ever 
n, this unaccountable aſcendancy 
over our opinions? If Linacourt were 
{ttiþped of theſe, what would he have left? 
The one renders him the tyrant of the fair 
ſex, the other intoxicates him with pride, 
the laſt makes him overbearing! and inſo- 
lent : inſolent he would remain,” 
Ne has found means to ; ai to the 
ſkates- general. The title of duke ĩimpoſes 
upon your Provincial, electors. Theſe lofty 
courtiers aſſume for a ſhort period affabi- 
lity and condeſcenſion, and the third 
eftate, as yet unacquainted with its own 
importance, does not withdraw itſelf but 
by imperceptible degrees from the yoke of 
prejudice. This yoke becomes doubly 
irreſiſtible, -when exaggerating 1 rumour has 
told, that a man poſſeſſes the ſmiles of his 
es = ſove⸗- 
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fopercign, and ean exert beyond common 
example the influence of patronage. Tir 
It would be ridiculous to look for . | 
morality in a courtier; but there is a vaſt 
diſtance between the ſtrictneſs of virtue and 
the impudence of profligacy. Never did 
the order of nobles advance ſuch lofty pre- 
renfions, and never did their manners | 
ſtamp upon them. ſuch indelible diſgrace. 
If we lived in that celebrated age, when 
15 the frictneſs of honour made contracts un- 
neceſſary, when the delicacy of propriety 
preſided over all the arrangements of life, 
when the delicacy of ſentiment produced un- 
blemiſhed manners, when the generous hu- 
manity of the great prevented the diſtreſſes 
of the people, when ſincerity and frankneſs 
characteriſed a man of birth, we might 
then pay homage at once to dignity of 
rank, and the beauty of virtue. But now, 
when, a hungry vohility, are ever on the 


1991. 


21 | 


"watch 


[ind 
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watch for the good things of government} 
when it either ſubmits to the moſt atrocious 
inſults, or imagines à fe- drops of blood 


ate ſufficient” to efface them, when "the 
commerce of the ſexes is a ſhameful tiſſue 


of villainy and falſhood, when a man in 
place never grants a favour, however hum | 


bly ſued for, but out of vanity and oftenta- 

tion, when lying is become an accompliſh- 
ment, gaming a trade, ambition a ſyſtem, | 
and the arts "of converfation calumny and 
ſcandal, at ſuch a time, I aſk, can the 
nobility {fill think of aſſerting their ancient 


pretenſions? Do they believe, that in this | 


enlightened age men will give them credit 
for the antiquity of their parchments, or 

the virtues of their buried anceſtors? The 
world, as it grows older, does not grow 
better 'indeed ; but it changes one fault 
for another; it ſubſtitutes for errors, that 


wear Veer" in n and prejudice, 


ideas 
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ideas better ſ uited to dead of 
knowledge. 61 DTS». 31g ac 99879215 \d Zint 
Undoubtedly one man is not entitled to 
all this maſs, of reproach ; but all, that 
breathe the ſame air and belong to the ſame 


corps, partake of this relaxation of princi- 


ples, and are the ſport of theſe Tepreben- 


fible errors. . 
Linacourt has bardly c one of thoſe cha- 


racteriſtic traits, that mark the man. 5 He 


1 


has adorned his handſome exterior with ; 


dignity, with politeneſs, with beneficence, 


, f. W 64 


with military zeal, and upon an emergency 
with patriotiſm and popular. principles. 


He is equally willing to be a colonel, an 


ambaſſador, or a miniſter of ſtate, and 


w 44 > 


equally qualified for theſe different poſts. 
This unvarying diſpoſition to aſk for every 
thing, to accept every thing, | to keep 
every thing, without conſulting our capa- 
city, our vocation or the rights of other 


[ | men, 


3 


men, ſprings from a way of thinking in a 
high degree culpable, and leads to conſe- 
quences that one cannot eaſily deſoribe. 
But at preſent, merit is nothing, ſueceſs 
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© CADMUS 5 N through various 
firyations, and figured in none. He was 
an ambaſſador, and he diſplayed an cager-, 
nefs and impetuoſity 4 which could be Par- 


doned only in a ſoldier. ; Hei is a ſoldier, 
1 and he has employed the crafty and indi- 
rect methods, that are only venial in a ne- 


gocistor. Into the detail of affairs he has 
introduced that peremptory e hl which 
men hate without fearing it. At court he 


| aſſumes the bluntneſs and ſeverity, which 


all men are agreed to denominate affecta- 

tion. In general his intentions are good, 

but his means are ill choſen. : 
The Preſent, generation of nobility: are 


perfey fatisfied, that the people are made 
5 5 of 


of clay, and that you may trample upon 
them with impunity. Moſt of them make 
no diſtinction between a teputable tradeſ- 
« man and a beggar. | \IF they ſpeak of a 
moe-maker, a bricklayer, a taylor, a 
; brewer *, it is always with a certain tone 
of eontempt; as if it were in reality a diſ- 
grace to make ſhoes,” to build a wall, to 
cut out a coat and to ſell beer. = He is 
ee the fon of nobody, oi lay they; 5 his 
e father was an attorney.“ "x" man of 
ſome family comes from a diſtant province 
to Paris, in order by an employment of 
ſome fort to improve his fortune. © He 
4 18 4 perſon that nobody ſees, that no- 
'« body knows.“ Theſe fatal ideas have 
made fo ridiculous a progreſs, that you 
HEAP every fy the moſt incredible abſurdi- 
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„ Cadmus was always afflicted with he 

Nobilumume. He would have protected, 
bur never ſerved the people. He is not 
without talents or right diſpoſitions; but 
8 He is totally unſkilled to manage men, and 
22 rule the multitude. He is ſo far active, 
as to hate to be quiet; but not ſo far able, 
8 o be of any ſervice. He has one qua- 
ty, chat entitles him to our applauſe, he 
is deſirous to be adviſed. In the firſt af- 


ſembly of notables, Cadmus was guided by 


2 man of genius, who is now no more. 
This period will be one of the moſt bril- 
liant in his ſtory, if the ſtory of Cadmus 
Mall ever engroſs a few Pages in the nas 
of his country. Wo 
The ideas now in vogue are ſo differenc 
from thoſe that reigned forty years ago, 

be that the minds of individuals, that have 
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not kept pace with the WK of the age, 
can ſcarcely be expected to comprehend 
the language that is now ſpoken in France. 
Jo fay that the legiſlative power ought 
to refide in the nation, that a king has no 
right to originate taxes, that rank is a 
mere accidental diſtinction, that all men 
have an equal title to liberty, that taxes 
- ought to bear impartially upon all orders 
in the community, that law and reaſon 
make a miniſter reſponſible for his mea- 
ſures, that the parliaments are not and can- 
not be any thing more than courts of _ 
rice, is to reaſon well from right data, is 
to inliſt oneſelf under the banner of the 
cConſtitution; and yet theſe phraſes, theſe 
unqueſtionable truths, four years ago, 
would infallibly have incloſed a man 
in the walls of the departed Baſtile. Per- 
ſons the moſt liberal, would have faid, 
66 Government can do no otherwiſe; if peo- 
8 E 2 | cc ple 


” 10 
4 J 


« ple, * be fools Lg: think themſelyes 
” inſpired, they muſt be hut out from the 
& „nen 15 n employs no 


; upon eee of. av impriſonment: of Mr. 
Linguet. en 1 77 105 04.67 $12: 22 
e a nobleman, a peer of 
France, educated in the old ſchool, and 
| wh has remained ſtationary from the mo- 
ment he was introduced into the world, 
can he think any thing elſe, but that the 

whole nation is gelivious? aac is the 

tuation of Cadmus. An e b ot 
The code of military diſciple; was writs. 
ten ãn blood; but, however ter rible it be, 
it does not go ſo far as to ordain, that men 
ſhould kill their fathers, their wives, their 
children, their brothers and their ſiſters. 
Nom, if the troops, that were en quar- 
40 ugisq ms. d ty bih e410 T neren 
8 * 4 
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tered af Paris, had fired uon the people, 
all cheſe patricides {mult neceſfarily have 


followed.” id; ons very well, that there 


was bad generaiſhip in ſuffering ſeyen 
thouſand men. to winter at Capua; but, 


this error once committed was it not ne- 
ceſſary to abide by the conſequenees, and, 
above all, to know beforchand, that you 
were 1 very evils 1. oa 
tch prerelt?d ner Len off; 
It is only a mall e of add 


beings, that are capable of calculating 


what a body of a million of men are able 
to effect. Paris, London and Calcutta re- 
quire a different mode of policy, from any 
that is exemplified in the annals of hiſlory. 
Military men, who pretend, that diſcipline 
alone can compenſate the reſources of a 
multitu de, muſt ſhut their ey es upon idread-- 
ful examples. We will! mention only 
what the Turks did in the campaign of 
| * I _ 
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1788. Two hundred and fifey thouſand 


Imperialifts F pent their force in vain, againſt 


this mighty maſs of men, undiſciplined 


but courageous, and who felt all the ener- 


- 


gies of ſanguinary reſentment, _againfl 
enemies whom they regarded as u unjuſt 


Ep FS -- 


aggreflors R 5% r le 
Fe bieadmust, you muſt either die untimely 


ly - 
; martyr. of your good old principles ; 
' 
FJ 
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| pro 4 in your bed, a convert to new ones 
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"IF Piſani had not Lang toa family, 
hat permits none of its members to re- 
main completely inactive, he would have 
vegetated, like ſo many others we could 
name, and poſterity would never have 
known that he had paſſed fifty or ſixty 
years upon the face of the globe. But 
the Piſani permit to none of their family 
this happy obſcurity. In vain may na- 
ture have diſqualified them for the affairs 
of the world; without talents they may 
be, but unemployed they cannot re- 
main. They may prove unſucceſsful in 
life, but they can never paſs unrewarded ; _ 
and it is for this reaſon, that Piſani thinks 
| himſelf obliged to make motions, and ever 
and anon to interrupt thoſe of others. 
E 4 Mean- 


[a » 


| Mapnbileghers dener country, in bei 
wapld, engept France, where people: ima- 
eigenibfggnſe, they: bange, 20. belong d 8.1: 
family it not illuſtrious, atleaſt tolerahly 
diſſingu iſhed, chat ati is abſolutely negeſſary 
they Mich ADR.) anten yes in the face 
of The world that t uld valiantiyßß 
encounter the ſhouts: of e e 
| ever follow at the heels of mediocrity} 
when i6-ofurps: he: Foſtsepf willom or ag 
wehte 219 1 0 1. 4910 To eb. l Sd: | 

Piſand is 80 fort, of 4 man; and if 
you, pardon him, five faults, nine abſurdi- 
ties, font eccentrieities and eleyen follies, 
he is, a$ blameleſs : a character as you would 
with go engounter. | Takerhim, out of che ; 
N atignal. Aſſembly, L have not a Mord 1% 
ſay tobi. But to call Piſani to the die c 
geſting of a conHitution, to place Piſani in 
the So rent with Penn and Franklin 
and Frederic and Pitt, 3s ,26 o much! focl i Ivy 
moriapathetice to bas act It! is true, every 

7 deputy 


(53579) 
ee ee. be a Chäpelier, a Steyts 


ora Mirabeau; but it is alſo true, thx 
the Attalee berweets man- and mate 12 80 | 
legiſlative aſſembly -oughtn tut?“ 
terlydiſproportionate. Beehertaſe e 
allytit is the ſame thing i in the preſents 
moment; « whether a man have or Habe lot 
capacity and genius. F $61] 15 G04” 
T The period of experiments is pail} 2”? 
—— reſiſtleſs terror had ſeizeil on! 
the minds of men. The courtiers, mbar? 
raſſed in the midſt of vieiſurudesg that ah 
pearilike wave ſucceeding wave, fluctuate / 
now on one ſide and nom on che ötlitf inf 13 
the midſt of parties that themſelves had 
formed. They fabricate, they repent oft 
their work, and they ſeem diſpoſed to adopt 1 
ſomething new and untried. Souls, N. 
rhertb eſtranged to the ſecrets of ariſe! 
tration, have felt the flame of „ 405 
while they became 2 aa de Wir the 
„%% 2131 .919Þ05 '> 07 9211 Higgs T0775 
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zaisfortunes of the ate} che ends len 
that cauſed thoſe misfortunes, the confu- 
ſion that gave room to prodigality to in- 
troduce itſelf. Political writers, who were 
formerly regarded as mere eloquent de- 
laimers, begin to inſpire apprehenſion 
and anxiety, and diſturb, by the energy of 
their predictions, that perfidious ſcrutiny, 
which permitted people to fleep on the 

brink of ruin. The enormous profuſions 
dictated by vwhim or oſtentation, have ex- 
nn in thoſe who were 
to pay for them. Reluctance to produce 
the accounts, the perpetual regiſters of 
. ortunes, for which we are indebted to 
minĩſterial complaiſance, gave ſubſtance 
to what before was ſuſpicion. Indirect 
methods brought thoſe circumſtances to 
ght, the free communication of which 
was pertinaciouſſy refuſed ; doubt and pre- 
ih. pan were —— into de We 


10 have 


4 


have excuſed thoſe, who had not FE 
rage to confeſs their faults, and to difavow 
all; concert with, the authors of the public 
calamity. Thoſe, who were called upon 
for their opinion of plans already prepared, 
have conceived,. that they had a right to 
ſuggeſt ſubſtitutes, of their own. Econg- 
mical reforms were ſtated; they recom- 
mended ſtill farther reforms. They ex- 
torted a promiſe that theſe reforms ſhould be 
executed; they were willing to be witneſ. 
ſes of the execution. On the other hand, 
nothing was more ardently wiſhed than the 
diſperſion of an aſſembly, upon whom the 
ſtatement of abuſes made an indelible im- | 
preſſion, and who - publiſhed their ideas 
upon the ſubje& with ſo much the more 
confidence, as they believed themſelves 
neceflary at a moment, in which their union 
might recal the fugitive form of credit, 
* reanimate the confidence, that the va- 
8 rying | 


: 8 . 
101 biget 11447, DS ds 2d fine 
ing opinions of poxernment © had diſtin- 
gy ſhed,// The meeting of the ſtates- rgeneral 
At”: 2-pe 1 Why. men are fo highly en- 
Bghtened reſpedting 1 the principles of ſocial 
contract, is a great event; it will attract 
che reg rds ap Netz, good citizen towards 
the ſubject: f their deliberations. Men 
Win give their properties, their berries 
and their lives, provided they receive in 
eli ange | economy, vigilance and, pep 
dent a nimikration. Miniſters, to hem 


4 


11 46 ie lan to impure, every political error, 


t longer be the demigods, Whoſe de- 
4 reer ſhall be received in awful filence; but 
men, accountable for their proceedings, 
| * whom the public will demand a faith 
ful detail of their: conduct and meaſures. 
The courtiers, without reading thus clearly 
i the page of futurity, are able however 
ee ee of that day, which 
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which they . their rapid for- 
tunes; and annibilate the fubtle pariſite, 

Who fel the fruit, that” merit alone was 
inttitled to gather. Such 15 the ſource of 
f che meläueboly, that diffuſes itſelf over the 
coùntenances of Verſailles. Jutrigue has 
ſuſpended. her inceſſant operations, at 
5 ſuffers her powers to remain dormatit. ell 
events ſhall have determined the nech Order 
of things that is to ſucceed. 5 3 2 

= is Dot. from men like Pian, thatve 

pect the birth of order; Q ſufficient tly pin 
if they do not fuſpend the accom üplimment 
of the great events, that are upon the eve 
of commencing. The flighreſt o c ppofitic on” 
at ſuch a moment 85 e the n of. 
genefal ery. Ser chat; 
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Ws eas a4 nifter of State, and one 
Silbe Forty Members ,of the French Headem 2 4 
5 TIERE are men, who have acquired 
à certain reputation aobody knows how, 
who, are called to fill certain offices nobody 
| kbows why. Of this number is Mitis:) 
2 Born with that kind of ability than can 
produce nothing, he has made a great 
many nothings. Songs, operas, muſic, 
romances, verſes, fables, charades, feaſts 
and bons mots: ſongs, without point and 
humour; operas, that create no intereſt 
and excite no attention; muſic, that is an 
utter ſtranger to the laws of harmony; 
romances, that have no ſtyle; verſes that 
have neither ſweetneſs nor eaſe; fables, 
that have no application; feaſts, that have 
neither taſte nor wit; bons mots that were 


not produced by the encounter of the 
2 1 * oe 
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moment, but made in cold blood and 
ſtrung like an abbeſſes beads.” Such is 
this man; ſuch is the baſis of his reputa- 
tion; and it was all this wit, that got him 
the appointment to various embaſſies. 
But what embaſſies? Perhaps a compli- 
ment was to be paid; a treaty was digeſted 
and ready for ſigning; in a word the for- 
mality and the mechaniſm of office have 
been the province of Mitis. Embaſſies have 
raiſed him to the rank of a miniſter. But 
what a miniſter *? Who has ever heard 
| of one of his plans, one of his deciſions, 
one of his ideas? He is all i intrigue; and 
his reſources are like his figure, inanity 
perſonified. Nature has copied into his 

Perſon the portrait of his mind. Have 
Jou heard him ſpeak? you know. all. that 
„obe known of him. He is the ſhut- 
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1 Weebhanbin proſe or verſe a by 
geiſtüs! [Tis hut upon every Vier e 
| ifbrees with energy dhe diectutes i ak 
Hd fubHiits With reluctance to the petty 
regotatlone of fiſhion.” He has 4 few ati- 
qusted müſtreſſes, by whoſe fide e 
—— the grace of a man of quality. 
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Ape etty 1 ſultan in the midſt of his grey- 
haired. Teraglio, he ſnuffs the incenſe "of 
their adoration,” or his love” exhales itſelf 
? gals, and His own ——_— are the 
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— cektain — | 
carriage, but to be as fawning as aro- 
fafſed, wit Mitis has the haughsineſs f 
Spanjard, the craftineſs of an Italian and 
the, gfficiouſneſs, of a Frenchman- HN 
this, medley reſults a being. chan on Miſ⸗ 
tenlis without fearing. him, and, chat Ons 
bas,peither the courage to love nor to hate: 
His ſuppers fatigue, his, gajety.,gives 

ons che, ſpleen, his ſuperęilignſneſs er 
Pulses. For all theſe diſadvantagesichs, | 
aftords, no. compenſation. | His, diſeretian 
is, ApDte ne, his virtue is gold caleula - 
tion, his wit is a farrago made up ef 2 
zouſand memories. When the peaks, 
| he, 38 harſh and unaccoi Modatingꝭs in 

liſtening o Fou, he montifies;3 in ommon 
converiſation, he deceives. His en] 


We his affectation wearies, big! 
F fami- 
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Timitiatity Bas the ſtiffnefs of eondeſren- 
fon, his niet i6dieal” flarnefs is the child 


re bnettt 987 3m e 
Mitis is one of thoſe men who are never 
Rappy but in the midſt of young fools and 
N old cats; by the one he is flattered, by 

4 . dhe other cajoled. DA M PHH 
Oertainly then, if there be any truthiin 
ttis picture, the French nation cannot 
fail to congratulate-, itſelf, to ſee ſeated i in 
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its. couneils a man of ſo elevated a cha- 
racter, capable of the moſt unbounded 
| projects, habituated to. the moſt penetrat 
views. e 009; on” een 

-- Mitis unites - with" this 1005 agg? OY 
Ween ſo completely ridiculous 1 in an 
old e all the fanaticiſm of intolerance. 
Wick hi inclination he would th row every. 
ſpecies. of liberty into chains; liberty of 
the Preſs, individual liberty, political 
libert) y. The f princi ples of vaſſalage and 
— I feudality 
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feudality are interwoven with all his * 3 
he is the moſt peremptor y.noble,; the moſt 

haughty anti-citizen, that Paris bas to 
boaſt. You: ſhould hear him talk of the 
poor third eſtate, you ſhould have ſeen 
him canvas for his own duchy, and you 
could not have failed to have felt the ap- 
plication of two bad verſes of n de 
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Obſerve his mien, his vacant, cold diſdain 6 
Tis pedigree, not merit, makes him Vain 7. 
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Vet Mitis has the reputation of 2 good 
1018 

"ned man. What has he done to de- 
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ſerye the appetlation ? Never did he re- 
lieve the pangs of indigence, but he has 
laviſhed his wealth upon courteſans. He 
is vindictive, cenſorious and hollow. This 


; 18 one of his famous jeſts. When the 
10 110 27380 
18911 n fe dit; quand on voit un pareil ene, 


5 80 tr Gon 
d ontrce done c ſes E 21 le  Fongene N fi fier?, 


milgbus} F A Dunciad 
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Duneiad appeared, Mitis Was Praiſed in 
i; de alfeteQ to be angry. 1 Cannet 
6e 1 the benen Frans me,“ ſaid 

er 1 profeſs, T know his perſon WW 
& 1 555 that, if he had b wed to me in 


«the freer, 1 mould have returned his. 
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6. faluration.® . n KOH ee 
On another occafion, qpeating of a wo- | 


man, to whom he has fince profeſſed * oY 
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"| 


amorous attachment, he exclaimed, F © . 


6, « Chaſte to Huſband, ſhe's the Ui or * 
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2 5 : 9 is "hs 4 of the courtiers, by 
the idol of the mob. He has neither 
country nor friends, neither a ſeries of 
political principles nor a knowledge of 
mankind. He ſeeks applauſe, and does 
not think of ſecuring eſteem. He un- 
derſtands neither the preſent nor the fu- 
ture. With juſt ſo much intellectual 
force as goads him to aſpire after the firſt 
offices of the ſtate, he is totally deſtitute 
of the talents that ſhould wm them utility 
and fame: | 

His childhood was too rude Br uncul- 
tivated to promiſe any brilliant ſucceſs. 


His en was that of a book-keeper, 
eK F 3 and 
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and his earlieſt ambition was to be rich, 
Repulfed Sh the 11 favoured by! an | 
an opulent eſtate. lakh in eee ; 
aukward in his manners, obſcure in his 
birth, eſteemed by no man, liked by no 
woman, he truſted he ſhould find in the 
| oſtentation of wealth an equivalene'f or 
=_ 1 other enjoym ent. 
ue ig an auſterity of manners, that 
= cafily grafted upon an ungracious cha- 
racter. Every man has his plan. He, 
who cannot gain your kindneſs, is willing 
to ſecure your reſ pect; he aims at the 
eſteem that is paid like a debt, and the 
good name that is taten by force. Narſes 
fixed upon prudence as the engine of his 
ſucceſs; and this virtue, ordinarily ſo 
ſterile, became in his hands the means of 
| model 
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g aiſed tos an elevated 2 12 he 
carefully exhibited the charm of diſin- 
tereſtedneſs. The ſucceſs of this quality 


is infallible. He threw duſt. in the eyes | 


of the nation, and then perſuaded. them 
to put themſelves under his guidance. 
Thoſe who brought their money to the 
treaſury he amply rewarded; and then 
taught the people to ſuppoſe, that the 
abundance, which flowed from the inte- 
reſted views, of the lenders, was a tribute 


W rectitude and energy of his. cha- 


mae. CCC 
In Bunde tl gendes are ſeldom: or ever 
 xivinidicted; the fair are ſecure of their 
empire, the dependents. of office have their 


allotted ſhare of patronage, a polite ad- 


dreſs is ſure of ſucceeding, importunity 
extorts what neither judgment nor er 


Lal * Director gener of the — re. 
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Sve diſpolcd to beſtom. In fach e kingitam 
it aß new to way man, who reſiſted ſv- 
Ajvitation, and Wade ae, ele 
Petter chan flatter ß. 
ttt was fill more abs nr ü 
man, that was deaf to inſinuation, thew 4 
| Puerlle ſenſibility to the lampobns of s ba- 
tion, gay but not ſevere; to ſee him ſtodp 
from alt his philoſophy, to pine under the 
Ag ul of the good hnmoured jeſts 'of the 
Folic and the idle, who thus became, with- 
but Knowing their importante, the mini- 
ſters of vengeance for all the hapleſs vic- 
Tims, that bled 1 beneath the Knife of e. 
fe$econothy. e Ty 0464 
At length he meditated ths converſion 
bf the infidels, thit refiſted his empire; and 
did not yield to the ftream of general de- 
lufton. He determined to exhibit his un- 
common talents in the face of day, and to 
unveil to an admiring nation the cauſes of 
OY _ n 


> 
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W fellelty, hich was for ever talked of, 
but never felt. But this legend of mira- 
cles * made ſome” men laugh, offended 
others, impoſed upon a few/'and was diſ- 
pleaſing to all. Mankind are not willing, 
that wWe ſhould raviſh their applauſes, and 
impoſe it upon them as a tax; that we 
Aae ere en their good wort. 
This great dramatical Wehe halten * 
tragedy 1 to a painful concluſion.” To g0 
out of place was nothing; but to retire, 
ſtunned with applauſe, yet forbidden to re- 
main ſpectator of the delicious ſcene; to 
find the people eaſy, to catch the flame, 
but ſill more eaſy to conſole themſelves 
for i its abſence, this was doubly cruel.” He 
fied to his ſolitary retreat T, hoping to ſee | 
the nation undertake a pilgrimage in erouds 
to the ſhrine of their ex- divinit. 
op" Compte Rendu au ages porn gh 51 * 
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lere cod there 2:olitary wotury:made 
hiszappearance. To rekindle-theiriexpirs 
- zeal a voluminous performance was at 

h-compoſed*;/in[which'the ſecrets of 

the government of France were publiſhed | 
tothe world. An introduction, abound- | 
dog in phraſes of ſelf-applauſe, and inſo- 
tefitly upbraiding a people, who had laid 
its author under the greateſt obligations, 
addrefled itſelf to the imagination of the 
| public, and gave them fortitude-flowly to 
digeſt * ee of three mortal v v0 
In 

The book was. Ap exiticiſed; 5 a 
authioe flew to Paris to defend it; he flat- 
tered; himſelf that he had obtained the ho- 
nour to be perſecuted. The thread of a 
ſeeret intrigue was attached to the book, | 
and the vehement apologiſts of Narſes con- 


* On the adminiſtration of the finances of a. 


ü in January 1785. 191-30 ee 
a 15 3 


* ELL 


02550 


e bold deſign of Wochen once 
more into tee een ſtateſ· 
man e e 
l bis enen Müisg- es he was re- 
hearſing the character of a martyr, When 

a political rival“ was imprudent enough 
to engage him in a perſonal diſpute. Im- 
mediately the numerous enemies of the 
former went over to the ſide of the latter, 
WhO gathered in greater abundance the 
fruits of his cynical auſterity, without 
howeyer re-aſcending the eminence he had 
loſt, Fortune placed in the chair of fi- 
nance a miniſter, Who, with the ſpecious 
appearance of ability, was abſolutely. i in- 
capable of the rank he obtained +. The 


exchequer grew empty, public credit di- 


miniſhed, the people, irritated with the 


inſtability and the poverty of government, 
8 Mr. de Calonne, 1787. | 541 14Þ71 Mr. de Brienne, 
E of Toulouſe, ſince ihn to Sens. 

ho Yey were 
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were heard te threatens. the. ſtorm grew 
Placker, imperious neceſſity; produced, an 
extraordinary combination of events. Au- 
thority, harrafied wäth the difficulties of 
the moment, recalled to the helm of affairs 
the miniſter, whom the voice of the public 
detnanded * ;=recalled him, leſs from any 
conſiderations perſonal to himſelf, than to 
rid itſelf at once of both its embarraſſ. 
Bog, eig and the dread of _ 

coming bankrupt. 1985 2101 e&f0 We 

A Piddiges were now expected. The f. 
naneler expected to find a new order of 
things, the creditors of the ſtate regularity 
and Tyſtem, commerce a friend, the nation 
uniformity, fidelity and vigour. Men of 
lettets demanded profound views from a 
 mienibet of their own fraternity; the friends, 
of Tiberty, a free conſtitution under the au- 
ſpices of a republican; men of buſi 
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the revival of credit from the projects of 
a ſpeculating banker; che clergy, a tein- 
forcement to the ſuppott of morality from 
the author” of the Influence of Religious 
Opinions *; the king, a ſnort period of 
tranquility, a few days of peace, to which 
his royal honeſty ſo well entitled him, from 
a miniſter, ſp. greatly extolled, ſo aſſidu- 
ouſly recalled to his memory. How many 
hopes have been deceived at oncẽʒi And 
how has this happened? It is, that, in 
the ſhort ſpace of three years, the nation 
become acquainted with its rights. 
| Scargaly- had. it exerted its firſt effort to 
give them exiſtence, than the miniſter, 
aſtoniſhed and embarraſſed, ſhrunk. into 
himſelf. Every event alarmed him. Men 
| pointed out to him the interval he had 
to pals, in order to attain the object which 
the nature of things demagded; and he 


4 * Publiſhed in che year 2787. 
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— noment of 
diffidence and apprehenfion. But mbiidn 
— n ns I RS 

ackings of vanitynand 
— ſeized. pon the accafion;' as 
Affording him an opportunity te fhine. 
Perfuading himſelf that he led in the van 
of public opinion, he yielded to the uni- 
vet al'cry for à National Aﬀembly* bs 
"9a No ſooner had he entered into łhis great 
engagement with the public, than, ter- 
mented on one ſide with an anxiety to 
lead, and on the other apprehenſive that 
the machine of an aſſembled nation would 
be too mighty for his graſp, he became 
terrified at the ſcene; of which he had dift- 
ed the curtain. From that ee e 
my he took becamè ia blunder... a ohn 

— An aſſembly of Notables *, A Sbirh 
one wa of  praceeding is en * 
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the miniſter, and another adopted by them- 
felves:'- Narſes inſpires neither confidence 
nor feſpect, neither the voluntary ſubjee- 
tion of eſteem, nor the irreſiſtible one that 
we pay to beings of a ſuperior order. 
Regulation of elections, almoſt every 
where rejected. Sy ſtem, and balance 
privileges, obſcure, indecifive, irreſolute 
and hypocritical. Artificial procraſtina- 
tion and delay. All theſe are the reſources 
of intrigue, not the emanations of genius. 
51 Diſcourſe ga the | openi ng of the ſtateſ- 
general , diſcovering at every turn a mind 
intoxicated with vanity, diſplay ing an in- 
capacity or an unwillingneſs to explain and 
illuſtrate: a a compoſition, indecent, un- 
manly, out of place, betraying 2 narrow 
5 underſtanding and a timorous heart. q = ; 
q: eee. in which they Wer 
5 May 1789. f From 30 May to 16 


* intended to reconcile the j jarring pretenſions of 
the u and the commons. 


ſtammer 


nt nes e ig 
arrived at the limit, when he muſt either 
| ſuggeſt one of thoſe grand expedients that 
wen, n eee opinions of man- 
onfeſs at once his bali 
3 Saas, Stina: mad; n 
Behold then the great ſecret b 
chat for ten years was ſo ſueceſsfully con- 
ceuled from a miſguided nation! Narſes 
is now diſcovered to haveno digeſted plan; ; 
to want the mind that ſhould conceive one, * 
to have neither {kill to borrow the ideas 
of others, nor friends to correct his errors, 4 
and prompt him how to diſcharge a talk, 
that a "_ mortal wwe never have” | 
e 15 4 4 Wh 2485 sene 1 den, 
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Narſes would give alt his fortune, and 
half the remaining years of his life, to ſave 
Franee from the misfortunes in which he 
has involved it. No indirect view has 

niſled him; his integrity is ſpotleſs; his 

ntentions of the pureſt kind. But he has 
conſulted only his arnbition, and never 
examined his capacity. He perſuaded 

Umfelf, chat the deſire of doing well, and 
a few ſcattered remnants of preparation, 
would make him equal to the neceſſities of 
the public. He has been willing not only 
to do every thing, but to do it unaſſiſted. 
When he entered upon adminiſtration, the 
other ſatraps of government were no longer 
thought of; alone he fixed the regards of 
men, alone he was the centre of their hopes. 

During the firſt months of his reign a 
kind of juſtice to his character impoſed 
filence. cc Give him time to exert him- 

« ſelf, exclaimed his partiſans. The 
| WS: ſtates- 
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ſtates-geheral once announced, * | 
was deferred#totheera of regeneration. All 
that was-neceſſary,” was to gain that period 
without . eclat, without a total ſuſpenfion 
of the faculties of government. The pe- 
riod arrives. We ſee nothing of the genius 

of a ſtateſman ; we ſee the tricks of a jug⸗ 
| gler, who now appears and now hides bins 
ſelf. He has not courage to embrace the 
party of the people; he is afraid to have 


his overtures repulſed by that of the no- 


bleſſe. He flatters himſelf, that he hall 
ind in the mediating clergy, a party, that 
will moderate the efferveſcence of the other 
two, and counteract their dangerous ex- 


It is then paſt a diſpute, that Narſes is 
not the man we took him for. But though 
he is not all we could deſite, may it not be 
better to! maintain bim! in why firvation, 2 


* a3 3 8 
351l09 40 IA 12351 8743 it i Neff » T * At 84 TE to 


00413 . 


to incur the riſk of a e This is the 
| queſtion we proceed to diſcuſ : 
Narſes has the people on his ſide. He 
is economical, the friend of order, and an 
excellent arithmetician. The pride, which 
devours him, ſupplies the place of a pub- 
lic ſpirit that he can never poſſeſs. His 
perſonal credit may be ſerviceable to the 
empty exchequer in a moment of diſtreſs. 
Foreign nations imagine that he is a ſtateſ- 
man, and think France happy to have her 
finances in the direction of a man, ſo pure, 
ſo active. His inflexibility is happily form- 
ed to encounter the obſtinacy of money- 
lenders, the indiſcretions of government, 
the avidity of courtiers, the importunate 
ſolicitations of the fair fex. If the nation 
be reſolved to fill up all the deficiencies 
that ignorance and diſſipation have made, 
may ſhe not derive conſiderable utility from 

2 man, ſkilled in the mechaniſm of collec- 
G2 


tion, 


This. is een all that the-moſt-en+ 
in rhuſiatic ORs could ene in favour 
mite eifg 
His antagoniſts If Narſes 
nt tines himſelf. atone employ- 
ments, no doubt it would be right to 
dep him. But, if he have always the 1 : 


then becor mes us to euro not ad 
cCeœeal, eee diviſions Ws the 

againſt the other, but by inducing them to 
hope that the royal authority will declare 
itfelf in favour of the party to which he 
an promiſe it. If adminiſtration only 
were to be conſidered, perhaps his advice 
is as 0 45 che of another; but we de- 
ſire a conſtitution. Now, if we examine 


his * if 3 — from 
4 Yi | 5 | 2, his 


His filence, 
ſes cannot be admitted t0 the formation w 
p no 

His principles are borrowed from the 
ſchobl of the moſt perfect deſpotiſm. We 
have ſeen them developed and brought 
before the publie by himſelf $29 ha ah 


In his diſcourfe at the opening of the 
National Aſſembly, he does not ſay a word 
about the conſtitution. The affectation of 


calling the attention of the repreſentatives 


to the finances only, could not have been | 


the reſult of mere aukwardneſs (D). 
His conduct in the fingle buſineſs of the 


election for Paris, proves, that he never 


aimed at that union, which can be the 


only ſource of conſtitutional regulations. 
Is it not nearly the greateſt of all poſſible | 
inconveniences, to fluctuate for ever in in- 
decifion and doubt? Has he a ſyſtem care- 
fully concealed beneath the veil of his 
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ſteriovs Ste or W no- 
"WMithe under; theſe artificial appearances, but 
"mere! inanity? What does he int 
Will he furniſh arms to the ariſtocracy? 
Will he favour the demagogues? Does 
he want to be king? Is he deſirous, to 
preſerve the power of his maſter? Is he 
anxious that the laws ſhould be omnipo- 
tent? Every thing is probable; nothing 
can be demonſtrated (E). If it be neceſſary 
to reſume once more the reins inconfider- 
ately beſtowed x: foreign nations will, ex- 
claim: © Thoughtleſs Frenchmen % yo 
DAE haveintruſted | your happineſs to a ſtranger, 
from whom you had no pledge either of 
. *;fidelity., or talents. You have tried a 
„ Mazarine and a Law, and in defiance of 
experience you have given once more 
e into the ſame ſnare. Expect to feel the 
NC « eſſokts of it!“ What could we. anſwer 
8 n 9% And 
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To complete a demonſtration. ſo long re- 
Hiſtedglet us in the laſt, place enquire, what 
is miniſter ?. and let us impartially com- 
pPare the picture and the reality. 
What ought to be the qualifications of a 
miniſter in one of the great courts of Eu- 
rope? He thould be a man, whoſe temper 
nothing can/ intimidate, and yet not too 
ready to adopt any of thoſe vaſt projects, 
wich the conception of which the ĩmagina- 
Tion is delighted, but which ought not to be 
executed but after the matureſt delibera- 
tion. He ſhould be animated with the 
deſire of gloriouſly filling his career, and 
| yet not too haſty in fixing upon its cha- 
racteriſtical features. He ſhould be ten- 
derly attached to his country, and yet not 
a flave to the filly prejudice, which repre- 
ſents it as the excluſive aſylum of capacity 
and talents. What an aſſiduous cultivation 
ought. to have improved this rich and 
5 Bd genial 


(te) 


gen ſoil ? The enoledge of . 
is to be derived from hiſtory, combined 
vide het Paſſes immediately under our 
eyes. Tllat obſervation of things Which 
depends upon perſonal inſpection, and that 
compariſon of intereſts to which genius 
; only? iy adequate, An intimate acquaint» 
ancewith'that department of hiſtory, which 
exhibits- treaties,” concluded, Altered „ re. 
jectedʒ Which ine ludes projects, abandoned, 
| efunied; well and ill executed, enforced 
with vigour, 'or proſcribed with violence. 
How many talents are neceſſary to enable * 
| a man to appear with advantage, and to | 
gain the confidence of the perſons to whom 
he addreſſes himſelf? A clear and perſpi- 
cuous ſtyle,” accurate and diſtinct ideas, 
great eommand of language, great ſtrength 
of character, ſedueing manners; the ma- 
ſtery of the paſſions, rapidity .of execution; ft 
ens 55 „ nz 
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judgment, . peſierrations the 
art of concealing; all theſe advantages, and 
the ability of diſcovering enough of them 
to overawe and ſubdue the underſtand in g 
of mankind. All theſe gifts are nothing 
without the talent of employing them. To 
maintain the dignity of your maſter, with 
out engaging in unneceſſary wars; to guard 


ag gainſt the weakneſs of temporiſing, that 


doubles our calamitics, while it delays the 
application of a remedy; to guard with 
ſtill more jealouſy againſt that precipita- 5 
tion, which the vulgar, fond of a buſy: : 
ſcene, miſtake for the rapidity of genius; 
to watch over the movement of foreign 


courts, without having recourſe to the baſe 


inſtrumentality of ſpies; to penetrate in a 
period of tranquility into the arſenals of 
an enemy; to prepare at a diſtance the 
means of defence; to regard the beſt con- 
ſtructed treaty as only a ſuſpenſion of 
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e in the 1 and whirl 
ben Of affairs, to call to your” afliſtance 
that firmneſs, wich ſfurmounts à thoufati: 

obſtaeles; that felicity of reſource; which 


deſeats the moſt pertinacious oppoſition; 


ambition; a courage, that holds calamity 
In Contempt; à kill,” that improves victo- 


ry, that foreſees ſurpriſes; that repairs 
misfortunes, that encounters ſucceſs with 
[fuccefs,! that bears up againſt temporary 


miſparriage; a ſkill, ſtill more uncommon, 
to ſecure the eſteem of Europe, to become 


the dread of your rivals and the depend- 
ence of your friends; an art, almoſt more 
than human, to make the lufire of your 
own talents reflect back on your maſter, 
and to perſuade your neighbours that the 
advantages you poſſeſs reſult from the 
bipation of talents that exiſts in your 
country. To this aſſemblage of qualifica- 


, that is almoſt viſionary, it is neceſ- 
ſary 


0 07 Þ; 1 
ſary, to 10 add, decent and; reſpectabl e man- 


ners ; a diſtintereſtedneſs, ſo. pure, that it is 


acknowleged by your very enemies; an 

indifference for the eclat of the moment in 
compariſon of the ſuffrage of poſterity; a 
love of labour, of order and of virtue; 
that ſimplicity, which is the characteriſtic 
trait of a great man; in fine, that philo- 
ſoph ical contempt for unjuſt cenſure, 


which can never exiſt till you have firſt 
attained a poſſeſſion very eaſy in appear- 


ance, incomparably difficult in reality, the 


8 . 7 
beer 7 3 % 


— — Art—_s —— 


th > gre 


— — — ——— — — 
C [rr —— 


—— — — —— 
— —— Dr 


TIE 6 te 


ä ws n 


„ 1 49 BY 7 ans 305 
9 . bu, ls n 5 Suat „ 


= A itte, nes dürft b 


narſow viens, ape own comic in his 


W of the "i 
* * 


manner, full of compliment, f 
milk of buman. kindneſs... If an, by i 


had told him that his ſon. was d deſtined T0. 


fill the firſt office of magiſtracy, be would 


8 


infallibly have toſſed his Intelligencer, out 


| at window for his pains. Wretched am- 5 


1 iy 


bition, to what a degree doſt thou blind 8 
us ? The misfortune i is not, to be one of 
the berd, but to accept an office incompat- 


ible with that character. 


Rabin wiſhes to be a magiſtrate, and he | 


DP 1 
11 


| has not che requiſite energy ; he wiſhes to 


be a courtier, and. has not the ſuppleneſs 905 
Ut . Tx Du x | ; = 

Ee was one of the 2 at the asd of the - 
det 52. of the Baſtile. e . 
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of one; he withes to be, and indeed muſt 
be an orator, but, alas ! he has no words. 
Unfortunate ſtruggle between his place 
and his capacity „in erh Rabin 1 18 4 . 
undermoſt ! | Ft 

1 know not by hat fat ality it is, that 
an unqueſtionable mediocrity, a mere in- 
anity, has become the. characteriſtic of the 
preſent moment. There is not a man in 
office, that does not ſeek, by temporifng 
and the ſubtlety of his management, to 
hide his want of capacity. The men and 
the times are at war with each other. 


The man that withes to be uſeful, muſt 
5 begin by thwarting indiyiduals whoſe proſ- : 


perity depends upon the calamity of the 
public. The man, that! is defirous to fur- 


ther a neceſſary change, is of courſe the | 


ſatiriſt of eſtabliſhed modes; and, if he 


conſent to accommodate his proceedings 
to the circumſtanees in which he is placed, 


5 . 5 he 


N 
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. 
be is loſt for ever; the abuſes with which 
he ſtruggles are too mighty for him; the 
| courtiers/penetrate-his'defigns and eireum- 
vent him before he has realized them. 
Sometimes they praiſe his abilities, but 
accuſe him of diſhoneſt views; ſometimes 
they aſſert the integrity of his views, but 
alas, his genius is unequal to them. Has 
he weakneſſes? In their repreſentation they 
are metamorphoſed into eſſential defects; 
has he defects? they become vices has 
he vices ? they are crimes, Is he inwul- 
nerable on this ſide? he is made the butt 
of ridichle and ſatirſſGmme. 
The man, who poſſeſſes neither diſtin- 
guiſhed birth, nor extraordinary talents, 
nor the peculiar favour of his prince, can- 
not poſſibly fill a diſtinguiſhed office. His 
friends are weary of aſſiſting him; his 
_ creatures gladly ſhake off the galling yoke : 
of gratitude; his enemies breathe venge- 
OE. -$ | ance 3 


(00 
ances the great deſpiſe bim; knaves 
thwart him; fools giye him the aſs's kick; 
the popular ery purſues him; diſmiſſed 
with ignominy, he finds himſelf exhauſted 
with the efforts he made to reſiſt his fall, 
and be ſcarcely oppoſes the unjuſt calum- > 
ny, that would rob him of the ien 
What he; has actually, performed; id ans 
Why theſe reflections? | what have ahh 
tod ith Rabin? I will reply by an 
anecdote. There is in England one George 
Alexander Stevens, a man of ready wit: 
you ſet before him maſks taken in wax, 
or buſts ſuitable ornamented with frĩſure 

or petiwig. Theſe maſks ſuggeſt to him 
a ſet of ideas; he aſcribes to them a cha- 
racter; he predicts that of the perſons 
from whom they were taken. Such is my 
preſent purſuit. The reflections in which 
I bave 3 have not led me g dito 
my ſubject. 4} 2910903 i bin te 
„ ils | 8 "I 


« es weivher- the man vet the ung wor 
the man of the people, but the mere 
s creature of fortuitous events It may 
be, that this exile, had he been permitted 
to reſume his ſituation, would have adopted 
different principles. He would then have 
been uſeful; for he wanted neither courage 
nor ability. Let us confeſs with reſ dec 
to this man, chat he has no right to com- 
pfain of all the harm that was ever ſaid of 
him; but he has a right to complain, that : 
the good, w which might have compenfated 
the hazm, was ſuffered to paſs unnoticed. 
He was more deſirous to be talked of, than 
to acquire ſolid reputation; more formed 
for the venturouſneſs of enterpriſe, than 
for the digeſtion of a ſyſtem; more diſpoſed 
to truſt in the luckineſs of his ſtar, than in 
4 | the 
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the capacity of his mind. His defects he 


has in common with moſt other miniſters. 
| —— But let us--ceaſe chis digreſſion, and 
return to Rabin. It is unneceſſary. I 
have already ſaid more of him than poſteri- 


ty will care for; and, in faying one word 


of Ch. M—— *, I have painted Rabin 
better, than I could have done in tyelye 
4 nw A word to the wiſe. 


oy * The author 1 l means by the 180 heve 
mentioned, and whoſe character he ſoems to have been 
_ delineating in this and the three preceding paragraphs, 
the chevalier Chretien Frangois de Lamoignon, the 
-predeceſſor of M. Barentin in the office of keeper of 
the ſeals. ; But his reflexions are too vague, for us to 
ao to pang with N con kidence. 
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IL. HERE are Al s in politics 
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Well as in naturat biftory. They are n 
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3 M. 95 de Paw pretends, 2 degenerate oy 
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of men, bot a ſpecies by themſetres, with- 


£1 05 i 17 Oe 
out muſcular force, without firength, and 


ee 1993111 1112 it 2 011 


: NBR the faculties of compariſon, and 
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ratiecinat ation. Such! is Morinval. Police, 


> 5112 115 
.ively 130 Gs, civil, complaiſant, 1 


£111 2 fiat 101 


ſsqually incapable of ſupporting! the weight 
; of Eur ope, and of entering into the Lib 


of interior regeneration, Tf indeed it it cou 


WC 


be effected at: a ſupper or in a ſelect col 


| ik ch 


ll, 1 f the people could be induced t to . 
5 3 2 
_ Feaſo! ſon by fine preambles : and the crafty eo 
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uence f a roclamatior if the treaſur 
DN 111 1 Th 22. n, 314 5$ 3 


< eqplgbe fl 77 by a lottery 1 or a loan, by E- 
74 E 9 1 petual 


(099 9. 
petual fluctuations, or by the ſale of a few 
public | offices, Morinval- "would play his 


Part as well as another, and in his own 
little path would infallibly arrive at the 
temple of glory. But at a Perioc like the 


7113 £3477 * 


Preſent, when the nation is ſhaking 'off the 


O77 HE 1 


Joke of precedent, when the is contentec 
to delegate her authority, but requires a 


Nr 7 N 


public account, in the room of the myſte- 


4 


rious Procecdings: of former miniſters, 125 
each e citizen is invited, to examine for Him- 


18 33 6s 7; 


Het the em ployment of the revenue to which 


' bimfelf has contributed, | Morinyal | draws 
"back: aſtoniſhed, and dares not become even 
the ſecondary inſtrument of that Coloflal 
Power, which he contemplates with terror. | 
7 here are offices of adminiſtration, that 


2891 (> 


it is bot eaſy | to find, men qualified to fill . 
Does death. or diſmiſſion render' them Va- 
Cant? Men of weak underſtanding and 
1 20 EE arrogance canvas for them with 
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„„ 
 prefutiption; that fails not ſpeedily to be 
rewarded with exile and diſgrace; but, in 
che ſhort” interval between theſe" and the 

ppointment; the judgment of monarchs 
5 lad; and che ſplendor 'of ; nations 
celipfed. A d e dee es ni ia rig lip: 

be Valgar magie, that to #11 ert 
poſts nothing is 'neceffary but to give au- 
diences, to have intelligent clerks and a 
feat in his majeſty's council. It is true, 
that, if the emperor could hot boaſt of 4 
Kunitz, Pruffla of a Hertſberg, Naples 
ef an Ai and England of a Pitt, affairs 
might fill proceed without confiderable 
injür y; but to place in the ſcale againſt 
ſuch men, a little, impertinent, ignorant, 
faperficial Frenchman, a courtier, ſkilled 
in twiſting” and untwiſting the thread of an 
intrigue; who changes his opinions every 
day becatiſe he bas in reality no opinions 


at Al: fuch K is one of thoſe 
1 5 ſolemn 


ſolemn jeſts, to which nations would fre- 
quently fall a victim, were it not well known. 
chat Providence mends more blots, than 
knaves and fools are accuſtomeqꝗ to commit. 
Iwo years have not yet marked the ad- 
miniſtration of Morinval with one epocha, 
With, one, inſtance of ſucceſs, with one con- 
certed plan. Probably he was unwilling 
to make a gap in hiſtory. He Wulg have 
judged. wiſer, if he had made one in admi- 
niſtratiqn, and if, like a ſecond Curtius, he 
had precipitated bimſelf into the abyſs « of 
a profound retreat for the ſalvation, of his 
country. I could name at leaſt a dozen 5 
ex>miniſters,, who, haye ſet him the exam- - 
ple. They have perfectiy found their ac- | 
count in it, and their country has been obe 
liged to them. - General opinion, the ſource - 
of all defirable praiſe, . would not. ſuffer : 
the meritorious conduct to remain unre- 


weft Morinval would acquire the ho- 
n ; H 3 - :- 
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nor of A facriffce, Whieh by intrigus and 
EbitriVinide he may protraſtinate, butwhich 
he can ſcarcely expect ultimately to avoid. 
r would" be utfuſt to feprbach à man 
With the närrowneſs of his capacity. © Na- 
ture diſtributes her gilts äs the Will; and, 
What is Till mote, men are not maſters öf 
Ther WA education. But the inexchſabſe 
eiter is, ts take upon ourſelves burdens to 
Which 68 our firength is unequal, „and to f- 

Exifice the ſtate at the ine of o "perſonal 


N 4 When an emp oy ment evidently 
gien 18, 9081 
demands a maſs of i information that" we have 
not been able to procure, what demon | 
urges us to accept of it? And ought I 
to be ſilent, when the queſtion is, whether 
we ſhall riſk the bleſſings of peace and the 
| honour of my country? I Will applaud 
the zeal of Morinval as much as you will ; 

Lill weary fortune with prayers in his be- 
half; my * wiſhes mall lift him to the 


ſummit 


{ 493 9 


fam mit of roy al favour 5 but Iwill intreat 
and conjure; him ta deſcend. from. ioo emi- 
Kent a ſituation. 1$35q%5 oo 69 50 
There is a ſort of modarkads \ÞL@per 
ſoil is in the courts of princes... All men 
fill places of rank and ceremony equally 
well.; or, if by chance they are ill diſ- 
charged, it is of no ſort of conſequenee- 
The court, Morinval, the court e 
Jod; nature bas deſtined you for i it, and 
Jour mode of ſpeaking, of ſerving, 3 I 


2 Gy, 921 13 
ratiating yourſelf, of exiſting, ſeconds 
a 77 ſs SY 
incomparably the purpoſes of nature. 
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Do f bn oH ants tro: 
1 be ei er ng Haris, ane f the Foray | | 
tene ij the French Healdeny, and ibu af: 

e, the Hiftory of iim 


22 * (TIN 1 | ECTS = 
fe, who av- 


"of of ho men of ſen - 
Lf 1499 


ing always exerciſed their minds upon 


 ſeientifical | truth, become, 3 as it were, che * 
repreſehtatives 4 archetypes of I 4 
and WHO in an untried career, ge 
by her rah, advance with ſofficient delibe- by 
ration, not "to incur the hazard of miſcar- 


riage. Of ſuch a fi tuation we may ealily x 
trace the effects. 1 

Hence that moderation, which does not 2 
derive from the ſyſtematical digeſtion of "4 5 
plan, and the certainty of realiſing it in the 1 bo 
execution; but which flows from that 1 
prehenfiveneſs of error, natural to him who 5 
nene ins foreign language. 
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Hence that rimidicy, which we may well 
excuſe in a man, who finds himſelf ſituated 


in the middle place, between the king and 
the nation, between the fear of diſpleaſing 
and the deſirè to be uſeful, between the 
love of virtue and i inexperience, a ? 


FF TE EY 


perſonal integrity and courtly i intrigue. N 


To preſide with ſueceſs in a e 2 | 
aſſembly * it is requiſite, that one ſhould; 1 850 


be admitted into the ſecret of the national 
wiſhes, that one ſhould- hold the rudder;: 


and ſteer the veſſel of the ſtate, along the 7 a 
tempeſtuous ſea of contending opinions, 
and amidſt the rocks and a we: den 


perſonal intereſts. 


Then it is, that che knowiedge of man- | 0 
kind is the moſt precious of all qualifies: 8 
tions. Happy the man, called to this : 
7 


M. Bailly was the firſt perſon who filled this \ le 


e 


diſtinguiſhed ſituation, who can diſti 


FR » 3 


office, n — from 3 n to 2 of the follows - 
ing month. * =» x of " 8 
oc pes the 


cx ) 
ch6-couttior from the patriots the ma of 
arrogant pretenſions from the man ofiabi- 
lty, he ſlave of ambition frotni the lover 
of mankind. rr 10 BRin 91 gi 40 1181 Vlg 
nm may be learned, logical and ſhrewd, 
ane may be ſxilful to parry the arguments 
and object ions of a private circle, nay, poſ- 
ſieſi 2 thouſand claims to public: eſteem, 
and yet want the eſſential qualities, of a. 
preſident. Such things have been, and 
ſuch ihings may occur again. 18617 50 4 | 
A cold manner is not expreſſive. of true 
firmneſs, any more than bland. and gentle 
qualities are always expreſſive of irreſolu- 
tion. Too much reſerve leads to miſtruſt: 
too pliable à temper encourages the neg- 
lect of diſcipline and order. What a 
Klangs tbing is that, which . haye 
agreed to denominate virtue? It verges ö 
with hardly any exception upon 2, neigh- 
touring: vice, and a mathematical, line is 
all dhat — them, 


Has 


0 07 
io Haus Eabuis givemdeoaſion to theſe diſ-. 
quiſſttons Ves: not that they are abſolares 
ly applicable to hig but that they in falk- 
bly ſtart up in the mind of him that diſſects 
Rind phey are not therefore altogether 
impereinent; for, while I am painting 
_ theſe: portraits, no idea can enter my mind, 
4 undertake to cepy n!: news 499% bas! 
While Labuis was nothing, people ſup- 
poſed that he would have heen ſomething, 
If He were truſted with'an intereſſing itua- 
tio; when he became ſomethingi every 
body ſaw that Labuis was nothing. Such 
is the hiſtory of many a Frenchman. The 
faculty of ſpeaking with facility and eaſe 
mifleads us. May it not be ſuſpected, thite 
thoſe, who aſſerted, that the natich Wag 
not ripe for aſſembling the ſtates generab, 
ere not altogether it the wrong d Wie 
does not ſee,” that the people, intdxicatell 
93555 od eg Ia: with 


28H 


in repeated exgeſl 3 
8 — eee their 
redity will exert a double ſhare of inge 

to —— 


they ne indulged; and ee 3 
thus gonſtituted, there will not be found 
force enough to fix. immoveably the foun- 
dations of a conſtitution? It is very poſſi- 
ble, that better deputies could not have 
been elected; but it is by no means clear, 
that, ſuch as they are, they are ſufficient 
for their undertaking. We have yet to 
expiate a complete century of wit, gaiety 
and politeneſs. When we ſhall have re- 
nounced our characteriſtic frivolity, we ſhall 
not 8 be fit for the office of go - 


veraing ourſelves. To Louis the Four- 
Re teenth 


( 109 * 


teenthi and. the regent, we were indebted, 
for the petty advantage of being the moſt 
poliffed nation in Europe; to Louis the 
Sixteenth we ſhall perhaps be indebted for 
the daun of a regeneration, of which oufỹ 
grandchildren will reap the benefits. It is 
for them that we ſow, and it would be fol 
ly to expect that we ſhould ourſelves enjoy > 
the: OE our eee vorks 
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{The Aar guis de Ia Fayette, Commandant ef the 
yet 4 Militia of the City of; Faris 30 921i | 


""PHIEARETAS, flading that de Had all 
oh 4Tidden'become'an keto 75 A very e E45 

rats; côncéived, that it w would be Equal 
edfy to pat hi mſelf for a ſtateſman.” There 
is d Wär at preſent, and! in the interittt he 
has turned Politielan. , Nature” üs orga- 
niſed kim no better for an orator, than the | 
Had formed him for the ſchool of Mars? but, | 
in \pits'of nature, be has declaimed, gun 
us he Nr quered. 13 Strict [£310mmr 
Werle mister tune br Fhäkiretst x WIR 
great pretenſions and trite ideas. He has 
undertaken to protect the cauſe of liberty; 
not chat he feels any vocation in her fa- 
vour; not that he wiſhes to foſter and affiſt 
her j but he hopes, by taking the ſide of 


che leaſt numerous party, to be better ob- 
8 | ſerved ; 


„ 
Ar 


tent at Paris, at leaſt he is determined to 
be known in the country, » where ebenes 
like one poſſfeſſed. n i 


„ Ehilaretas has had the j ingenuity; to per- 
ſuade himſelf, that he. is the authot of 
| American revolution; and accordingly 
by Prepares to, be one of t the prime actors 
in the, revolution of France. He miſtakes 
<lamour for glory; the fi urpriſe of a cottage 
for 2. martial victory; the compliment os 
a ſword for an undecaying monument; the 
language of ceremony for the breath of 
immortal fame; the routine of promotion 
for the reward of virtue; and the diſplay 
of conſtitutional valour for the conſumma- 


9 heroiſm. 4 10 „ 1 18 £5 
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Vite a ſtranger. to it: e 
oiety, becauſe every. man is there, canfined | 
do his niche; he loves not the ſex, hecauſe, 
2537191 if 


| foreigners, cel er are not very ſtrict 
and ſorupi — APIRN 
75 — , contented to liſte 


Ae no "IM 3 * ae 
Aan of an author there are required 
arg tation, diſquiſition, ſtyle. The 
B of authors with ſeverity. Are 
Nane frigidꝰ they are deſpiſed; do they 
- eommit-miſtakes ? they are laughed at. 
2 in converſation fire is rather deſired 
khan accuracy, and ornament than depth. 
The man of accurate diſtinctions is there 
end as a pedant; and to reaſon ill, is 
ia eee to _ that would, _ 


Philaretas 


(ng) 
Pghilaretas will remain faithful to the 
od n has choſen, without being very 

a to aſſign to himſelf the reaſons for that 
nmadelit7. He knows not the full meaning 
and. force of the word conſtitution; he 
lens not the degree of power that muſt 
neceſſarily be reſerved to the executive au- 
Chority. But the word 4e liberty“ lights 
up in him the train of ambition; and he 
will endeavour to know what to do with 1 it, 
pets eee has got it. 
He formerly attacked a miniſter 10 di. 
*} Sia) with as little maliee, as he now 
difplays diſcernment. Perſons at Hrſt itna- 
gine, that ſome great project was aboutto 
_ + difeloſe itſelf, and that extraordinary dif- 
coveries would ſpeedily be made. No ſueh 
Thing. Marinas Was " 0 nee 
23 AE: 


TY „ morn! 
M. de la Fayette produced an impeachment a- 
gainſt M. de Calonne in the aſſembly of Notables, in 
April 1787, a few days after his diſmiſſion ff 
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Pork; and 17 Po ae no 094 FM Thy 
ught of nothing, but of filli th his 
ought of nothing, but of filing with 


name che mouths of the coffee- houſe, ora- 
en. . een 25 Py late to ne 
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300 as L regarded. M0: aged, 0 ae as of; true 
delicacy. V hirefang RENE 
What can 8 2 man as W do 
in a national, afſembly : ? N either good; nor 
Th |. harms, Als, opinion will exactly * 
with that of the majority of his party. 
Tbere is a, ſet of people totally incapaci- 
tate 40 think for themſelyes; they have 
. juſt the ability to defend the opinion. that 
another has dictated to them, and no more; 
and they ſeeretly do themſelves, the Juſtice . 
to believe, that they thould too frequently 
gtarniſp their reputation, if they adhered 
fa nde to their own dubious and uncer- 
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Such is Philaretas. He deſerves a FIR 
He renown, becauſe he has ſurpaſſed the 
. majority of bie 82165 * Perhap s he is Him- | 
"hp unacquainted ith the reaſon of the in- 
Aug rence} he has obtained. It i 18, that he has 
* 588 a great deal with the humble means, 
with which nature furniſhed him. The 
| ou has applauded i in him what he deſired 
ov 0 be; and not what he was. Befide; he has 
i exterior of! modeſty, and connoiſſeurs 
enly ie That th eg? to > form upon chat 
ae F $1199 2 88 h Bin, 
ze outlines of his cu Ak hab 
are 5 only ſketched, and the firſt war, that 
occurs, muſt decide upon its value. His 
keputation as a; ſtateſman is finiſhed and 
8 * He will never go beyond what 
, e have already ſeen him. Scanty of in- 
be vention, of art, of energy, and of lupgs, 
and ever on the hunt after petty. ſucceſſes; 
we dimenſions of his cloſet are the exact 
© counterpart of the dimenſions of his mind. 
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ing in his temper, he has exhibited him- 
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. YOUNG, and "butning with the defire 


of gaining to himſelf a reputation, Gozler 
has launched himſelf in the ſea of politics, 
His claims cunfiſt in an elevated name, in 
the rare Ber of genuine eloquence, and in 
the extreme elearneſs and preciſion with 
which he developes his ideas. He has per. 
formed no prodigies of ſtudy, but he has 
heard and edified by the leffons'of conter- 
ſation, and er amounts to che ſame 


-» , : 
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Gonler mod Wal with ebene al 


pulineſs of the Paris election; animated, 


active, ingenious in his diſcourfe; conciliat- 


ſeit 3 in a very intereſting point of view. He 


| fas indeed been leſs conſpicuous in the af- 


LE * 
ſembly of the nobleſſe 3 but, when we 
IF 81 5 728 III von FT, 

— 888 „ | conſider 
7 2 j 


C LIP, 8 
conſider how few rivals he had to o appre- 
hend in that order, it ſeems but juſt to im- 
pute this gircumſtance to > prudence. and 
moderation, + gt Ce | 
One point alarms. me e for oe” What 
ſhare had he in digeſting the Paris inſtruc- 
tions, the worſt digeſted that have yet ap- 
peared ,the moſt reprehenſible | in their prin» 
ciples, the. moſt barren i in counſel, the moſt 
deſtitute of liberal and conſtitutional views ? 
II they were drawn up by Gozler, We are 
bound to ſubtract largely from c our eſtcem, 
and to abridge greatly our praiſes, But 
the reaſons to impute to him this guilt are 
merely circumſtantial, and we are perhaps 
unjuſt ſo much as to ſuſpect it. | 
Gonler defends his order with more ea- 
| gerneſs, than true perception of their! in- 
tereſts. It is ſought, he alledges, to anni- 
Hhilate the privileges, to ſtrip the nobility, 
and preſently the democracy will give laws 
3 to 


16 1 ) 
0 1 18 Y 
Nom 2d; 12000 Hs To ei epi lo vide 
to the ſtate, The more we examine theſe, 
objetions,.the. more deſtitute t they, appear. 
of foundation. No power can change chat X 
which, is, into that which 1 is not. If. the 
ee party bad formed this chime- 
rical project, its members would be lef s 
ambitious to be admitted into corps, that 
have long been regarded with 'veneration, | 
Between objecting to the preſent conſtitu- 
} 
tion of our nobility : and dif) puting t the whol 0 
ſum o of its privileges, there 1 is an 1 
diſtance, ypon whic Gozler has not ſu 
ciently reflected. 7 repreſentatives of 
the people conſent to ratify the honorary 
rights; 4. but not to pay the immenſe reve- 


| ugs, to which theſe diſtinguiſhed families 
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out ve which. They 1 ſpeedily be loſt in 
"the crow wd of vulgar mortals, - 2 9 01 
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Es has more than once ingeniouſly 
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i fp d os, * diſtinction. The 
empire 
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empire of riches 1 is of all acherk the moſt 
potent; F it is "that, to Which tyrants" are” 
indebted for their prerogatives. The 
proprietor of gold has a thoufand graces 
in his diſpoſal ; and he, that difpoſes of 
2 graces, diſpoſes of the wills of men, 
which are always compelled ſooner or later 
to ſubmit to the urgent pleas of neceſſity: 
Can it be expected then, that the people 
| ſhould y voluntaril y furniſh that metal, Which 
is the inſtrument of their ſlavery; ; "that they 
| ſhould furniſh the great with the means of 
counterbalancing the original and natural 
force of numbers? The nation is con- 
tented, to ſupport the dignity 'of the 
throne, to contribute to our defence againſt 
the public enemy, to defray the expences 
of a prudent adminiſtration ; but they are 
not willing, annually to enrich a trib e of | 
ſopereilious families, who "are indebted to 
þIpfrigue, 55 the N their fort 1 
"Goz 
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Gozler !. open your eyes, e you. wo 
perceive in your vicinity two ſingle . 
lies, who, coſt the ſtate. an annual ſum of 
thirty millions -, for the diſcharge 3 c 
office, that a clerk” would perform with... 
more exactneſs and ekt for a, falary 15 
of ten thouſand francs . olg; 
Tou will anſwer perhaps, that half aſs bo 
privileges fo greatly envied, fall in their 
turn to perſons, Who ate raiſed from that 
very third eſtate the author of theſe com: 
plaints, and that with a little patience, it 
members will paſs into the privileged or- 
der, and be admitted to a ſhare in their 
revenues. This is doubtleſs the beſt ob - 
jection that could be made, becaule it is 
ad hominem; but at the ſame time it con- 
| jures up to our imagination evils, contain- 
nn ing in them the ſeeds of their own repro- 
\ 3 auction and that may laſt forever. 
| 
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Gozler is worthy to Tilt above prejudices ces 4 
generally prevalent, and to place him- 8 
ſelf among thoſe, who nobly dare to affert : 
an independent exiſtence. He has an un- 
derſtanding, to lead his contemporaries ; 
an ambition, to riſe above obſtacles; "wk 
talent, to bear him out in honourable 
adventure; a rank, to filence the malig- 


nant at. the envious; a manner, to over- 
awe the enthuſiaſtic and the rath; and al 
aſſemblage of qualities, that could, not fail | 
to n ai ſucceſs. Ting 
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not of a brilliant deſcription. - He paſſion- 


ately loves the friends of manKing „ the 
m__ e the friends of reafod and 
e friends of order. Eſtecmed by the 


Feed he is not the ſubject. of Vulgir 


| panegyric. He has taken no care 8 85 
| tain the friendſhip of thoſe female cabals, 
whoſe activity is ſo inceſſant to draw the 
man they 1 favour out of his native "obſcurt- 
ty. * J 
He has not endeavoured to ſecute 1 


: fa elf thoſe* ſp lendid ſuffrages, t that t im 


151 N (73 
| wn e on the multitude, He i is not anxious 
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to be quoted in ihe noiſy circles of agita- 
tion and paſſion He! has lived for him- 
ſelf and his friends, and, he has lived a dit 
tie e glory. e a 

- .Zohor,. inured to thoſe Fan u 
tations, which by means of arithmetical 
proceſſes change conjecture into demon- 
ſtr⸗ tion, is probably unadapted for thoſe 
earbylent diſcuffions, which characteriſe 
numerous aſſemblies, thrown i into fermen- 
tation by t the variety of intereſts, the colli- 


fion 0 of. Paſſions and the extraordinary criſes 
that may, be. expected to reſult. Unaccuf⸗ | 
tomed | to ſpeak in public, he cannot com- 
mand the reſources of a Demoſthenes, and 
is unable to ſubjugate the mind by the elo- 
quence : and energy of his dition. 

But he amply compenſates for the, v want 
of theſe brilliant qualifications, by a feries 
of ſtudy, | that enables, him, to diſcern what 


it i that will be uſeful to his country, and 
95 what 


r 


ee 


EM Ye the remedies that her ents 
demand. enoinornilagg 


Zohor is bene the laſt defender of 
chit philoſophy, prong up in England, f 
and received for a moment in France, the 
primeval cauſe of the revolution which is 
now taking place; that philoſophy, which 
would produce the happineſs of the world; 
if, reſtrained within proper limits, its ad- 
3 Ws Aer | been grad 
by _ SHOES os timid. If Zo- 
bor do not unfurl its ſtandard like Voltaire, 
if he do not deify it like Diderot, it is 
however impoſſible to miſtake his real ſen- 
iments ; and we may ſay of him, 
4 He ſeeks the ſhade, but firſt he would be 
ens. . | hogs es 
He has 00 eg and. yer is 
infiitely "ſuperior to ordinary writers. 


397 Gee 


'# kr fazit ad falees et ſe cupit ante vider. Vigert, 
IAN Why? 


( 325 ) | 
Why? Becauſe he has advanced and im- 
nation be parſimonious and ſcanty, his 
judgment is luminous and found; and he 
wall. .prove of more real. uſe to mankind, 
than twenty writers, that aſpire . 
tice; to the praiſe of genius. 

A woman, who had formerly e re: 
putatian, attacked him with virulence 
without being able to draw from him 2 
word of reply. This philoſophie moders> 
tion has been e en bat Rufe 30" 
tated, / TRIS IL# = 

Zohor enjoys * a name, ts bis. aun 
| have made illuſtrious; all Europe does 
him this juſtice. Let it be obſerved, that 
extenſive celebrity is no trifling poſſeſſion, | 
at a time, when the world e to have 


*The author 35 Re to the — 
de Sillery, in her treatiſe OPER che Source 
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| | conſpired 
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conſpired ſor the deſtruction of mediocrity, 
and is agreed to repulſe v with contempt the 
+-ambitious,pretenders, -that. ehen (AR All 
ſides the temple of renowun. ole 
One merit that belongs to Zohors i IS, 
tog have extended the limits of Geometry, 
not only through all the regions of natu- 
cc ral ſcience, but alſo into queſtions of 
e moral confideration, which are in their 
e on nature complicated, fortuitous and 
eit variable. This obſervation is. perhaps 
matter enough for a long winded. pane- 
„ gyric; but we content ourſelves with 
tf dropping a hint upon the ſubjects, with- 
e out undertaking a finiſhed delineation.” 
A man ſoon becomes diffatisfied with 
| what he en reer and the hic 


e 


be ace not content Zohor. He ee to Sek 
115 for fame in a new career; already he regrets 
ef ſo many, nights paſſed in the pati Ae 
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eilculation; he haſtens to plunge nimtelf 
- in ie been of politics, and ſeeks in the 
tempeſt of debate fot a new ſource of 
glory: f 2140-3 207 22bh. 
Zohor J As gecler averſe! to thoſe nu; 
Ac cireles; where the female ſex pre- 
ficeb: Where they ſtamp with their anathe- 
ma khoſe very works, whoſe merit they are 
unable to diſpute; where they loudly ap- 
plaud mediocrity, when united with à rank 
that may patroniſe or may perſecute; 
Where their ſtupid lovers are encouraged 
for no other purpoſe, than to make of 
"them echos, which may ſpread far and 
wide the deſpotic decrees of this abſolute 
Knete. | | 
He e is a member of that academy, which 
„Rite, who had a ſpice of the pedant, 
and not a grain of the philoſopher, intend- 
eto compoſe of grammatical critics. But 
Zohor knows better than any man living, 
5 — 
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i ted to a quick, continually ſuffers 


another of her ſeerets to eſcape 
t of ratiocination and ſcience. 
y c e 1 the 
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22 ount de Mi Tp Author of Conf. derations on 
tze Order of Cincinnatus; Doubts reſpefting the 
| Navigation of the Schelde ; Diſquiftions on the 
; "Bank of Saint Charles ; ; on the Water Works of 
Paris; and on the Caiſe D' Eſcompte 3 3 Impeach- 
ment of the Stock-jobbers 3 Thoughts on Lettres 
de Cachet; on the Office of Stadtholder ; on the 
Pruſtan Monarchy ; Secret Hiſtory of the Court 
. Bf Berlin, Se. Sc. Cc.) 


IRAMR A would have been one of the 

moſt uſeful men that ever exiſted, if his 
unruly paſſions had not always been at war 
with his genius. Like the bee, he extracts 
honey from every ching around him, with- 
out the baſeneſs of theft or the infliction of 
injury. He reſembles thoſe rivers, that in 
their majeſtic courſe receive the tribute of 
a thouſand ſtreams, and the diverſified 
wealth of every neighbouring mountain; 
and then pour into the ocean with an ex- 

K panſion 
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ing and ſublime. Controverſy animates 
Iramba, and gives new energy to his mind. 
Ardent and vigorous, he draws out the la- 
tent force of his adverſary. The antago- 
niſt excels himſelf, collects all his powers 
and qualifications, and employs every ex- 
pedient of artifice and oonviction. Iramba 
liſtens, reflects, i is inſtructed; he either de- 
feats his opponent with his own weapons, 
or paſſes quietly on and reſerves _ Wor 
a more important occaſion. 
le is preſent at a debate: the Aiſpurants 
wniheve ſcrupulouſly to the arts of logie, 
and enquire little after the dictates of per- 
fuaſion. Diffident of their own capacity, 
they have recourſe to the aids of authority 


aànd che deductions of hiftorical fact. Iram- 


| ba purſues the train of their reaſoning, re- 
Jects with contempt their limping and flow- | 
paced method, ſcans wide" a yr 
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( 
eye the facts that are ftated, obſerves their 
true bearings and inference, and maſters in 
2n hour, what muſt elſe have _ him the 
ſtudy of a day. 
There are men, laborious in calculatior 
Penn that have never aimed to ac- 
Auire the art of explaining their obſerva- 
tions. There are others, to whom nature 
has given the faculty of diſcovery and in- 
vention, but who have not the ſecret of en- 
lightening the underſtandings of others. 
There are perſons, who prefer perſpicuity 
and elegance to the grand and the ſublime. 
Iramba eſtimates each man at his juſt va- 
Jue, hears them all, and reproduces their 
ideas animated with the ſplendour of elo- 
quence. Each man recogniſes his own 
method of conſidering the ſubject, but he 
finds that method embelliſhed, and d he dos 
not dare to complain. | 
Men's minds are as various as Ade 
This man takes his departure from a ſin- 
| K 2 gle 
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82 idea; but he modiſies it in a a thouſand 
ways, he applies it to a thouſand ſubjects, 
he builds upon it a ſyſtem of the moſt ex- 
tenſive application. That man has a ſtrict 
and ſevere logic, he connects diſſevered 
principles, he hangs upon them important 
conſequences, he conſtantly gives to the 
truth he would inforce the moſt irreſiſtible 
evidence. A third is gifted. with a conti- 
nual flow of uſeful conceptions, that he 
brings in, as a tribute to the general weal - 
he enlarges his talent by the honeſty of his 
zeal, and he inforces his zeal by the re- 
ſpectability of his eloquence. Still another 
has made mankind his ſtudy, in the world, 
in books, in the midſt of important action; 
habituated to contemplate, he ſees the cha- 
riders of men under all their different ap- 
pearatices ; ; endowed with a felicity of de- 
ſcription, he paints the moſt ſtriking like- 
Hes. 5 Tramba identifies himſelf with 
. * 5 Fe - 
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theſe, four perſonages 3 he appropriates 
| their faculties, he increaſes them from his 
own ſtock, he appears a Coloſſus. T here 
are many men in Iramba, but you never 
ſee any thing but himſelf. Surely he, who 
poſſeſſes the talent of engroſſing human 
underſtanding, is entitled to fill the firſt 
fituation! Accordingly his rivals yield to 
him the palm, and are contented to occu- 
py the ſecond place. | 
The herd of writers, echos of the unre- 
flecting multitude, deny that he is entitled 
to all the merit of his performances. An 
error, if ever there was one. He conceived 
them all; he reared them all. The archi- 
tect has indeed the columns formed to his 
hands, he does not paint the ceilings, he 
does not execute the ornaments of the 
building; but he drew the plan, he laid 
out the apartments, he choſe the ſpecies of 
the decorations ; 3 it is he that built the pa- 
1 K 3 lace, 
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lace, the „ of which is, prai 
or the defects of which. are criticiſed... It 
has been ſaid, that. all compariſons. have 
theu weak ſides; I afſert of the preſents 
that it is complete in all its parts (F). 

ILramba does not ſet either his pen or big 
opinion. to fale, He follows exactly the 
oppoſite maxim, he puſhes it as far as it 
will go, and it is on that ſide perhaps, that 
his moral character is moſt vulnerable. It 
is worth while to attend to the explanation 
of this curious feature. He believes, that 
the ſecret of gaining men to your ſide and 
extorting their ſuffrages, is, to be always in 
the right; and, for that purpoſe, to utter 
upon all occaſions the exact truth. He 
adopts this method by ſo much the more 
| willingly, becauſe no project. can be more 
Jotoreſting. or more new, than that of ſpeak- | 
ing Aan But this ſecret, evidently i im- 


portant: g it is, leads to. the moſt alarming 
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onſeq ces. It not only arms againſt you 
a whole hoſt of enemies, but it leads to the 
_ perpetual violation of gratitude and friend- 
thip. He, | who profeſſes to conceal nothing 
that may be uſeful to the multitude, muſt 
neceſſarily reveal the manceuvres of thoſe, 
who are only rich becauſe other men are 
ignorant. Take for example, the book enti- 
tled Denonciation de Þ Agiotage, (Impeachment 
of the Stockjobbers) ; the maxim of ſpeak- 
ing truth in this inſtance involved the ruin 
of two hundred individuals. In this num 
ber there were credulous perſons, perſons 
drawn in by the power of circumſtances; 
perſons intimately connected with the 
friends of their deſtroyer. In this pitileſs 
office he diſobliges friendſhip, violates the 
decorums of ſociety, and facrifices his owh' 
feelings of gratitude at the ſhrine of that 
auſtere truth, which is ever inexorable, and 
Gildains to parley with the affections and 
| K 4 cha- 
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charities of human ſociety.” To make my- 

ſelf ſtill better underſtood, I will ſuppoſe 
that Ir amba had written a book, like the 
Secret Hiſtory of the Court of Berlin æ; 
he would have thought of but one object, 
the inſtruction and illumination of his con - 
ſtituents; he would have imagined, that 
the conſideration of humbling the vanity 
and ſelf. importance of individuals was of 
no weight, in compariſon with the neceſſity 

and indiſpenſibleneſs of truth; an appre- 
henſion of this ſort would not have ſtopped 
him for a moment. He gratified no en- 
mity againſt any individual; he ſaw nothing 
in them but mediums for the inculcation 
of truth. It may be perceived from theſe 
illuſtrations, to what lengths the principle 

of gabs truth i in all its evidence dan 1. 


| eaſily lead. 


Ons of che moſt extraordinary and intereſt 3 | 
| iti ; . of the preſent * 9 
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It is ſo true that Iramba is irritated, 
tormented with this propenſity, that he 27 io 
conſequence neglects extremely the grari- 
fication of perſonal revenge. What would 
become of a maſs of pigmies, if Hercules 
raiſed up his club ? Would fo much 8 


trace of his adverſaries remain upon the 


field of battle, if this Achilles deſcended 


into it in his celeſtial panoply ? 
Amidſt the unruly paſſions that 99 


ed themſelves upon his youth, after an 
adoleſcence, deſerted and untrained, by a 
father, too eagerly occupied about his C 
fame to lay the foundation of that of his 
ſons, and by a mother, who was continu- 
ally buſied in odious diſputes with her own. 
ſervants, commenced thoſe frequent fol- 
lies, that rendered too conſpicuous a young 
man, whom the ardour of his paſſions and 


the efferveſcence of the lub 
converted into a ſort of prodigy. | 
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to extremity by the ſeverities of a father, 
buũed in inventing the means of repairing 
Bis errors, embarraſſed to diſcover ways 
el ſupporting the dignity of his birth, a 
eircumſtance upon which a young man 
lays an extraordinary ſtreſs, it was eaſy that 

mould lofe himſelf in the road to hap- 
pines, The enemies of Iramba diſcoyer- 
ed in that ſtormy period a long. ſeries of 
exrors. The philoſopher will ftudy it, 
that he may obſerve; how the ſame man, 
whom paſſion blinds in the firſt inſtance, 
 afterwaxds: finds in himſelf the power of 

raping from the labyrinth in which the 
love of pleaſure entangled him; in how 
great a degree the miſtakes of the heart 
furniſh: pretences to malignity, and diet for 
; calumny ; and how far circumſtances 
change the character of actions. There is 
a chain that connects overſight with im- 


dence, — with error, error 
» with 


with the breach of propriety, the breach 
of propriety with miſcarriage, miſcarriage 
with,injuſtice, injuſtice with guilt, guilt 
with profligacy, and profligacy with all 
chat is enormous. Iramba ſought to be 
agreeable, he found himſelf beloved; he 
undertook to ſeduce, he conſummated his 
deſign, he raviſhed the conqueſt he had 
made from the vengeance of jealouſy and 
whe arms of power. In the eye of the las 
this was a rape, a crime; in the eye of mo- 
rality it was unjuſt; in that of philoſophy, 

it was a delirium, excuſed by the fever of 
love, and the violence of an dae 
period of life.. 

He, that would * en, rain 
muſt forget the multitude of falſe. calcula- 
tions and inconſiderate procedures, of. 
which he has been at once the actor and. 
the victim; muſt recollect, that he bas. 

1 puniſhed. with a ſeverity, that he has 


been 


been treated with, nn beyond 
all example; muſt allow, that few men 
arę endowed like him with a diſpoſitions 
ardent to improve, as well as prompt to 
e every thing; and muſt confeſs that 
ano has thrown out a ſubſtance, 

n being greatly uſeful to a nation. 
; Misfortune, or rather the occaſion to 
ſtruggle againſt it, has given him fortitude 
and courage; the neceſſity of defending his 
character has taught him the art of public 
ſpeaking and made him an orator; com- 
pulfory ſolitude, and the hope of beguil- 
mg the hours of retreat have converted ap- 
plication and the art of EIS bing 
hours of leiſure into habit. 1 
"His principles are ſound and nm 
and, when conſidered as a ſyſtem, their 
truth will be found irreſiſtible. I apply 
to them the name of moderate, for the in- 
5 ction of thoſe, who confound warmth 
of 


TS 


of expreſſion and paſſionateneſs of judg- 
ment. He is even capable of an unlooked 
for compoſure in the midſt of popular vio- 
lence; It is but little ſuſpected, that he 
is one of thoſe men, over whom true geni- 
us, real ability has the greateſt aſcendancy. 
He eſtimates lightly enough a literati, an 
academician, the laborious conſtructor of 
pompous nothings; but he conceives an | 
involuntary and a deep. reſpect. for him, 
who has reſources in his own mind, and 
who has improved real talents by the ac- 
quiſition of uſeful Knowledge, PERM 
An inconteſtible proof of a great avian 
is to be found in this circumſtance, when 
a man attaches himſelf to one object, and 
renounces every other ſpecies of glory. 
This is to demand no ſmall ſacrifice, eſpe- 
cially from men of extenſive capacity, and 
at a period, when, to obtain the verdict of 
renown, it is neceflary to prefer a clear and 
indiſ- 


N 
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wwänputable title; [© Tramba himſelf will 
Ee, inchis ardt fitting -of the ftates-g ral. 


the pal of eloquence; he has rivals ther 
will aſpire to a ſhare inthe prize. 

He aſſociates in his er ee 
aſus of too feeble a texture. PhiloRetes 
was the companion of Hercules, becauſe, 
wherever Hereules was not, Philoctetes 

was-a hero. Diomedes was worthy to enter 
the lifts with his Achilles. But aS—, a 
N, and a N— *, are not qualified even for 
the ſuite of dgeriba. He becomes enthu- 
ſiaſtic in a man's favour, and his officious 
: imagination blindly aſcribes to him quali- 
ties, the want of which his ſounder Judg- 
ment ſpeedily detects. 


- 


# Perſons concerned in the 8 Provenge, 
2 News letter, Publiſhed by Mirabeau. The author 
in the preceding ſentence has confounded Diomedes 


Iramba 


{ x43 ) 


Iramba has not always been judged 
with this impartiality. Peace to their 
bels! Who would move the excrements 
of this infectious ſink, and expoſe himſelf 
to the exhalations? But a pamphlet has 
appeared, TS ) in which a celebrated 
painter has delineated in the true ſtyle this 
man, who forces his enemies to hear him, 
if he do not force them to be fuent. OY 
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(Count mt @ Antraignes, Author of VN L 


cations porn The” —_— * * States- * al 


AN T E N 0 R i is by nature a courtier, 
a thinks himſelf a republican. | Do you 
aſk, what is his opinion upon great con- 
ſtitutional queſtions ? Antenor cannot tell 
you. The ſyſtem of liberty opens a vaſt 
field to an ardent imagination, eager in 
the purſuit of the wonderful and the ſub- 
lime. To defend that ancient nobility, 
which has exhibited itſelf in ſo firiking 
colours in an hundred periods of our hiſ- 
tory.— appears alſo to be a very intereſting 
employment. To ſerve a king, whom 
circumſtances perhaps embarraſs, but 
whoſe probity and public ſpirit . render 
him ſo peculiarly engaging,—is in the eyes 
of Antenor a . and indiſpenſible duty. 

11 To 


5 (14560 

To afford one's aid to a nation, which has 
Auitted its ancient ſlavery, only to be ſub- 
Red to a condition; perhaps more ſe- 
vere, but leſs humil iating,—inflames his 
zeal. Antenor would wiſh to play theſe 
four characters at once, equally anxious to 
be the man of the people and the man of 
the king; a nobleman and a citizen; the 
adherent of republicaniſm _ the advo- 
_ cate of ariſtocrao : ET 


* o& ü in Spinion, always in the . a Bean 
"08 every thing by ao, * 
| ""Antenor eſpouſes with ardour the inte- 
reſts c of thoſe, who fill a certain ſpace in the 
public eye; but the moment, that from 
| overſight « or imprudence they render them- 
ſelves the themes of popular diſcontent, he 
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' fallibly abandons them. Why not? what 
buſes has he to lend his ſupport to men, 
wo do not know how to ſupport and take 

eite of chermfelves? He was tenderly at- 
tached to a ſtateſman, celebrated for. the 
magie of his addreſs; to a citizen, bold in 
the cauſe of the public; to a woman of 
quality; {une duchrſſe} of great ſenfibility 
and underſtanding ; to a magiſtrate, who. 

had ſucceſsfully recommended himſelf to 
popular applauſe. W hen the miniſter was. 

| diſgraced, the citizen perſecuted, the wo- 

man of quality c deſerted, and the magiſtrate. 

fo orgotten, Antenor excuſed himſelf from 
| the trouble of vindicating their 1 reputation. 
; Elis condudt | in politics i is like his con- I 
duct in friendſhip. | To p pam phlets more 
remarkable for animation than for ſtrength 
of teaſoning, more diſtinguiſhed by inge- 
nuity of reſearch than by folidity of prin- 

| IN appeared ny his name in the laſt, 

winter, 


2 


c 0 5 


Winter, and taught the public to expeth in 
Antenor a zealous defender of the doctrines 
of liberty. and the cauſe of the people. 
He found, chat theſe principles were not 
acceptable to his own order. He accord - | 
ingly retracted his momentary error, and 
gave the ſtamp of publicity to his retracta - 
tion. Obſerve however, that this was at 
a crifis, when the firmneſs of the nobles? 
houſe of aſſembly ſeemed to prepare for 
them the victory. Now, that the com- 
mons are enabled to diſpute this victory, 
it is more than probable, that Antenor will 
refer to his pamphlets, and declare that 
they are the faithful depofitaries of his 


political creed. And why not deſert the 


ariſtocracy? What buſineſs has Autenor to 
lend his ſupport to men, who do not kaun o how N 


10 ſupport and take care of themſelves 2 


At what rate are we to eſtimate 3 
abilirivs of Antenor? He has nothing 
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al vio" very | charaQtriſtic, but ma y 
things above the common rate, a moderate 
degree of penetration, a, verbiage. of elo- 
quence, which, though ſufficiently faulty, 
is yet better than his compoſition and bis 
ſtyle. To a true judge there is a very ſen- . | 
ſible difference between a heated imagina- 
tion and a heart - felt courage; between the 
reſtleſſpeſs of ambition and the vigour of | 
the ſoul; between an incapacity of reten- 
tion and that fulneſs of the mind which 
uſt;communicate itſelf ; between com- 
5 mon- place declamation againſt courts and 


2 an. inbred averſion to the lite of a couftier. 


Grant me this, and every one of my dif- 
tinctions is to the diſadvantage of Antenor. F 


To do him perfect juſtice it would be 
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neceſſary to weigh one's words with fingu-, 
lar accuracy. Few men more capable of of 
ſerving. their party, but you muſt by, no 
Aagns e upon it that he will ſerve it 
to- 


4 
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to-morrow. He dif, plays courage, he ex- 
preſſes zeal, he ſtates a project; and in all 
this for the preſent he is very ſincere: but 
with equal ſincerity he will infallibly de- 
roy all this hereafter. It is not ſo much 
that he is a weak man; it is not that he is 
inconſiſtent. How then do we account 
for it? Antenor ſees but to a certain extent 
| at a ſingle view; he enters with eagerneſs 
into the truth that he ſees; he grows ani- 
mated and warm; preſently circumſtances 
change, the ſcene is altered; other objects 
preſent themſelves to his view; diſquiſition 
enlarges his ideas and dignifies bis way of 
conſidering objects. His imagination then 
grows warmer than before; it. diſtends and 
becomes ungovernable; it overthrows every 
thing he had before erected, and hurries 
him away to ſomething diametrically op- 
poſite. | The love of admiration is his 
ruling rn and he forgets, thar con- 
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tradictions ruin a man in the. public opi- 
nion; that they would ſmother and anni- 
x; 'bilate the moſt ſhining talents; and that 
therefore by a ſtill ſtronger reaſon 
IH Bot in the party to which Antenor at- 
aches himfelf, that is, for juſt as long as 
he adopts it, he will fpeak with warmth, 
dhe Will impreſs upon his anditors the dig- 
mity of truth, he will give to their opera- 
tions activity and exertion; he will keep 


them, as it were, in a continued ſucceſſion 


of debating, digeſting, deciding. Iknow 
how eaſy it is to turn this talent into ridi- 
cCule; but J alſo know, that in all nume- 
'Fous aſſeinblies, Which "continually tend 
to ards iaction, a few'of theſe men, that 
argue, that preſs, that put the nN 
criti, are indifpenſibly neceflary. 
Antenor is capable of the 3 att. 
Kees; but then, he muſt have had the me- 
ook vi being t Wes think of them; and 
2991 2 4 the 


Li 
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- the party that ſubmits to a ſacrifice muſt 
T a minority. 
Upon common occafions he has energy 

_ fortitude ; but- he is befide himſelf, 
when he turns his eye upon the court, 
hen he ſees ſo many titled idiots loaded 
with the gifts of fortune and the favour of 
their prince, While he, a patriot, an author, 

a man of eloquence and mind, can play no 
part but in his own province, and there 
ſeldomfills more than a ſecondary character. 
Antenor intended to prop himſelf upon 
one of the columns of the ſtate ; but, as 
that column begins to totter, he has pur- 
| ſued a ſurer path to the acquiſition of glo- 
ry. He foreſees the cataſtrophe of miniſ- 
terial, power, and, confiſtcat with. his well- 
" Principle, he withdraws. i in de. 
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10 MICUS.; is one of thoſe ee a 
miſtake what they could have done, or 
what they ought to have done, for actual 
7 performance ; who go from place to place, 
telling their dreams, as if they were ſo ma- 
ny realities, and deſcribing the ſchemes 
they have formed, as if they were ſo many 
finiſhed atchievements. He. has viſited 
America, Germany, England, Sweden, 
Denmark and Ruſſia, in the ſame ſpirit as 
one reads their names in a map, uninſtruct- 
ed by the opportunities he has poſſeſſed, 

unamuſed by the objects he has beheld. 

His heart is placed in the ſeat of the brain; 
his brain i is always heated and enthufiaſtic. | 
Jn, ſpeculation he is a ſage, a kind of baſ- 


tard Rs; but bring him to the 
LE touch» 


£4 


(C2193 » 
touchſtone of fugacity, and his n, 5 


turns into air. 
Micus has much to fig. for himſelf, 
which implies multiplicity of ideas and 
facility of expreſſion. | He is incapable of 
reflection and ſtill more incapable of con- 
| verſation; but he has that boldneſs, which 
impoſes upon fools, nay, impoſes upon 
men of ſenſe; for they grow tired of the 
perpetual din, and had rather complaiſant- 
ly approve, than contend with the ſtorm. 
Mlicus defires to be an inventor” and is 
only an humouriſt; to be ſevere and is only 
| Impertinent ; he would willingly be taken 
for : a malcontent and is only extravagant: 
a good ſoldier, an indifferent general, and 
a man of genius, as far as that quality can 
conſiſt with vain-glory, boaſting and the 
E uſe of hyperbolical expreſſions. 
Ws _ Ought w we to hex. of a Jens man 
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the information, that is requiſite in him 
that would lay the foundation of a good 
conſtitution? Shall we fiy to tents and 
martial fields, to enquire out the princi- 


contribute to the wiſdom of our legiſſa- 
tion? As there is ſcarcely any thing that 
does not demand reform, it were to be de- 
fred, that every member of the national 
aſſembly ſhould be a man of talents. One 


of the wiſeſt objects we can propoſe to our- 


ſelves, is, to ſow, as ĩt Were, the ſeeds of 
prove the ſketch which we ſhall delineate, 
that may conſolidate the edifice that will 
totter to its baſe, and add what will infal- 
Ubly be deficient in a great work under- 
taken with precipitation. 


Micus has that principle of animal for- 


xitude, which upon a thouſand occaſions 
a of the moſt eſſential uſe. It is ſcarcely \ 
. a 


Ples of perſonal liberty? Can a ſoldier 


\ 
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to be imagined, Ant in the long train of 
events that is now preparing, this ardour 
will not find its place. Can it be believed. 
that all the provinces, blindly obedient 
to the oracles of their own repreſentatives, 
will receive the new code in ſilence? Some 
will demand modifications; others will 
| eject: it altogether. But let us leave this 
greut ſecret in the obſcurity that involves 
it; the period haſtens, in which we thall 
not fail to be acquainted with it. 5 It may 
be, the tutelary angel of France watches 
over her felicity in this intereſting” and 
critical moment. 


LANOSE. 
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and the church, they love better the Pg 
that i is the father of his nobility, than the” 
king that is the father of his people. A A 
deſerter of the eſlabliſhed ſyſtem, a willi 1 
eonvert to the principles that the times 
; impoſe, 1 Lanoſe has courageouſly declared” 
himſelf in favour of the oppreſſed multi- 
tude, and profeſſed a doctrine c e 
unknown to his anceſtors. : 
Laznoſe has a foul of fire, not a HAS? 
underſtanding, This diſtinction is not 
commonly attended to; though the former | 
is pregnant with ſublime and heroic action, 
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putes. Accorgingiy Lanoſe is eloquent 
without intending to be ſo. His ideas 
flow from an ardent diſpoſition, agitated 
at once with hope and fear; inſpired with 
the perception of wrong and the deſire of 
right; prompted by diſpleaſure to ee 
queſtions. miſtated and miſunderſtood, and : 
by ability to illuminate and to guide. EY 4 

Men of animation, full of their ſubject, 
are continually guilty of exaggeration, 
and exceed the ſtrict bounds of propriety 
and truth. It is without doubt an error, 
but it. is alſo the purchaſe- money, that we 
pay for the qualities of men fit to conduct | 
a revolution; they paſs the goal; they | 
return upon their ſteps, and they ſtop at 
the true point, but a little later than they 
ſhould have done. Experience is a plant 
of tardy growth, and it is from thence 
only that we imbibe * true education. 


Ability makes us ; enterprifing; courage 
enables 


, TRY elvoenittinale 
aſures true, and gives us certainty.” 
ad ſatisfaction in all our operations. In [5 
the midſt of the preſent confufions, Which 
are to many a ſource of calamity and to 
many a ſource of guilt, it is not to be ex- 
pected that Lanoſe, who paſſes at once from 
the duſt of the martial field to the roſtrum 
of political debate, can have formed to 
bimfelf two characters; the one full of 
ardour, the depofitary and medium of au- 
thority and ever ready to ſtrike; and the 
other prudent, deliberate, apprehenfive 5 
of co-operating with the abuſes of power, 
and the conſtant adverſary of mandates” 
that ſhed the blood of mankind. Can we. 
then be affonithed, if we find in Lanoſe, 
in the mia of debate, a bold, deciſive 


and — tone, a tinge, if IL may 
88 be 


. 
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be allowed che expreſſion, of the, e 


man and the camp. 


Late ficipped bing 44 k 


| ea meas lah Foo to „ the 


afſembly ; but he felt, that the choice of 


the people only, was entitled to place him 


in the chair. He reſigned a claim; that 


cuſtom authoriſed, but that reaſon abyured. 
I pretend not to give this noble and unaF- 


| fefted procedure for more than it is worth 
but I am willing to remark, that every 
thing ſpeaks to us in favour of him, who. 
ſeizes the ſlighteſt occafions to execute 
what he recommends; and who willingiy 
exchanges a theory, that is eaſily delinea- 


ted, for a practice, which it TI re- 
quires effort to adopt. 


Eaſily might I enlarge to a on ex- 
tent the praiſes, which are perhaps juſtly. 
due to Lanoſe; but we diſpenſe ourſelves, 
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from applauding the men, who ſeize, as 
a right, upon the homage we have prepa- 
red, and whoſe vanity always outruns the 
tribute of mankind. Modeſty in young 
people of a certain ſtamp is at preſent a 
mere ens rationis, à ſource of blame, not an 
argument of worth. But it muſt be con- 
feſſed that Lanoſe is in the extremity of 
the faſhion; his arrogance ſurpaſſes com- 
mon bounds. How would this quality 
| ſhrink to nothing among us, if we thought 
more of what we wanted, than of what we 
had attained; if we were perſuaded, that 
it was one of the effects of profound know- 
ledge, to diſſipate the clouds of pride, and 
to clear the mental horizon from the ex- 
aggerations of vanity? 
A man of mere common underſtanding 
can ſcarcely be expected to be modeſt; 
but how eaſy is this quality to a man, that 
riſes above the ordinary level; and how 
wife 
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wiſe in the aſſumption of it, if we have 
that in us which unavoidably humbles 
the reſt of mankindꝰ ane Has 
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Obevalier de Boufflers, one f the 10 Shows 
| bers of the French Academy. We 


1 T is not a little unfortunate for a man 
to have gained great ſucceſs with ſlender 
means, to have obtained a reputation, with 
which he knows not what to do, becauſe 
he is unable to ſupport it. Fulbert would 
have been the happieſt of mankind, if he 
could have remained ſtationary at the age 
of twenty-five. Deſcriptions pictureſque 
and voluptuous, well turned couplets, a 
knack of verſifying, and all the countleſs 
train of nothings, the uſual rattles and 
hobby-horſes of an adoleſcence that is 
divided between the amuſements of love and 
the amuſements of fiction, ſecure to their 
poſſeſſor a degree of celebrity. But, when 
the ſeaſon of trifles i is s paſſed, when reaſon 
| comes 


(23263 5 

comes to vindicate her claims, ſhe rejects 
or ſhe bluſhes for ſucceſſes, that are due 
to ſo contemptible cauſes. Such has been 
the ſad experience of Fulbert. He has 
been willing to ſubſtitute truth in the place 
of table, thought i in the room of deſcrip- 
tion, and reaſon and ſcience as the ſucceſ- 
ſors of rhyme. What was his aſtoniſh- 
ment, when he found, that the habits of 
ftrivolity and amuſement had ſhrunk up 
and withered the genuine powers of his 

underſtanding? Thus circumſtanced, there 
Was no room for him in France. He 
croſſed the Atlantic, to ſeek the ſemblance 
of labour, and rather to draw a veil over 
an unprofitable youth, than to employ his 
i leiſure for the good of the ſtate. We de- 
ceive others, but are rarely ſucceſsful in 
concealing the truth from ourſelves. From 
this period Fulbert has become moroſe. 


He has ceaſed to be what he was before, 
M2 without 
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without becoming what he hs. to be. 
Contemplating with regret the part that 
he might have played, obſerving with 

bitterneſs the advancement of rivals that 
he might have outſtripped, he became 
averſe to the ſeat of his natural reſidence. 
He has inliſted in the party of the ariſto- 
cracy ; the nobility have appeared to him as 
ſo many columns of the ſtate, and he has 
conceived, that that man's mind muſt be 
completely perverted, who could think of 
beſtowing any direct and legitimate power 
upon the third eſtate. Hence the ſecret 
cabals that have been held under the roof 
of Mitis*; the weekly conferences at the 
houſe of a certain great man; the clandeſ- 
tine publications, the object of which has 
been to confirm the fickle and the waver- 
ing, who ſeemed half inclined to ſuſpect 
the truth of the doctrine, that the many 
5 * Duke de Nivernois. 167 
7 # Were 
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were made to be ſubject to the few. The 
reputation and the cauſe of theſe writers 

are ſinking together at the AHerrIng tribu- | 
nal of public opinion. 

Fulbert has a great deal of what they 
call wit, and ſpeaks like a man, that is 
willing none of it ſhould be loſt. Natu- 
rally of a grave diſpoſition he wiſhes to 
appear gay; naturally frivolous, he aſſumes 


an air of importance; good humoured, 
he wiſhes to be thought ſatirical; indolent, 
he aſſumes the air of a deep ſtudent. He 
is upon the watch for trivial ſucceſſes, 
and would be thought to deſpiſe them. 
No ſooner had he gained a ſeat in the 
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| academy, than he made a jeſt of academi- 
cal honours. Three weeks he employed 


8 
nner 


upon a heavy declamation, and imme 
diately after abandoned it to criticiſm, 
which in its turn has conſigned it to obli- 
Vion, 
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What ſhall be expected from a mind of 
this ſtamp? A ſong or a madrigal? He 
has deſerted the muſe. Political princi- 
ples and views? Upon this ſubject his mind 
is darkened with ariſtocratical prejudice. 
Diſquiſition and philoſophical diſcovery ? 
Your wits confider every thing as loſttime, 
that tends not to increaſe the circle of their 
admirers ; and unfortunately works of 
genuine utility do not produce their enden 

but by inſenſible degrees. 817 ja 
Fulbert was born fourſcore years too 
late. In the time of Fontenelle, La Motte 
and Greſſet, he would have made a diſtin- 
: guiſhed figure upon the French Parnaſfus. 
But there is a diſtance almoſt immeaſura- 
ble, from the age of fiction and wit to the 
age in which we live. Let us ſuppoſe 
Mitis firſt miniſter, Fulbert in the war 
department, Succulet in the marine and 
j Pameza ſecretary for foreign affairs : : what 
| citizen 


a 


| 07 3 


citizen would ſleep in his bed? Theſe 
perſons however, who upon the ſuppoſi- 
tion J have made preſent us with ſo ridi- 
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culous an aſſemblage, are in the poſſeſſion 
of ſome reputation, and are juſtly entitled 
to the praiſe of 1 imagination and wit. But 
what is wit, what is poetical invention, 
what is correctneſs of compoſition, or the 
art of making agreeable entertainments, 
unleſs accompanied and illuſtrated with 
ſomething better? Men avoid at a cer- 
tain age the drefling themſelves in gay 
and lively colours, the engaging in dan- 
cing and other juvenile amuſements: and 
yet it is unqueſtionable, that in France we 
prolong the period of frivolity, far beyond 
the bounds of indulgent nature, and the 
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leſſons of true decorum: 


The patriarch, unknowing how his years to grace, 
Concludes with joyleſs revelry his race“. 


- 
—_— 


3 
n 


— 


1 
* : 
* 


4 
IN” 


* 


* Qui n'a pas le gout de ſon age, | 
De ſon age a tout le malheur. 
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May it not be true, that the total neg- 
lect of reflection and reaſon in our earlier 
years, neceſſarily introduces a premature 
imbecility, and approaches t the moral, man 
1 the natural ſituation of thoſe imperfect 
beings, of whom, Italy abſurdly boaſts, 
and who conſecrate their ignominious ex- 
iſtence to the utterance of ſounds, melodi. 5 
ous but ſterile } bel 5 Po IPRA 
In betide che man, whom we never g 
quote but for his bon · mots! What are 
our wits and our poets, compared with, _ 
Voltaire? What would Voltaire himſelf 
have been, if he had not given to his age 
that philoſophical impulſe, the firſt cauſe 
of the love of liberty, which now animates 
the nation; of that fearleſs hardihood of 
thinking, which in a few years has advan- 


ced the whole people of France to a 


height; beyond the moſt ſanguine hopes 
that could have been entertained? | 


Tf 
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If however we are contented to confine | 
ourſelves to what is called wit, it muſt be 
confeſſed, that few perſons have better | 
pretenſions than F ulbert. It is eaſy to be 
more virtuous, more amiable, more amu- 
| ſing, | more intereſting; but it is rare to 
utter in one day a greater number of happy 
expreſfions. The graces, that accompany 
them, are far from putting the change 
upon us; it is wit, naked, laboured and 
dry, but often original and een 
ay ORE. 


LUD- 


(wm) 


Fall only 3 Be op i 


gat Duval 4 Eprimeſnil Counſellor in the Poli- 
a K mot af an 11 4c, > 


 LUDVAL has ſtarted; he has en- 
gaged himfelf to the public to run in a 
conſpicuous career; if he draw back, his 
ſiplendid hopes will terminate in an abortion; 
if he go on, he will aſſemble a crowd of 
ſpectators, and render the public a witneſs 
to his fall. Why ſhould we preſage it? 
Becauſe Ludval is raiſing an edifice, and 
has no foundation to ſupport it. It is not 
; enough, to thruſt oneſelf forward, to put on 
a bold face, to poſſeſs rather the habit than 
the talent of ſpeaking, to have that ſort of 
heated conception which communicates it- 
, ſelf to the ſpectators. There is wanting, 
the capacity to apprehend a ſyſtem in all 


its parts; an inexhauſtible fertility t to ena- 
8 TT ble 


cm) 

ble us to combat the difficulties, which al- 
ways ariſe from the ſhock of opinions z 4 
profound knowlege of men and of inter- 
eſts, of the rights of ſociety, and the extent 
to which authority can be carried. 

In the privileged order, which has, I 
know not why, admitted Ludval as one of 
its members, it has commonly been obſerv- 
ed: © We know what to do with him. 
We make him ſay violent and extraordi- 
„„ nary things, which we can afterwards, 
& either adopt as a principle, or diſavow as 
c an extravagance. The moſt eſſential uſe 
may be derived from men, who have ac- 
Wh cuſtomed the public to falſe reaſoning 
«and inconſiſtency.” 


It is reported, that Ludval has ſworn to 


ſupport, not only his own corps, but with 
| it all the parliaments of the kingdom. How 
will he extricate himſelf from theſe en- 
gagements? Let the preſent ſcene termi- 
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nate as it will, it is hardly to be imagined 


that the magiſtrates will ever hereafter be 
permitted to mix in ſtate affairs; there will 
no longer be any thing but the nation and 
the king, the king and the nation. 

- Ludval would be thought to have every 5 
thing, to have penetrated i into every thing, 
to know every thing. There is no diſeaſe 
for which he cannot find out a remedy ; 
there is no argument, that he cannot refute; 
there is no difficulty, that he cannot anni- 
hilate. Admitting that he has all theſe ta- 


lents in perfection, I doubt whether they 


be abſolutely neceſſary. I can hardly be- 
 lieye, that the advocate- -general Talon, that 
the preſident Mole, or the chancellor D'A- 
gueſſeau picqued themſelves upon the _ 
ſeſſion of this ſort of merit. 4 
It was reſerved for the preſent age to pro- 
duce this ſpecies of univerſal men, who fair 
ly advance their pretenſions, to dictate to. 
182 „ the 
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the corps of which they are members, to 


preſide in the court of opinion, and to 
reign over the underſtandings of man- 
kind. On what do they found their lofty 
and alarming pretenſions? Where are the 
proofs of their aſtoniſhing capacity? Where 
are the pledges of ability that they have de- 


| poſited i in the face of mankind 2. What ti- 
tles for. inſtance can Ludyal exhibit > Are 
they, thoſe vehement declamations, where 


an uncurbed imagination ſeems to ſink un- 


der its own inanity? Are they the pious farces 
he has played in the Rue Platriere, where, 


prieſt of a new religion, reaſon and truth 


were the victims that he ſacrificed to his 
new divinity. Are they his incendiary ha- 
rangues againſt adminiſtration, at a period, 
when all the world was in arms againſt go- 


vernment, and when the magiſtrates alone 


perhaps were inexcuſable in publicly ap- 


pearing to ſhare in the juſt diſcontent of 
| | the 
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the nation; ſince law ought ever to be at 
hand to ſuppreſs the exceſſes even of laud- 
able zeal. i Were they the ſcandalous ſcenes 
* he exhibited in the full aſſembly. of parlia- 
ment; or his ſchool-boy flight; or that per- 
tinacious reſiſtance, which reduced the ex- 
ecutive power to the dilemma, either of pre- 
cipitately reſigning its eſtabliſhed authori- 
ty, or of exerting that authority with a dan- 
gerous eclat? Were they the intrigues, 
that preceded and accompanied the election; 
or the ſudden formation of a club, which 
reſembled rather a troop of dark conſpira- 
tors, than an aſſembly of patriots, diſcuſ- 
ſing the lawful means of ſecuring their li- 
berties? — „ 
Behold what remains of certain 8 
when you anatomiſe their conduct, and 
when you are willing to give yourſelf rea- 
ſons for eſteeming or deſpiſing them! How 
immenſe the difference between earning the 
_ applauſe 


(#7 ) 

applauſe of mankind and taking it by ſur- 
priſe ; between diſcuſſion and declamation ; 
between tried fortitude and a heated brain; 
between a conſummate talent and a ſuper- 
ficial facility; between the love of one's 
country and the love of admiration! It is 
the everlaſting miſtake of one of theſe th ings 
for the other, that occaſions our errors, that 
inſpires wrong Judgment and im Fa con- 
fidence. 0797 

I take no notice of the inſupportable va- 
nity, which, if Ludval poſſeſſed the talents 
he wants, would make his talents deteſta- 
ble; and which makes the poor ſeemings 
he diſplays an eternal ſource of laughter 
and contempt. I take no notice of the ab- 
ſurdities that accompanied him, from his 
retreat in Provence to the tumultuous 
fcenes of Lyons, and from Lyons to Paris. 
I take no notice of that verſatility of ſenti- 
ment, which would give bim to the court, 
af the court could perſuade itſelf to pur- 
chaſe 
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_ chaſe his abilities at the rate that he has 
fixed upon them. Afl this is trite and 
threadbare, has been ſaid over and over 
again,” and is attended with uncommon 


probabilities. 

Put him in what light you will, Ludval 
can be of no uſe in the national aſſembly. 
Conſidered i in various reſpects, he may be 
dangerous. While we deny him the pow- 
ers of diſcuſſion and reaſoning, we do not 
diſpute, that he poſſeſſes the knack of pub- 
lic ſpeaking, and that vehemence, the in- 
fluence of which is exerted with ſucceſs 
over the minds of men. But theſe quali- 
ties are almoſt conſtantly injurious ; be- 
cauſe fancy diſdains to take advice of mo- 
deration, and vanity becomes intoxicated 
with a momentary ſucceſs.. t 
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Mr. Dupont, Counſellor in the Parliament of 
Paris.) AK 
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"I Habit of reflecting, real 8 


patriotic views, an honeſt heart, a tried 
difintereſtedneſs ; and with all this an 
incomplete reputation. What can be the 
cauſe of this extraordinary phenomenon? 
Ts it, that their poſſeſſor leans too much to 
the ſpirit of ſyſtem? Is it, that he is defi- 
cient in the knowledge of mankind? Is 
it, that he is overborne and thruſt aſide by 
the power of circumſtances? , I know not. 
But were it not that I always miſtruſt the 
judgment of the multitude, I ſhould in- 
_ cline to ſpirit of ſyſtem. 

This ſpirit, which many people ima- 
gine to be incompatible with ſevere reaſon, 
is however the reſult of extraordinary 
: genius, 


# 


8 


genius, or at leaſt of that active; imagina- 
tion, which is formed to ſeek with ſucceſs 
the remedy of abuſes. Grant that we buy 
this advantage at the price of a few errors; 
is there any ſublunary advantage pure and 
unmixed? Has the world pro? a 
talent abſolutely. perfect? obitoos en 

Euxinus is entitled to 1 
ene ſince he is induſtrious, of fertile 
invention, and poſſeſſed of all that partial 
and inferior | knowledge, which is one of 
che great i aſtruments of a ſtateſman, and 
which, without abſolutely conſtituting a 
great man, employs one half of his induſtry 
and his life. | 3 SUDIVID 
Another talent, 3 is N little noticed 
in the world, is the habit of doing buſineſs 
with regularity and eaſe. In a, govern- 
ment of great extent form exiſts ever 
Y where; and he, Who is imperfectly No- 
e with it, throws every thing into 
= confuſion; 


179 


cotifiifion ©; confuſion, that is without 
doubt the worſt of evils, ſince, if we could 
be reduced to ſo cruel a dilemma, it would 
be better to have unn a Praga: 
. e probity without it. 5 
It cannot be denied, that Euxinus ans 
ſeſſes confiderable qualifications ;'but there 
is an evident diſtance between theſe quali- 
fications and the merit that makes a ſtateſ- 
man. This word preſents to the mind 
the idea of a vaſt genius," improved by 
experience, capable of embracing the maſs 
of ſocial intereſts and of perceiving how 
to maintain true harmony among the ins. 
dividuals of which ſociety is compoſed. 
It preſents an extent of information, which 
may give ſubſtance and union to the dif- 
ferent operations of government, without 
partially eſpouſing any Particular _ 
juſt as Colbert, for inſtance, th . 
A" but manufactures, or as the eco- 
A 7 + W- £ nomiſts 


(its 


nomiſts have yu an excluſive attention 


to to agriculture. 
It preſents the talent of beingiug al! this 


dürren into act, perſpicuity, method, 
the conſtant purſuit of certain principles, 
indulgence for thoſe who are engaged in 

executing our plans, the art of eſtimat- 
ing truly the inſtruments we employ, the 
qualities, which make men pardon to him 
that commands, that empire, which thoſe 
who obey never yield but with regret. 
It preſents a fortitude, capable of re- 
fiſting the efforts of men, who conſpire 
againſt their own felicity. Difficulties 
ſtart up on every ſide againſt him, who 
is willing to ſerve his ſpecies; a part of 
his energies muſt be called off from me- 
ditation, to be employed in the defence 

of Principles, the moſt pu and incon- 


Wvertible. 


I intreat Euxinus to forgive me. There 
43 


( 181 ) 


is ſomething malicious in ſetting, his name 
by the fide of the portrait I have drawn, 


Meanwhile it is thus only that we can 
create juſt ideas and excite emulation. 
Should we perſevere in believing that we 
are great men, the evil is without a re- 
| medy. It is only by perfectly knowing 


what we are, that we ſhall ever Perpuf 


what v we A to be. 
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ARB E 8 preſents us wh a aer 
afſimbloye of compoſure and cowardice, 


of eloquence and garrulity, of virtuous 


fortitude and vicious inconſtancy, of honeſt 
pride and ſervile meanneſs. He profeſſes 
vanity, and boaſts of it, as andther would 
of his modeſty. Eagerneſs and violence are 
the natural ſtate of his mind. Magnerifm, 
cuekoldom and his country equally excite 
the enthuſiaſm of his ſoul. His failing is, 
to covet the adoration of the women, and 
to neglect the men. Not that his object is 


abſolutely their favours; but that he loves 
goſſipping and flattery. Oh! he is abſo- 


Autely"'beſide himſelf,” if an old woman 
his miniature in her bracelet, or 
+ * ſw oon 5 


( 3 


ſwoons with delight at the reading of his 
charming harangues, or is in extacy at the 
fight of his bald and venerable countenance. 
His failing is alſo to defire to be thought 
rich, in order that the independence of his 
ſituation: may add to the reſpect he exacts. 
Follow this maniac through all his ravings, 
and you will find that he is frequently 
within a hair's breadth of the truth. In 
general it is eagerneſs only, that de- 
tracts from the ſoundneſs of our judg- 
ment; but in Garbes want of judgment is 
a natural defect. We ſee it in his mode of 
explaining himſelf, and in the choice f 
his ſubjects. A man of true diſcretion will 
never make a ſerious occupation of the vi- 
ſions of magnetiſm, will never introduce 
Nate affairs into the examination of a 

quarrel between huſband and wife, wilt 
never make a ſolemn ſermon, upon adul- 
tery, becauſe the wife of a tradęſman had 

0 "4 too 


* 
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tog 3 n Want of 
judgment reduces the man of genius into 
nothing. Garbes pleads, and is no ad- 
vocate ; he writes upon politics, and is 
neither employed, nor wiſhes to be ſo- 
He amplifies, he exaggerates, he declaims, 
but never exerts that luminous reaſon, 
which reflects its rays on all that ſurrounds 
it. c He has great abilities,” ſay cer- 
tain enthuſiaſts. What is an ability that 
never produced any effect? What is an 
honeſt; and moral eloquence, that gains 
ſome tranſient applauſe for its poſſeſſor, 
but that never gained the cauſe of one 
man in favour of whom it was employed 2 
Fame, that is founded upon roar 
laſts only for a moment, : 
_ «©. Qught: we not to admire his ORR TONY 
devotion for the intereſts of his friend? ? 
Admit, it: but friendſhip is not a great 
virtue, Bleſs; it fix upon an object worthy | 
of 


11 


(185 ) 
of its noble and genetous exertions. The 
choice in many inſtances deſtroys the 
charm. A good ſort of man, weak, 
narrow, irreſolute, without conſiſtency and 
without talents,” cannot become the friend 
of a man, who advances his claims to gene- 
ral conſideration. We are bound to ſerve 
all the world, and to love nothing, but me- 
rit enlightened by the dictates of genius. 
Thoſe, who have alledged, that Garbes 
ſeized the occaſion of making himſelf 
known, have palliated indeed the impro- 
priety of his choice, but, to excuſe his 
heart, have faſtened no honourable impu- 
tation on his underſtanding. N 
An anxiety to become talked of is al- 
moſt always the mark of moderate abili- 
ties. It argues a ſecret feeling, that one 
might eaſily fink into obſcurity and be 
conſigned to oblivion. The man who is 
impelled by | it, has no conſciouſneſs of 
in- 


(186) 


inbrell force, and does not feel that ſupe- 
- viority,- which enſlaves the ſuffrages of 
grehtneſs with her thouſand | trumpets. 
The man who is impelled by it; cannot 
go on without hearing the murmur of his 
on reputation, and wants ſome foreign 
excitement to the purſuit of rectitude. 
Pethaps I put too ſevere a conſtruction 
upon this defire of ſhining, which is com- 
menly known by the more ſonorous epi- 
rhet of the love of glory; but I can ſcaree- 
by figure it to myſelf as united to talents of 
the firſt order. 
Since Garbes entered the hall of the 
ſtates-general, he has wrapped himſelf in 
the cloak of a modeſt ſilence. Shall we 
attribute this to his loſs of victory in a 
cvrtain inſtance ? Shall we attribute it to 
that prudence, which tells a man to wait, 
till events have decided upon the bufineſs, 
= 5 ber 


(6% 
before he interferes with them? I can- 
not poſitively ſay. But as prudence is not 
the favourite virtue of elevated ſouls, we 
might be excuſed, if we ſuſpected in Gar- 
bes an intention to puniſh his country for 


their unanimous applauſe of à deeiſion, 


which, according to Garbes, - is odious 


ta the heavens, and diſhonourable to the 


earth, and which, according to right 
reaſon, was dictated by the tenour of thoſe 
very facts, that Garbes bimlelf HF the 


Pains to relate, if. 36 avi a 
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(- Me. ere, 4 t one 2775 the je Forty Menbers s | 
the F rench Academy.) 

- THERE 1 was a a time, when it was a con- 

fiderable thing to be a celebrated advocate, 


whether the perſon o denominated were 
privately employed in reconciling diſputes 
that were foſtered by the demon of chicane, 
or that he diſplayed the pomp and luſtre 
of eloquence, or were the dignified organ 
and interpreter of the law. The profeſſion : 
is now become ſubaltern, and he, who feels 
the vigour of ability, can ſcarcely refrain ä 
from the career of the ſtateſman. Tergat 
appeared at the bar, and his pride was 
more than once gratified by finding the 
lawyers prepared to liſten to the dictates of 


his voice. The Acidethy was indeed leſs 
prompt 


"S ® te * 
| ( 89 l ) 


promt in its homage*, But one feels a 
certain indifference for the laurels of Pin- 


dus, when one has already obtained the 
prize of eloquence. The clubs atoned for 


the rigours of the Louvre ; and not one 
of the open-mouthed auditors in the tragi- 


comic aſſemblies, where patriotiſm kindly 


lends its name to egotiſm and intrigue, 
but applauds with both his hands the in- 


exhauſtible fecundity of the periodical ora- 


tor. The elections ſeemed ready to leave 
ſo eminent a merit without recompence; 
and, apprehenſive of the diſgrace, Tergat 
awakened their indifference, and animated 
their gratitude, by afſiduouſly putting his 
name in all the 121 of candidates. . But | 


M. [. Target was not elected a member ofthe 1 5 
Academy till the year 1785, after having been ſeveral £ 


times an | unſucceſsſul candidate. 


"4 


+ Where the meetings of the academy a are held 
his 


(6 9 


his officiouſneſs produced no greater effect 
than his merit; when à God, concealed in 
. political machine, acted without openly 
ppearing, and of an elector converted 
Ait Into a deputy. Tergat purſues the 
middle path recommended by Horace, 
bread according to him is the laſt degree 
wiſdom, and in the eſtimate of the true 
— her is the extreme of imbeeility, 
He propoſes a queſtion without Having 
an — ole or he gives an opi- 
nion, and at the ſame time ſecures itſelf 
à retreat in caſe of the worſt. If the no- 
bleſſe cannot complain of him, the third 
eſtate cannot applaud him. He quits one 
party, and only does not abandon the other. 
His ability ſerves as a maſk. to the imbe- 
_ vility of his character, and furniſhes upon 
every occafion a ready excuſe for the im- 
propriety of his conduct. Do any of his 


Ing" appear tinctured with per- 
£7 fidy ? 


fidy 2 4 Such is sb cc the unhappy 
« condition of thoſe. who devote them- 
« ſelves for the public good. To ſerve 
% mankind it ĩs neceſſary to deceive them 
Has he unfortunately ſuffered himſelf t0 
be overcome by ill remper and ion; 
« * It is no longer time, he exclaims, 9 


« « temporiſe and to qualify ;_ Our liberties 


« are threatened on every fide, and we muſt 
« © hazard all for their preſervation.” Do 
men of more than ordinary penetration ſee 
through his ambiguous proceedings, and 
demonſtrate, that this ſyſtematical pru- 
dence tends more to benefit the fortune of - 
the individual, than the intereſt of the 
whole? 9 „ True,“ cries he, © there are 
men enough ready to ſcatter the flames 
« of diſcord ; it is neceſſary, that at leaſt 
« 22 few of the friends of reaſon ſhould be 
upon their guard to ſtop the canflagra· 
« tion.” Thus, whether the ſea rages with 
5 1 F 
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che vislence of che widths; ar n thing 
is tranqull and calm, his bark equally. 
rives at the port. He aſſiſts the parliament 
x2: ebnchebe undder, the friends of liberty and 
the zeulots of the” ariſtocracy. He drew 
* up the reſolution in favour of the Journal 
of tbe Count de Mirabeau, and a motion 
for the pretended conciliatory plan of M. 
Necker *; and, oſeillating thus from one 
ide to the other, he is the orator of both 
parties and truſted by neither. My Por- 
trait of him, it will be ſaid, & conſiſts of 
1 antitheſes;” for that very reaſon it re- 
ſembles Tergat. How is it poſſible to 
define a paradox without appearing to con- 
tradict oneſelf? * But T ergat”,” 4 it will 
be added, „is a man of reputation.” | 
True, he acquired it, when it was in the 


27 is 


= Intended to reconcile the * of Fug le 
and the third reed and addreſſed 1 to the chambers 
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ift of the vulgar, and when to be fre- 
quently heard was a ſufficient qualification 
for it. But we are arrived at the fatal era, 
hen the premature reputations, of men 
are taken to pieces, and when public opi- 
nion withdraws from the ſtock, that, which 

will not ſtand the trial. The qualities, 
Which the ſituation of public affairs de- 
mands, are firm and poſitive principles ; 
an eloquence, that never leans to tergiver- 
ſation; a frankneſs and ingenuity, that 
ſhall be more viſible in a man, than even 
his genius; a prudent abjuration of eſta- 
bliſhed prejudices, not a blind enthuſiaſm 
| for whatever comes from the banks of the 
Thames. Compare Tergat with this 
ſtandard: his friends complain of it as 
unjuſt; impartial ſpectators lay, that he 


cannot ſupport it. 
We admit Tergat for a man of probiry ; ; 


Us „ „ 


_- 


"1 WH om 


C | 
gallery we never have and leer wall place 
probity ih the liſt of ualitiey entitled to our 
eulogiuta. - We think it propet to ſuppoſs 
that alk men poſſeſs it; and we ackHO 
ledge, that to us che word! ſuggeſts no 
diſtinet idea, in an age, when probity i is 
berome Computible with u tötal indiffer- 
ence to forals; with the môftf undiſguifed 
and odiötis ſelfiſhneſs; with a ſcepticiſm, 
that is perhaps worſe than irreligion, ſince 
the former may degenerate into a ſyſtem, 
and the latter is at ' worſt but an error of 
the underſtanding; ; with the moſt un- 
bounded avarice, which ſeeks its gratifica- 
tion in intrigue, and indifferently See 
the leaſt reſpectable means. 

We admit Tergat for a man of wit; but 
we reckon wit ks a very trivial advantage, 
ſince it falls to the lot of ſuch a multitude 
of me n, and appears to prevent ſo few miſ- 


takes; and ſince for the preſent at leaſt it 
| _ anſwers 


(1956 ) 


— 


þ anſwers no other purpoſe, than to give 
f celebrity to errors, and to maintain thoſe, 
i who 1 imagine they Paels 1 it, in pertinaci- 
ouſneſs and obſtinacy. | 
is We admit T ergat for a great advocate, 
for a ſplendid orator, for an accompliſhed 


academician ;; but, as a ſtateſman, he is 


4 dangerous or uſeleſs; dangerous, if men 


perſiſt in overlooking his fluctuations; 


uſeleſs, if they ee e of * 
ral detustion. 
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| BALBUS: lon all the —— and ad prefury b. 
N of ability. He has made one 
| lucky ſtep, and his ſucceſs has intoxicated 
bim. How can he doubt, that the ap- 
plauſe be bay received, is the emanation 
of a feeling heart that he has melted, or 
a ſound underſtanding that he has captivat- 
ed? It is not till after repeated experi- 
ments, "that. we learn to ſet a 900; value 
upon tranſient reputation. W 

Balbus, animated with the lows of. big 
country, imagining that every thing is 
practicable that is barely poſfible, and that 
to defire excellence i is the infallible way to 
produce it—Balbus, I fay, gives himſelf ä 


8 f 0 2 Lis and eee illußons, and 
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feeds himſelf with the hope of a new poli- 
tical creation. 'He expreſſes himſelf with 

fervour, becauſe he is penetrated with his 
| ſubject ; he has the eloquence of his age, 
which gathers ſtrength from the want of 
experience.” He, that foreſees no 4ifficul- 
ties, and apprehends no obſtacles, is much 


more vehement, than a man accuſtomed | 
to obſerve the rocks and quickſands of 


Human affairs, and Who knows w ith” how 


much vehemence wo frequently oppoſe 


their own Felicity, - TN 


There i is a period of human life, when 
* eafily perſuade ourſelves, that the em- 
pire of genius oyer the human race is alto- 
gether invincible, and that the united 
force of talents and zeal ought to look 
down with contempt on every fort of re- 
fiſtance. Hence the deſign to ſet 'preju- 
dice at defiance, to convey the language 
of truth to the fe oot of the throne, to ex- 
e 1 3 tricate 
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tricate the 12 for ever from fl. avery, and 
is kender the taxes effectüal and product 
1 "Theſe brilliant ideas cafe the. mon 


violent fermentation in 4 heated fancy, 


while t the * U cb "by inſenfible 
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the" Various b that are forte vr the 
x paſſi ons in favour of eſtablimed abuſe; 


This firſt meeting of the Nates general 
Wi 5 particularly uſeful, to make the 


30800 


nation acquamted With the men me may 
one day employ. We find ſuch a member 
arrived at the perfection of which” he is 


capable; another qualified for conſiderable 
improvement; a third anxious, not for ſci- 


F257 


ence, but applauſe and a fourth ever upon 
the watch to take advantage of circum- 
ſtances, Profeſling himſelf the humble ſer- 


: vant of every party and believed by none, 


Balbus has not entered into all the : ac- 


curacy of reflection. He is anxious 'to 
| become 


« 299 )) 


become A, theme of public " obſer vation. 
The time, that it is not poſſiblè to ſpend 
in haranguing, he employs in compoſition. 
The occaſions of public ſpeaking he ſeizes 
with that ambitious imprudence, Which 
allows him no time to conſider how deſir- 
able it is, that he ſhould make himſelf 
longed for and expected. His eloquence, 
-prodigal in words, in hyperbolical ſenti- 
ments and enthuſiaſtical exclamations, is 
ſuch as might be expected froni a youthful 
orator; but it leaves not thoſe impreſſions, 
that ſteal away the mind, and infinuate by 
degrees the opinions and SORT deli- 
vered into the general creed. 

Balbus affords the promiſe of great ta- 
lents; but the preſent moment is not de- 
ſtined to gather the ample harveſt, unleſs 
indeed, outſtripping his age, their poſſeſ- 
ſor ſhould proſtrate himſelf at the feet of 
4 e ſhould abjure his ile reſpect 
e e 


{ 
| 
| 
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for che 8 flouriſhes of eloquence, and con - 
ſecrate all his future labours at the ſhrine 


3 +6 SL, OY? 


of that reaſon, whoſe il and eonſtant 


2 3 5 us with an to etc | 


wed © IS 


the Foglih Marcellus, and ir is to this, | 
that bis country. is indebted for, all his 
utility. It. is the conſummation of ability, 


to combine with the vivacity, that cha- 
racteriſes c our earlier years, the coolneſs and : 


* 255 that belong to a d N 
period. 77 
It ems t to me, chat modeſty 3 18 no o ſuch. 0 


difficult acquiſition. We may recolle&, 5 


the many men that ſurpaſs us; that a ſtill 


greater number are our equals; and that 5 
a number greater than both are in a courſe 


of daily improvement, whoſe qualifications a 


will be fuperjor to ours: they will find the c 


path already beaten; we are obliged to 1 
diſentang le and to clear it, | 'T he arrogant, i 


110 Sf 18 22 * man 
Vilsalg > 


mam aſſerts his ow v alue, . ec be is 
afraid, that other F men ſhould not perceive, 
it. He forgets, that the world unwilling- | 
Affe rds praiſes that a are demanded, and i is, 
prodigat of thoſe we ſeem to ſhun. | 


III 


Bilbus has a perfect perſuaſion of his K 
own'merit, and” modeſty appears to bim 
but another 1 name for injuſtice. They are | | i 


only fools, we arc told, that are unable to 


| judge of themſelves. Well then, 1 am 
contented you ſhould have the knowledge | 
of your worth, but not that you ſhould 3 
ſhow it, and fill more that you ſhould not 
exaggerate ie. For the reſt, Balbus has 


fallen into the error of the preſent age. 
The mode i is to confound the limits of vir- 
tue and defect. Obſtinacy now bears the 
name of firmneſs ; degeneracy i is denomi- 


nated ſpirit; the love of peace, imbecility; 
ambition, the mark of a comprehenſive 


mind; and, it ſeems, the true teſt of ori- 


ae , ginality 


ginality is poſitiveneſs; to anſwer all ſuch 
objections as we do ht underſtand; to 
adopt for our own, works that we neyer 
read; to appear to be every thing, upon 
the reality of which we have not the flight- 
eſt pretenſions. Such is the difference be- 
| twee o the preſent. period and the laſt years 
of the reign of Louis the Fourteenth, when 
T's were entre e 191 Fee to 
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; THAT a man, the inhabitant of a land 
of intrigue,” mould ſhow himſelf ſometimes 
under one face and ſometimes under an- 
other, that he ſhould defire, to win upen 
the party whoſe cauſe he appears to eſpoule, 
and not render himſelf odious to the pa rty 
whole cauſe he deſerts, i is a mode of con- 
duct too common to excite our aſtoniſh- 
ment, and which 1 in modern times has not 
always been unaccompanied, with ſucceſs. 


„ 8 


Hundred thouſand perſons 7 with 
anxious eyes every thing that paſſes at 
Verſailles, 2 man of the moſt ordinary 
underſtanding ſhould conceive himſelf ca- 


pable of playing a * that nobody will 
| detect, 


( 464 ) 
detect ds cle heſght'of trtogaiee"or f the 
height vf folly,/5115556 es 
Potman has been willing to aſſume vari- 
ous forms, and to appear in turn a ſtre- 
nous patriot, and the temperate reconciler 
of contending factions; the oracle of his 
order, and the organ of the miniſter. But 
this Proteus part, which was much beyond 
his ſtrength, ſon became viſible to all; 
and Torman has found himſelf unhonoured 
in the national aſſembly, and untruſtẽd by 
adminiſtration, By the firſt it was ſuſpect- 
ed that he had fold himſelf; by the laſt he 
was thought not worth the buying. Li- 
able at once to the charge of duplicity and 
Ingapacitys that courage, which bears out 
gepuine talents in the moment of emergen« 
cy, has deſerted him; and Toman has al- 
ready near ly convinced Bis auditors; that 
nature intended him 500 for the tuation 
of, aſubaltern, {lt do . 2211416169 2113 le 
„ ro tus To 
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Tobe of uſe to any party ia a moment 
of confuſion, it is neceſſary, if we have 
not invention, that we ſhould at leaſt poſ- 

ſeſs thoſe great powers of execution; whivl 
arg all that frugab nature beſtaws upon 
ſome of her favourites. But a vulgar rea · 
dineſs of elocution, a moderate acquaiut - 
ance with the routine of affairs, a little 
more fortitude and preſence of mind than 
falls to the lot of the herd, ara the reſources: 
of ;officious. mediocrity, not the engines 

ofa. mind animated with the love of virtue: 
Tonjan never thought of employing his 
talents for the ſervice of the ſtates-petieral,” 
but of employing the ſtates-general as a 
medium to diſplay bis poor twilight of ca- 
pacity. There are men, who appear ani- 
mated and impaſſioned, and have at bot- 
tom the fineſt compoſure and coolneſs in 
the world; who talk in well-· turned phraſes" 
of 408 calamities of the ſtate? Who 
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zbound in deſeriptions, but are unable to 

ſuggeſt remedies... Such is Toman +; He 

is fulb of buſineſs and does nothing. The 

future fate of bis country is little in his 

thoughts; the proceedings that will be 
adopted by the national aſſembly are the 
| fubject of his conſtant ſpeculation. He is 
| incapable of comprehending the nature of | 
the revolution. He neither foreſees its 
conſequences, nor can leſſen its defects ; 
nor accelerate its period, provided it be in 

favour of the claſs of the people. 

: A year ago and Toman was nothing. 
What is a clerk in office in the midſt of 
treenty-four millions of ſubjects ? On a 
ſudden his ambition riſes out of the-circum- 
ſtanees of his country; and, as if ambition 
were the child of capacity or the parent of 

it, he has advanced boldly into the middle 
of the ſcene. At firſt he maſqued his in- 
deciſion behind the obſcurity of his reaſon- 
ings. 


( h 


: ingb⸗ Called upon to be explicit, he has 
feigned/ courage. Too vain to fall back 
into the crowd]; too weak to form to him- 
felf a party, he has exhibited perpetual 
fluctuatidn; and, the moment his inſtabi- 
lit appeared, his harangues and his ꝓrin- 
ples have become objects of equal indiffer- 
ence. He belongs to the claſs of thoſe, 
that we hear without liſtening to them; or 
to whom we liſten without being at the 
pains to anſwer them. Can Toman be ſs 
dull, as not to know, that, in whatever 
circumſtances we are placed, we muſt have 
A party and a ſyſtem of our own? Tobe 
the perpetual go- between of all parties, is 
to be nothing. It were better to be a con- 
ſpirator like Catiline, to be a rebel like 
Pugatſcheff, to be an uſurper like Crom- 
well, or a deſpot like Maupeou, than the 
timid organ of a crafty miniſter, whoſe ob- 
"00 ac a | (LI jet 
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dreſa them. Never can there be ſolid 

reconciliation between the hungry ſavage 
that devours us, and the ſubject of his de- 
ſtined prey; between the tyrant that de- 
ſtroys, and the flaye that ſuffers. The 
combined nation does not poſſeſs a power 
too great, to reſiſt an uſurpation, that has 
continued for twelve centuries; that has 
often aſſumed the form of all-deſtroying 
deſpotiſm, and that has always been the 
fruitful motber of a thouſand abuſes. 
To become the champion of this uſurpa- 
tion, is to betray the cauſe of the people, 
and to abule the temporary power they 
| have confided to the miniſter. Toman 
is ane of a very numerous ſet, who eafily 
imbibe falſe principles, becauſe they can 
never ſee into the conſequences ; who are 
anxious to obtain an employment they 
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sTEPHANO writes in an . 
and intereſting ſtyle; he ſpeaks with ſweet- 
neſs and eaſe; but he is by no means a man 
of reflection, ſtill leſs | a : ſtateſman, and 
leaſt of all a philoſopher.” He conceives 
nothing conſiderable or ſublime, but he 
makes his advantage of circumſtances as 
they occur. He has not become an author 
from the love of his country; he has 
merely written a book. With him the 
benefit of the ſtate and his own individual 
advantage go hand in hand; and, if no fa- 
vourable revolution occur in government, 
he at leaſt hopes for a revolution in his pri- 
vate d. Does any one ſpeak of Ste- 
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E 
phano? We are ready to join in his ap- 
plauſe. Is it Stephano himſelf with whom 
we converſe? We ſecretly. condemn the 
precipitation-of our judgment. 

Every curate longs for a benefice ; every 
abbẽ wiſhes to be a biſhop ; eyery biſhop 
defires a cardinal's hat; and every cardi- 
nal aſpires to the papal chair. Do the 
principles of our fect exclude us from 
theſe honours? We ſubſtitute the name of 
a patriarch for that of a pope. For whom 
ſhall this office be created, if not for a zeal- 
ous politician, who preaches againſt vaſſal - 
age, juſt as he preached againſt popery? 

Stephano is unlike the majority of his 
cloth, becauſe he loves toleration, as much 
as they love the principles of excluſion. 
and monopoly; whether it be that one of 
the religions is really leſs mild than the 
other, or that the religion of the minority 
has been ſo long humbled, as to aim at no- 

P 2 thing 
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thing but deliverance from its Preſent de- 
gradation. | Stephano, the Pillar of pro- 
teſtantiſm „does not, like his haughty rivals, 
reſt his feet upon a footſtool of gold, and 
bear his head higher than the clouds. oy 
In almoſt all bodies of men officious 
mediocrity gains more victories, than a de- a 
cided genius. Genius, confident in its 
advantages, employs the tone of deſpotiſm 
and abuſes its rights; mediocrity confeſſes 
its own weakneſs, propoſes its ideas with | 
modeſt hefitation, and ſeeks rather to earn, 
than to, arreſt the ſuffrages of mankind. In | 
flattering the vanity of the great we make J 
ourſelves acceptable to them, and in ſooth- ; 
ing the weakneſs of the i ignorant vulgar we | | 
incline them to our opinion. of ah 
Stephano uſhered in his perſonal appear- 
ance by the publication of a book. This 
book tells us nothing that we did not know ; 


| before. But it has collected i in one point 
of 


of view what was ſaid in books of diſquiſi- 


tion and diſcovery. The mind of man, 
ever diſpoſed to indolence, is grateful 10 


him, that ſpares it the labour of reſearch 


and furniſhes a chain of popular reaſoning, 
that we may repeat with , eclat to a ſet of 
auditors leſs enlightened than ourſelves. | 
|  Stephano has a portion of genius, though 
not of that ſort which is equal to the pre- 
ſent ſituation of France. But the habit of 
commenting upon, and illuſtrating the or- 
dinary topics of theology, wears out the 
underſtanding, conſumes our valuable 
time, and weakens the energies of the in- 
tellectual faculty: Why ſhould we deny, 
that the national aſſembly has dwelt too 
much upon the minuteneſs of detail, and 
that the paſſion of diſplaying oratorical 


powers has ſpun out and procraſtinated the 


decifion of principles 2 Of all the men who 
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enter thoſe walls, Stephano would be moſt 
puzzled to excul pate himſelf from This ac- 
cuſation. % 16. 

The exiſtence which he Are, | is in che 
opinion of mankind. Firſt, a miſſionary, 
then an apoſtle, laſt of all a pontiff, he 
aſpires to another ſort of glory. We pre- 
tend not to aſſign the exact bounds of his 
ſucceſs. At any rate he has ſucceeded in 
reſcuing his name from the level of the 
obſcure multitude, and ranking it among 
thoſe of the acknowledged coadjutors of 
the preſent revolution; a revolution, re- 
ſpecting which no one can fix the preciſe 
period when it will take place, and few 
can even tell whether it will take EI at 
all. a 

If we had not ſaid, that we are wholly 
Want on the article of probity, becauſe 
we take it for granted that it belongs to 
. . 
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TIGELL INUS does not walte 
thought upon the gaining voices in his fa- 
vour, or the laying the foundation of a per- 
ſonal reputation. Convinced that petu- 
lance, oſtentation and an anxiety to ſhine 
are the characteriſtics of certain nations, 
he maintains a compoſure, that is inaccefſſ- 
ible to the weakneſs of his contemporaries, 
He proceeds with a conſtant and ſteady 
pace, without ever departing from the | 
true principles of his conduct. 

He ſets no value upon the ſounding pe- 
riods of declamation, or the honour of mov- 
ing certain queſtions, and above all he de- 
| ſpiſes the art of ſtealing the motions of 
others. But, when an idea has for a long 
n eine 
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time been engendering i in his mind, he an- 
nounces, he explains it, he proves its uti- 


lity and its worth, From that moment he 


cares not for the honour of having intro- 
duced. it, and ſees with indifference his ri- 
vals ambitiouſly employed, to clothe it in 


the gaudineſs of their eloquence, and to a- 


dopt it as the fruit of their political lucu- 


brations. 
The talents of men are various. One 


man convinces us, ſubdues us and makes 
of his opinion an irreſiſtible law; an- 
other inſinuates, perſuades and is followed 
as the prudent guide, who ſhall lead us in 
ſafety through the difficulties of our under- 
taking; a third gains our ſuffrages by his 


paſſions and his ſenſibility, and unites the 


attractions of generofity with the invinci- 
bleneſs of reaſon ; a fourth preſents us with 


the reſult of mature reflexion, and fixes 
our 
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our wavering judgment by the confidence 
we derive from the integrity of his heart, 

and the depth of * 
nh 4s: Figellinu wo 1 wont, 

He is not ignorant, that the vulgar wi: 
take caution for timidity, moderation for 
zmbecility, and circumſpection for inex- 
Per ience.: But he aſpires 0 be an uſeful 
eitizen, and not a ſtateſman; he wiſhes to 
ferve his country, and is totally indifferent 
to reputation. He leaves the public to 
their erroneous judgments; not that he 
does not regret them, but that he does not 
need to be animated by applauſe. 

ait is not always neceſſary to have pro- 
duced a great work, in order to acquire 
the confidence of mank ind. We ſubmit 
to the dictates. of an enlightened under- 
Aanding, as well as yield to the efforts of 
.cloguence. , How. uncommon and bow 
-mmirable/are thoſe men, whoſe Judgment 
F | is 
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(0 
is at once lucid and profound, whoſe me- 
thod is perſpicuous without being frigid, 
Whoſe proceedings are cautious and yet not 
dilatory | I know not, whether we ought 
not to baniſh out of political ſubjects the 
delufive attractions of rhetoric, and em- 
ploy ſuch expreſſions only as ariſe out of 
the ſubject; ſo that our hearers may exclu- 
tively attend to the principles we deliver, 
not to the manner in which they are an- 
nounced, or to the merit of their author. 
But, if ſoundneſs of underſtanding be 
upon all occaſions ſo precious a gift, how 
much is its value enhanced, at a moment 


when every thing is painted in exaggerated 
colours, and when each man has a plan of 
his own to ſuggeſt; at a period, when 
mankind have not yet learned the limits 
of political truth, and look upon autho- 
rity, as a ſort of ſpring, which may be- 
bent or relaxed in either direction withont 
danger ! 


danger! With grief v acknowledge, 
s of this Au- 


guſt aſſembly are diſpoſed; to aſcribe too 


much or too little to the executive power. 
7 bey believe, that to impoſe upon ĩt a new ' 

_ reſtraint is to gain an additional victory; 
and they do not perceive, that the ſteps 


which they take to remove theinſelves 
farther from deſpotiſm, lead to the horrors 


of anarchy; an evil more real and more 


inſupportable, than all that the Oy of 
2 tyrant can impoſe, 
Tigellinus does not imagine, that 8 
regeneration of a people is the work of a 
few weeks only, that we ought to ſeize 
upon the occaſion when the minds of men 


are alive, and to take the nation as it were 


by ſtorm. He believes, that the more 
reflection ſhall have ripened our projects 
and regulations, the more confidence and 


3 reſpect 
by 


teſpect will thoſe regulations acquire. 
Thus the f ſtates · gener al were called toge- 5 


that, has. elapſed, has been ſingly employed 


in endeavouring to remedy the conſe- 
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ABUT! what ſounds invade my/ear wha 5 
BfiRtaus ſcene preſents itſelf to my eyes ! 
pene drops from my trembling hands; 
I haſten to enquire the meaning of the tu- 
mult. Gracious heaven, what do 1 we? 
cats L believe che teſtimony of my eyes! 
210 adminiſtration, ſcattered at a blow; 
the mayor of a ſingle town, who ſeems 
ready to become every thing that were our 


andient mayors of the palace v; an hun.” 
dred thouſand n changed at once 


TE 7 if «19 16107 
The mayors 'of the "palace engroſſed the whole 


royal authority under the feeble kings that terminated | 
the race of Clovis. Charles Martel was the real ſo- 
| vereign of France; his ſon Pepin ſtripped the nominal 
king of the ſhadow of authority that remained ; and, bh 
Bis grandſon Charlemagne i 15 perhaps the moſt conſi- | 
derahle figure in the hiſtory of the middle ages. The 
mayor of Paris here alluded to is Mr. Bailly. 
„ into 


( 223 * 
Unto an armed force; a miniſter, exiled by 


. thoſe who did r not defpiſe him, and recalled 


by tho ſe WhO do not love him; a terriſied 


court, upon whom the head of a proſcribed 
magiſtrate has worked all the effects that 


were fabled ꝗf the head of Meduſa; a pal- 
ſieg par liament, that does not ſhake off its 
ſlumber, but in order to cacg mik An; ane 


dityqyhich moſt, of its 


. pg: # 


of the firſt city in the world; #5 K 


| round whom, they ing, Hache 29 ER 


What guard ſo glorious as my children 's arms +? 1 
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recollect; a nobleman, con TY 
city. militia; an academician, at the head 


at the very moment, OM his children, 
are demoliſhing his caſtles, and conduct 
—_— triumph the proviſi ons and the ord- 


nance of which IT have Spock him; a 
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e ticker of chat king, a fugitive, And 
=? price ſet npon his head; rumour herſelf, 
unable to recount the atrocious acts perpe- 
| trating in every part of France : the work- 
ſhops" of the m nufacturer deſerted; the 
ſyſtem of police annihilated ; a comedian 
turned colonel in theſe ephemeron regi- 
ments, a bookſeller a major, a poet a cap- | 
tain ; timid burghers converted into coura- 
ed citizens; the populace haſtening to 
dene of blood as to an entertainment: 
Nach is the ſtory of a ſingle week ; ſuch is 
= aber our eyes have ſeen, but our hearts 
do not yet believe; or ſuch is what we be- 
lieve, without being able to o imagine how 
q it has been accompliſhed. 1 
Meanwhile, as ſoon as our e be- 
came tolerably calm, and the inquiſitive 
mind wWas defirous to give itſelf an account 
of its oun eee, we © ſought after 


* 


( 245 ) 


- the cauſe. of this revolution, of which all 
the annals of hiſtory do not afford a ſecond 
example. Is it not, that every kind of 
abuſe had at length reached its utmoſt li- 
mit? And how came they to be as innumer- 
able as the ſands of the ocean? It was 
owing to the perpetual flutuation of mi- 
nifter ſucceeding miniſter ; it was owing to 
men's being called into office without any 
previous knowledge of their capacity. We 
imagined we ſaw ability in a financier, it 
was nothing but quackery : we imputed 
zeal, it was private ambition: we ſuppoſ- 
ed a comprehenſive mind, the appearance 
aroſe from a ſeries of projects thrown to- 
gether at hazard. It is this previous 
knowledge of men, the effential conſtituent 
of a great king, to which the writer of 
this volume is deſirous to contribute. It 
is this, that has determined us to form a 
Gallery of Portraits of the national aſſem- 
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blyz that is, ad of thidſe 
© members; who NOW; play, or will hereafter 
play, a Part in the ſcene. 181 78 Voi 
It is perhaps difficult to make a nobler 
uſe of the liberty of the preſs.¶ Letius be 
ä N to enumerate its advantages. 
The executive power is in want of in- 
eee to who are the perſons to 
rhom it ſhall confide its authority; an in- 
formation the more neceſſary, as the reſpon- 
fibility of miniſters will make a part of 
-'!the conftitution, and as a miſtaken choice 
wilb riſſc at once the honour of the maſter 
andi the fate of the delegate. 
Ihe provinces are -in- want of inſorma- 
3 the conduct of their depu- 
ties, thoſe eſpecially whoſe election has 
0 fallen upon ſtrangers recommended only 
gatby the reputation they had acquired. 
Whether the provinces ſhall originate their 


particular, gates, or the national aſſembly 
8 Ty hal! 


—— 


* 
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AaftsMobrredaiuterigs) for chat purpoſe, 
they will equally want to be informed nao 
they are that ought to obtain xhe ſuffrages 
of their country. Donuih n 3199 21 15 
A very obvious reflection will point out 
to thoſe moſt adverſe to my plan the indiſ- 
1 penſible neceſſity of purſuing it. France 
is now continually changing its opinion of 
the characters of men, diſavowing precipi- 
tate praiſe, retracting unjuſt ſeverity. 
Whence comes this? Becauſe we have not 
been able to examine the pretenſions of in- 
dividuals to the general confidence; be- 
cauſe we have been urged on every ſide by 
. Preconception and prejudice, and have 
BE mn our compliance from ag to 
25 defift. i 
It will not be thus with us heteafilhs ; or 
540 leaſt we ſhall have a ſort of mirror that 
We may conſult upon doubtful occaflons. 
"Oils that the glafs does not Dow's Fait th- 
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ful repreſentation; yet the portrait will 
ſcarcely be eqtirely gleſticutaof truth. It 
is for the impartial public to judge; it is 
theirs to give the palm; it is theirs to fix 
the reputation of men; it is theirs to give 
birth and ſubſtance to genuine ability. 
Accordingly we ſhould: think only of the 
public; we ſhould ſeek to pleaſe only the 
public; from the public only we ſhould 
expect that celebrity which is due to talents, 
= Wee e which attends 508 ponies; 
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(A) But what 4 miniſter? p. 63.1 


7 O not imagine, that I can beſtow the appel- 

lation of a man upon him who poſſeſſes 
only the ſordid cunning of baſely heſitating be- 
tween two parties, equally flattering the monarch 
from whom he expected gain, and the people from 
whom he expected glory. Abortive in negocia- 


tion, in literature and in government, he invoked 
all the miniſters of fame, in hopes of their aid to 


arrive at celebrity; though the lapſe of time inſi- 
nuated to him in no ambiguous language the obli- 
vion that awaited his effuſions and his name. With 
a ſtudied appearance of candour, he perſecuted ſe- 
cretly and unintermittedly whoever refuſed to pay 
tribute to his queſtionable and uſeleſs talents. Un- 
der an exterior of decency he prepared certain re- 
ceſſes for the purpoſe of voluptuouſneſs, and ap- 

23 pointed 


r nes Oren rr I” 
* * - — * 


(C e ); 


pointeg, to tothe prieſthood ii Hoe, he 3 e Vs 
Tec timid to dare to inf nſult man openly, he ere. 
peated with all the cr uelty and baſeneſs of malice, 
ſarcaſmz, that originated in a malice. cunningly, 

| concealed and enjoyed at once the pleaſures of 5 
vengeance and the reputation of placability. 5 
has never made one human being happy; and will. 
perhaps ſee, in his melancholy and ridiculous old. 
age Fame-herſelf, aſhamed of the miſtake ſhe, has 
committed, revoke a ſuffrage, that was only be- 
ſtowed when rank, fortune and the ſlender ſeme 
blances of wit were abe p< conſtitute a claim, 


to immortalit y. 58 #4 nf ul 
ON | 7143 Saint zun with he Golden Mouth. 
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* 0 oj originated in the Compie Bhi, 

| Caleuttors were from the data there given EH 

Abled to eſtimate the finances of the nation. I ill 

then, it was only underſtood in general that the 

revenues of the king were immenſe ; their amount 
and the ſervices to which they were applied, were 

Tot 1 known, But furn ſhed with theſe Advantages, 


us ee T beg dew; . nee fringe * by 
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every one undertook to diſcover the Uo! Gege-. 2 
vernment. The bGok upon the Adminiſtration 
of the Finances added new vigour to this firſt im- 
pulfe. It was an &x-miniſter diſcloſing the-ſecrets | 
of the ſtate; and it was thought tliat a way was 
opened of ſerving the public without having recourſe 
to extraordinary abilities. The diſputes which aroſe 
at the commencement of the Aſſembly of Notables, . 
led to new diſcoveries. The multitude collected 
a more ample information, and enlarged their ſtock 
of materials. The anſwer” extorted from Mr. de 

Calonne, opened the port-folios of adminiſtration . 
In fine, the meeting of the ſtates- general occaſioned: 
a crowd of ephemeron publications; every one 
contributed his mite of information. Returned to 

| office, Mr. Necker was deſirous of diſtinguiſhing 
his miniſterial exiſtence by a revolution. I 
Was it neceſſary to give a conſtitution to a 
kingdom, that knew no ſuperior, and that confi der- 
ed the three greateſt powers: of Europe as its nl 
rivals? 

1 Was it neceſſary, becauſe of a ſimple deficit, to 
ſubvert the exiſtence of a people, who, by their 
character, their induſtry and their zeal, have made 
ſo diſtinguiſhed a figure in the world? 

Was it neceſſary, that the kings of France ſhould, 
55 ſo 3 r purchaſe the ſatisfaction of 


6 Q 4 | ſeeing 
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2 their * Pay, + gebt ans rr owed 


to one another? en 
« Was it within the range of e that 
thirty-two provinces, of which a third part had; 
been conquered from other nations, ſhould unite 
upon the ſame principles and uniformly concur in 
the ſame objects, when it had been found that ab- 
ſolute monarchy itſelf could not bind them in one 
chain of intereſt? : 7 
The author of ſo many changes has not i. 
his theory from the ſources of profound ſtudy, .. 
He has never travelled ; has read little; has 
thought little; his Een affairs have engroſſed 
his — Order, diſintereſtedneſs and a ſtricx 
probity, is all that he has diſplayed. His reforms . 
proved no ability; ; his loans were pernicious er- 
rors; the provinces never obtained relief from his 
adminiſtration; he left no other monuments of his 
virtues than a few monkiſh hoſpitals. 2 
4 The caiſſe d' eſcompte, the caiſſe d 11 
ment, found in him an enemy to their beneficiall 
inſtitutions. 8 
« When he 3 Mr. Turgot, ef I 
reform was the chief inſtrument of his operations. 


5 When he ſucceeded the archbiſhop of Sens, „„ 
could find no reſource but in an univerſal wreck. 


00 By what « claſs of citizens could a foreigner be - | 


attached to the fortune of F rance? By the ſove- 
reign 5 ap 
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reign? There were ön that fide antipathics to be 


ſurmounted. By the nobility? He could not be 
blind to their di ſaffection to him. By men of letters! 4 


He had ſuffered deeply from their animadverſions. | 
The people of the provinces, therefore, were his 


only adherents; and how does their enthuſiaſm _ 


daily ſubſide, when they ſee neither the r di- 


miniſhed, nor the annuities paid, &c. &c. | 
« Whence ſpring the ſecret fears of the partiſans 
of Mr. Necker, and the open alarms of his ene- 


mies reſpecting the event of his adminiſtration ? .. 
From a want of that confidence, which reſults - 


from a conviction of talents, His probity and his 
morals are too highly rated to permit them to call 
in queſtion his intentions, but the diſparity of the 


- 


man to his office is too well known for any hopes 5 


to be entertained of an auſpicious regeneration. 

« ught what has hitherto been experienced to 
ſet us at eaſe? An aſſembly of notables ſo cir- 
cumſtanced, as neceſſarily to become divided an 


affected delay for the letters of convocation —a re- 


gulation that has occaſioned the molt i perfect, 


ſometimes the moſt vicious, elections—an opera- - 


tion of twenty-five millions, that has terrined the 
friends of their country—ten petty loans that have 
given diſquiet to men of reflection, &c. &c. Can 
ſuch conduct remind us of the Sully, the real 
ſtateſmen! Se 

Grant, 
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Grant) cat his predeceſſors lent a too willing 
cer to multiplied, perhaps indiſereet demands; but is 
it neceſſary to wear at all times an inflexible brow, © 
and render authority odious? IS ceconomy, IP 
practicable without ſeverity! PP Review of the Prin- | 
c ipat Fe upon the Subjedt 1 the Ziaſrs, 
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As the F rench have at laſt the happineſs AF, ſee- 
ing the direction of affairs once more in the hands 
Mr Necker, i it is to be ſuppoſed, that they will 

derive no. little ſatisfaction from being enabled to 
pereeiye with a glance of the eye the real princi- 
ples of this great miniſter. They conſtitute a part 
only of the moral ideas, ſo attractive, ſo animating, 
which abound j in his writings, and which paint. his 
character in ſuch pleaſing colours. 

Days The ſovereign of a kingdom, like that of. 

« F rance, can, if he pleaſe, always maintain the 
< balance. between the ordinary revenues and the 
« « expenditure, . The diminution of the one, agree- 
| e at all times to the public wiſh, is in his 
te power; and, when circumſtances require it, the 
« increaſe of taxes is A part . his e, 
Conpie Reden p. 2 l. 


A bnetmob “ « It 


FR IJ 
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It is the power of jimpoſing taxes which con- 
ſtitutes the grandeur, of; the ſovereign.. Me- 
mair. preſented. to the Kings. by A. 5 Nan, in 
17 d engt Rendu, p. 39. b 104 | 

But, though the 1 in a l. 
6 government, be the centre of political intereſts ; 5 
c though, in ſuch a conſtitution, he alone deter- 
« mine the ſacrifices of the citizens; he alone is 
<<. he. interpreter of the wants of the flate; alone | 
« wills, alone ordains; alone has the power of 
« compelling obedience, yet the principles of juſ- 
« tice are not; on that account, changed, and the 
duties of the repreſentative of the ſtate exiſt in 
« their utmoſt force. From theſe reflexions ariſes 
92 a truth, greatly alarming to the conſciences 
c kings: : it is, that, while they confide to the tri 
« hunals the deciſion of differences between 
« ject and ſubject, they remain ſole arbiters of the 
ec greateſt queſtion that exiſts in the ſocial order, 
« that of fixing the amount of the claims and pre- 
 Krenfions of the public treaſury upon the property 
0 each individual; and that not only an upright 
ce heart, but reflexion and ſcience are neceſſary to 
« decide upon this queſtion, and underftand it in 
All its parts.“ On the Adminiftration” of the 
Finances, tome 1. chap. P E 

The ſingle power {in the provincial aſſemblies, ) 

cc to offer their obſervations in caſe of any new 
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demands, fo. that the will of the king may be al- 


ce ways | enlightened, and. never obſtructed, .. In 


tc fine, the name of free, gift for ever interdicted, 
ce and that of pays q adminiſtration ſubſtituted for 


that of pass d etat, in order that the ſimilarity 


& of. names may never give rife to ſimilar preten- 
© fions. It is obvious to remark, that the eſta- 
< blic ment of theſe conditions. will be peculiarly 
© ealy,, Where the ſovereign, is not reſtrained by 
« any anterior convention; and where of conſe- 
&« © quence. every thing on his part becomes conde- 
« « ſcenſion. and beneficence, I will add as an efſen- 
« tial condition, that, whatever perfection we may 
« ; imagine we have given to this new inſtitution, 
60 it muſt be announced as only extending to a 
« limited period; the period to be renewed a ſecond 
« and a Fi third time, juſt as your majeſty ſhall judge 

« proper; ſo that, after having exerted every effort 
c to produce a beneficial ſyſtem, your majeſty may 


4 ſtill have always in your hands the means of 


0 aboliſhing it. With ſuch a precaution what in- 
* conveniences can we have to fear! % Memoir 
e to the King in 1778, p. 8. 9 
n à monarchical country, where the will of 
* the prince folely conſtitutes the lau, the only an- 
xĩety of the ſovereign ſhould be to aſcertain, 


© zhat his 135 and n intentions are carried 
8 * into 


* 
"> 3s. » 


4 74 
n a. 4 
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« jnto execution,” | mae Nane to the wo. 

in 1778. RU 
„ There is en no part of his" even 
« even ſuch as are annual, which a king of France 
ce has not the power of expending either well or 
«M1: Nee Eclairciſſemens, mn * Dane 
Renduz p- 63. 5 
The ancient connexions of France with the 
« Swiſs nation; the natural rampart, which their 
alliance ſecures to a part of its frontiers ; the 
« Jong and loyal ſervices of this patient and intre- 
« pid nation; in fine, the advantage perhaps that 
« ſovereign may derive in times of trouble and f 
an 5 from the poſſeſſion of a certain number 
\® of foreign troops : theſe various reaſons induce, 
ce us to conſider the regular maintenance of a a Corps. 


« from. that country, as a wi/z meaſures”? On the 
Adminiſtration of the Finances, tome II. . 
xii. p. 408. | 
In the care we take of our reputation there 3 is a 
« ſentiment, independent of the judgment of others. 
It is a mirror, in which we are accuſtomed. to 
“ contemplate ourſelves, and we wiſh it to be as 
« pure as our own heart.” Nouveaux Eclairciſſe- 
mens, ſur le Compte Rendu par M. Necker, p- 181. 
« The. majority of nations, either from choice 


or r neceflity, have intruſted « their rights in the 
I c hands 
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bands of a ſingle individual and have Hus erëcted 

c a perpetual monument of the ſpĩrit of diſtordi in- 
- & juſtice anddiſunion, which has ſo frequently reign- 

c ed among men. It is true, they have from time 
A to time recollected, that they were capable of them- 
(( ſelyes to aſcertain their true intereſts; but the 

& monarch, - apprehenſive of their inconſtaney, 
& hab been careful to ſtrengthen the ſupports of 
his power; and, by ſurrounding himſeif with a 
c warlike and diſciplined army; has diſabled them 
from nouriſhing their diſſike of ſlavery: he has 
& obtained ſoldiers by taxes, and taxes by ſoldiers; 
and, by the aſſiſtance of this reciprocal means, 
ec has made himſelf able to do eyery thing and to 
< reſiſt all oppoſition.” On the I. mportance of 


Kaen Opinions, beginning of 1 vii. n 206. 
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: * HE or- Fp was ſure to ap, 
| part of the nation. There was ſcarcely more than 
one way left for him: that of ſimply laying | before 

Bf ſtates-general the ſituation of the finances. 

An enlightened people, who, upon. queſtions 
: of geconomy, hold already the ſecond. place in 
Europe, and will ſoon diſpute the firſt, ought, not 
. patiently to ſubmit to de tutored by a foreigner, 
: whoſe 


\ 


N (8/229) ) 


whoſe office did not allows him to een 
the functions, of the chancellor. N uigceg 
11212 It was deſirable, eee of ananes fond 
have avoided pronouncing his own eulogiuin, or, 
at leaſt, that he ſhould not have embraced ever 
opportunity of introducing it into the important 
queſtions he was ambitious to diſ cus. 
The original Compte Rendu, often diſcuſſed and 
never ſufficiently vindicated; the vigorous attacks 
of Mr. de Calonne weakly repelled, never defeat- 
ed an unintelligible book upon religion, and 
another ſtill more erroneous upon the finances, had 
produced no favourable impreſſion upon the ſmall 
ee of auditors who were not to 1 * 
an in exaggerated reputation. 
The complicated reader e 
1 of the various Letters to explain, the affecta- 
tion of recommending at Lyons and Bourdeaux 
the bankers to be elected as deputies; the back- 
wardneſs to explain, for fear of pledging himſelf, 
and not being afterwards able to accommodate to 
eircumſtances; all had their effect upon the minds 
of the aſſembly. F 
If however that indulgence had been ſhown him, 
"pt ch was becoming towards a foreigner ; if the 
"'difcourſe had been leſs prolix and the principles 
"more: Hie inte, Ar good things might have 
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been derived from it, and more paſſages than one 
might have been found of real utility. 5 
be compliment to the nation in the firſt n | 
is worthy the French academy. At length then, 
<« after ſo long an interval, behold the deputies of 
« a nation, poſſeſſing ſo many claims to diſtinction, 
cc called upon once more to the aſſiſtance of the 
<« throne, &c. &c.“ 
But what ſoftened every heart, nals awaken» | 
ed to ſenſibility by the compliment that was paid 
them, was the following modeſt and ſentimental paſ- 
5 | 
« You will ſurely, eden, excuſe me | from 
© Jooking back to the (unfortunate) period, which 
has preceded (my brilliant adminiſtration). It 
« is reſpecting the · xreſent ſituation, it is reſpecting 
ce the evil to be remedied, that I am to inſtruct you 
« and to engage your attention. You will excuſe 
ce me alſo from mentioning all the difficulties, which 
« (by my genius) were to be ſurmounted, in order 
« to ſupport the tottering edifice of the finances 
on fon the end of Auguſt to the preſent moment, 
— There are labours; there are / ff erings, 
* * only conipeniation and true reward i Is an 
“ internal ſatisfaction.“ 

The good will of the king, the PE” CRAP of 
the people, a nation's gratitude, would be but a 
poor recompence for ſuch cruel /ufferings.) 

| 5 1 From 


1 ) 


From admiration the afſembly roſe to joy, when 
they were told that the deficit amounted only to 
Bay-. millions *; and this generous acknowledg- 
ment made the deeper impreſſion, becauſe it con- 
tradicted on one ſide the paſt aſſertions of the di- 
rector- general, and on the other indirectly juſtified 
thoſe of his predeceſſors. The joy was extreme, 
when we heard the conſoling enumeration of ſix- 
teen ways of ſupplying it; ſo that if, unfortunate- 
ly and unexpectedly, the ſtates-general ſhould not 


feel the neceſſity of coming to the relief of the ſtate, 


the buſinefs might quietly remain without their 
affiſtance, till the oppoſition ceaſed; and thus 
would they be made in a high degree uſeful, with- 
out being made indiſpenſibly neceſſary. 

But the fineſt ſtroke beyond all compariſon in 
this extraordinary ſpeech, is, where the orator 
treats of the force of the royal engagements. We 
might have expected one of thoſe moments of ef- 
| fuſton, when the ſoul is hurried away by the gene- 
roſity of its ſentiments: but, no; the ſtateſman is 
every where viſible; and, after having in the 
ſtrongeſff manner ſtated the pledge of the ſovereign 
as ſacred, he afks himſelf this queſtion : © Is there 
« no diſtinction to be made between the various 
claims of creditors ; and may not the intereft of 
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er fuch loans, as were too favourable to the Tenders, 
« undergo a ſubſequent reduction?“ We ſee in this 
objection the man of courage, who is not aſhamed 
to confefs his paſt errors; the miniſter; who never 
loſes for a moment the habitude of reflexion: but, 
as a propoſition of this nature excites alarm, and 
appears to contradict in ſome degree what he had 
before advanced, he calms this precipitate murmur 
by exclaiming : © You will perceive, gentlemen, 
< that the utility of this meaſure would bear no 
c proportion to the inconveniences that might re- 
(, ſult from maiming the univerſal principles of na- 
c tional honour, and the effential baſis of public 
confidence... What is this boaſted utility: 
The multitude perceive it not; it has eſcaped the 
attention of more readers than one. It is this 
As every thing that is ſubject to arbitrary deci- 
& ſion, is neceſſarily incompatible with a character 
s altogether inviolate, the lenders in future will 
-« be obliged to take into their eſtimate the riſk of 
4 ſuch an inquiſition.” Of courfe, conſigned over 
to the horrors of incertainty, they would grow diſ- 
guſted with theſe hazardous ſpeculations, and en- 
deavour to employ their capitals in the uſeful _ 
ſuits of commerce and agriculture. 

The conſummate addreſs of the 55 
in omitting the gloomy picture of the national 
tbe; and of the * of PTE it, cannot 
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have eſcaped obſervation: theſe petty conſiderations 
could have no place in a diſcourſe, the object of 
which was totally different. In vain did the bail- 
liages * expreſs their opinion of the neceſſity of ſe- 
curing, by immutable arrangements, the future pro- 
ſperity of the finances; the director- general elo- 
quently obſerves: © In fine, meſſieurs, it is proper 
c to mention to you, that you are not indebted to 
& any abſolute neceſſity of pecuniary ſuccour, for 
© the precious advantage of having met in this au- 
ce guſt aſſembly. On the contrary, the majority 
« of the reſources I have deſcribed to you, have 
“ always been in the power of the ſovereign. —If 
<« the embarraſiment of the finances had ſprung 
« only from the difficulty that might attend the 
c introducing a new tax, no perſon would have laid 
c conſiderable ſtreſs on ſuch an embarraſſment.— 
& A king, who had been jealous only for the pre- 
c ſervation of his authority, would have found, 
in the retrenchments that are always in his 
« power, the means of ſurmounting difficulties, 
« and of n the impoſition of a new tax un- 
* eee 

his leſſon was undoubtedly eſſentially modi 
for the information of a raſh aſſembly, who would 


IM Baillie 1s the name of the diſtricts into which — is 
divided, each of them ſeparately poſſeſſing a "ow of nt 
their repreſentatives to the ſtates: general. 
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otherwiſe have imagined, that they actually poſſeſſed 
legiſlative authority ; that they were empowered 
to produce a national. regeneration ; that they 
could annex conditions to the melioration of the 
public revenues, and fix a price upon the conſoli- 
dation of the national debt ; whereas now, adver- 
tifed before hand of the power that exiſts of anni- 
hilating them at once, they would be altogether in- 
excuſable in attributing to themſelves weight and 
conſequence. Mankind are always inelined to rate 
themſelves too highly, and ſtand in need of correc- 
tions, which, without difcouraging them, may re- 
preſs the ſoarings of inordinate ambition. Happy 
the nation, that is bleſt with a ſort of dictator, al- 
ways at hand to reſtore its wanderings, and to trace 
Ge ths renner kater! 7 

In the following page, the orator . for- 
with the healing balm, which may cure the wound 
that the eloquence of truth had juſt inflicted; and 
he declares, that the king conſents, as it were, to 
place the'diſpofal of the finances under the guar- 
dianſhip of the nation. There are people indeed, 
who might pretend that theſe two paſſages are in 
diret-contradicion to each other; but it ought to 
be recollected, that the art of rhetoric delights in 
a figure of this kind. To diſplay the value of a 
facrifice of this fort, nothing can be more natural 


wg to ſhow, that * tt and ſpontaneous. 
Demoſ- 
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Demoſthenes and Cicero have left us feveral ex- 
amples of the utility of this mode of ſpeaking pro- 
perly applied. | 

. Thoroughly acquainted with the great maxims 
of his art, the director- general has frequent recourſe 
to this figure. In pages 72 and 73, he obſerves, 
that the occupations of the aſſembly wwill be perfectly 
unlimited, that they are the aſſociates of majeſty, 
and that the king will direct the ideas, which may 
be entitled to their diſcuſſion, to be ſubmitted. 40 them. 
You imagine them without doubt, arrived to the 
ſummit of glory 1 on the contrary, behold them all 


on a ſudden degraded from the ſteps of the throne 


to the forms of a ſchoolboy ! The reforms to be 
adopted are ſuggeſted to them, a taſk is preſcribed 
them, and they are limited to a given number of 
ideas. The hope of France no longer appears, 
but in the character of a multitude of timid obſervers, 
who wait to receive the leſſons - of wiſdom, and 
quietly ſubmit themſelves to the gue of a 
miniſter. | 

And what is the deſign of the ebllrkations we 
have quoted ? Plainly this; - A perfect harmony 
between the three orders of the ſtate, would con- 
duce to the welfare of the nation, and the intereſt 
of the ſovereign : but it would run counter to the 


Ai views of the miniſter, If the aſſembled 


nation 
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nation ſaid to their prince: & Behold, fire, the ob- 

*ject of the people: of France; they will ſupport 

8 your authority at home and your char acter abroad; 

(c they are ready to aſſiſt you with their | purſe and 
s their blood. Deign to commit to their Judg- 
ment the deciſion of what is. your true intereſt,” 
To what purpoſe would the fine ſpeech of the di- 
rector- general in that caſe have ſerved? It would 
have appeared inſupportably out of place and ridi- 
culous; we ſhould have known to have done with- 
out the orator, - as we did without the firſt mini- 
ſter x. This is the Srmation, that it was wiſhed to 

; ent. 

The object of the a of France is not to.de- 
. Aver themſelyes from monarchical authority, but 
from miniſterial tyranny; and, to ſupport itſelf, 
this tyranny boaſts of its ſervices, exaggerates its 

freſources, and ſeeks at all events to be independent 

of the will of thoſe, by whom the revenues are 
raiſed. | 
be Grector- general of the finances, loaded with 
glory and with the gifts of fortune, a total ſtr anger 
to every ſort of intrigue, ſuperior even to the in- 
fluence of ambition, afraid of the court and of ſtate 
affairs, oppreſſed with the burthen of office, having 
had _—_ 10 for ſolitude, kind, en, benevo- 


% F LE Wet, 6 i = * * Archbiſhop of Sens. | 
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Tent; and and the advocate of liberty even to fanaticiſm, 
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has but a ſingle paſſion; the happineſs of the peo- 


ple of France; of that people, whom he ſpoiled by 
the immoderate praiſes beſtowed upon them in his 


-PFreatiſe upon the Finances. It ĩs not to be doubted 


that ſuch a minifter is of more true value than the 
Rates-general. But can we fatter ourſelves with 


à continued ſucceſſion of ſuch ſtateſmen? - Alas, 
heaven ſhows itſelf but too parſimonious of men 


like him! The nation therefore is not to be 


blamed, ſupremely happy as the is at preſent, if ſhe 
recollect, that ſhe will not always have a ſuperior 


genius in the firſt office of adminiſtration, and if 
ſhe ſeek a reſource in herſelf, to conſole her for the 


loſs of an illuftrious ſtranger, who will now ſecure 
to her the bleſſings of a free government, juſt as 


in 1781 he left a ſurplus of the revenue over the 


1 3 


Coſt what it may, the miniſter defitad to goyern 
us; his zeal is certainly entitled to every return of 


js "gratitude. Coſt what it may, the nation is deſir- 


ous to ſpare him the trouble. We ſhall ſee who 
- come off victor from this generous conteſt, 


* 5 ow is PR as ; nothing can be 
_ demonſtrated. p. 86.] 


TT is long ſince we have heard, that a great work 


Was preparing to de ſubmitted to the ſtates- general. 
R 4 The 
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The promiſedgperformance is probably the ſpeech 
of the miniſter, delivered May ſixth, and ſince pub- 
liſhed. The verboſe and intrepid author certainly 
plicetl no ordinary dependence upon the force of 
his eloquence or the enthuſiaſm of his auditors. 
Some of them have ſmiled at the democratical 
principles, that are every where ſcattered through 
it with apparent affectation; others have rejected 
with indignation a doctrine, that led to the moſt 
pernicious effects. The ſelect number of true 
Frenchmen, who have not ſacrificed their under- 
ſtandings at the ſhrine cf a few fanatical apoſtles 
of 'a new conſtitution, weep over the public diſ- 
aſters, that have thrown a great nation almoſt de- 
fenceleſs into the diſpoſal of a ſtranger, affectedly 
the friend of order, but really of ſedition; that 
have expoſed an ancient monarchy to be battered 
down by the unhallowed hands of a republican, 
who is recommended it feems by a few moral qua- 
liſications &. | 
For ourſelves, who have voluntarily declined 

mixing in theſe tumultuous affemblies, in which 


* Tt is not ſtated whether this note be written by the author 
of the work, or be an extract from ſome other publication. But 
the ſentiments of the preceding paragraph are ſo diametrically 
oppoſite to thoſe which the author inculcates in many other 

aſſages, that we think ourſelves bound to put the reader upon 
* guard againſt too haſtily ſuppoſing them the production of 
the ſame Pen. N | : 


= 


I we 
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we might perhaps have appeared with a certain de- 
gree of credit, who, faithful to the voice of reaſon, 
have for thirty years ſtudied to ſpeak the language 
of ſo reſpectable a miſtreſs, and who exert our- 
ſelves for the preſervation of her rights, we con- 
ceive, that we are not altogether uſeleſs to our 


country, while we watch the proceedings of thoſe 


who ſerve her, and awaken the buſy and the un- 


reflecting to ſuſpect certain delegates of public 


authority. 


We impeach i in the court of poſterity the author 


of this diſcourſe, which is on ſo many accounts 
reprehenſible; and we call upon the national aſ- 
ſembly to join with us, in the ſolemn demand we 
addreſs to the executive power, that the principles 
of this compoſition, which have been pretended to 
be the baſis of the national pert be lifted 
to the bottom. 
When a man cannot want to be informed, that 

the ſound part of an enlightened people looks with 
abhorrence upon the principles, upon which it is 
intended to form a certain ſyſtem of government, 
what name ſhall we beſtow upon his impudent re- 
ſiſtance to the deſires of the people? 

When a man, an hundred times convicted of 
errors proceeding from ignorance, of errors pro- 


geeding from pride, of errors proceeding from 17. 
reſolution, 
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reſolution, n les a {ſimple SBvertiferiicht * for 2 
ſerious perſecution, and glories i in the repetition of 
falſhoods that have been often refuted, how can 
7 man lay claim to the ſmalleſt indulgence? 1 00 

When a man, whoſe buſineſs it is to ſtate a 
L 1 5 l wanders into the 8 of 
of receipts * e is it not 8 
he aſpires to an more than the mere dane 
of miniſter ? «S114 499 

When a man has written a book to poveylthat 
"the deficit amounts to one hundred and thirty mil- 
Hons," and a memoir in which he reduces it to 
"fifty-fix J is it not clear, that in one of theſe in- 
"flances he has advanced an unfounded affertion ? 
Who then will prove to the ſtates- general, that the 
man, who deceived himſelf two years ago, des 
deceive himſelf now? © | 

When the object of a man's empoß et- is to 
Me his real opinion, at the ſame time that he 
| appears to diſcloſe it, is it not probable, that he 
bas no confidence in his own plans; and that he 
0 ſecuring an aſylum for his Ng in x caſe of a 
Pe, 


1 F e F £+2,330,900. | 
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By what fatal incantation does this man ſtill 
faſcinate, us? Raiſed tg. power in conſequence: of 
one of thoſe cabals,. of which courts themſelves are 
often the earlieſt victims, we forget, that he is 
ſtained in the eyes of the nation with the political 
crime, of having diſplaced the moſt virtuous of her 
miniſters *, the miniſter, to wWhoſe principles ſhe 
has now recourſe, and whoſe plans the director 
5 general has no other merit than that of ſervilely 
copying. 
Enriched with his ſpoils, he ne of * 
as as he pleaſes; he ſuppreſſes, he rejects, he disjoints 
and he alters. He is attacked on all ſides, em- 
barraſſed, driven to his laſt reſource, his pride for- 
bids him to vindicate himſelf, and that very pride 
_ delivers us from his adminiſtration. He withdraws 
to his temporary retreat, at once to avenge himſelf, 
and to reveal to Europe in a voluminous perform- 
ance our misfortunes, our errors and our vulner- 
able places. | 
He hurries to Paris to foment, to cheriſh, to 
inflame the intrigues, which his book had occa- 
fioned ; ; to revive a party that was almoſt] expir- 
ing, and to commence a clandeſtine war againſt 
whoever ſhould fill the office of miniſter. he ; 
largeneſs of his fortune was but too favourable to 
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this thirſt of intrigue; he aſſiſted its operation by 
that auſterity of manners, the well known and 
principal engine of ambition; and he gained to him- 
ſelf a party in that prouder claſs of mankind, whoſe 
incurable diſeaſe is the deſire to protect, and who 
are ever attaching themſelves to talents unaſſiſted 
by birth, or birth unornamented by talents. 

By his books, his emiſſaries, and a few oſten- 
tatious liberalities, he ſecured the favour of 
the people. The provinces in particular proſ- 
trate themſelves before the uſeleſs idol. A man 
of genius, but unguarded and imprudent *, makes 
a blot in his favour. Immediately he adopts a pro- 
ceeding, which may procure him the honours of 
exile, and exile attaches to his party the fort ene- 
mies of the exiſting government. | 

Fortune places at the helm of affairs che ** 
ae of all miniſters f. Every fault he com- 
mits is the ſource of a new regret, and a pretence 
for recalling the ſtateſman and the man, to conſult 
upon the deſperate caſe of the republic. Thoſe, 
who were juſtly inimical to two turbulent ſatraps, 
unite themfelves with his implicit partiſans. A 
religious book had come in the interval to ſwell 
the fanaticiſm; the diſorder became preſſing; the 
crifis was terrible; the provinces grew weary with 


* Mr. de Calonne. ba? + Nr. de Brienne. 
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perpetual change; they addreſſed themſelves to the 
heart of the king. Endued with peculiar ſenſibili- 
ty, he diſobeys the conviction of his own mind, 
that he may ſatisfy his miſguided ſubjects; and, 
blotting from his memory what kings rarely for- 
get, he permits a fortunate rd to 1 nber 
at his footſtool. 

That tranquility, that was now to return among 
the provinces, fails to return; the intereſt of the 
national debt, which was now to be paid, is not 
paid; credit, which was now to revive, does not 
revive ; that confidence, which was now to unite 
every deſcription of ſubjects, is no Where to 1 
found. | * 

On the contrary, an aſſembly preparatory to 
the ſtates- general ſinks into the moſt ſhameful 
inefficiency, and it becomes neceſſary to diſſolve 
it, that one part of it may not ſecede from an- 


other. The nation is alarmed by the undue favour 


granted to a bank *, of which the miniſter had 
propheſied the fall, after having retarded the inſti- 
tution. A myſterious and crafty regulation is made 


public, which is interpreted and reinterpreted, 


without ever diſcovering its meaning. The troubles, 
which have diffuſed themſelves among the provin- 


ees; the natural cauſes of theſe ſeditions, Which 


'* The caiſſe d' eſcompte. 
| for 
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for a century paſt have been periodical, and to 
which future ages will be equally expoſed, till an 
adminiſtrarion, ſo often warmed by experience, 
thall oppoſe abundant magazines to the ſeverity of 
the ſeaſons; were unforeſeen and unprovided for. 
What ſtrange and obſtinate blindneſs has ſeized 
upon the nation? When comes this incredible 
patience of liſtening for three hours to a preceptor 
that dogmatiz es, inſtead of a ſteward that delivers 
in his account? An aobſcure and unknown plebeian 
lords it over the nobility. of France; a proteſtant 
inſtructs her clergy in the principles of religion; a 
banker dictates conſtitutional maxims to the bert 
nation in Europe. 
Hiſtory undoubtedly furniſhes various te | 
of ambitious miniſters, who have directed in ſecret 
the reins of a government, which the hand of the 
monarch has appeared to graſp ; but it was reſerv- 
ed for our days to fee an individual diſplay this ar- 
rogant ambition, and diftribute their taſk to twelve 
hundred repreſentatives, tell them what to think, 
circumſcribe them within certain bounds, and ren- 
der them, not the artiſans of their future proſperity, 
but the approvers of a plan already digeſted. 
It is then become neceſſary to ſhow, that this 
fpeech, abounding in miſtaken principles, is not 
way 2 in n poley dut il timed and 1 irreve- 
es 
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rent to the nation, the monarch and every order 
in the ſtate; and, as it has been pompouſſy an- 
nounced; and delivered as the baſis of the operations 
to be adopted, it is but juſt to anatomiſe it, and to 
ſhow the character of 1 its author i in its e co- 
i Al ebenda 33 fl | | 
And let no man _ me, that the 140 of the peo- 
ple is to be treated with forbearance. That is an 
argument, that had never much weight with minds 
of native force; at the moment that the nation is 
aſſembled, it is abſolutely nugatory. The nation 
owes no reſpect, but to the law; no kindneſs, but 
to him that ſupports it; no eſteem, but to virtue; 
no confidence, but to patriotiſm. Intrigue ef- 
fends us, pretenſion wearies, pride repels, and 
chicanery alarms us; in the ſame manner as ſin- 
cerity and frankneſs conſtitute the infallible road 
to our approbation and applauſe. taco 


0 F ) What could we anſwer to ach an ebene 
Phe? p. 86. 


LT appears every day, that the reputation of 
Mr. Necker is greater than his merit. It was 
ſuppoſed, that he had a ſyſtem of conduct ingeni- 
ouſly concealed ; and the friends of their country 
were grateful to him for his management. in ag- 
commodating himſelf to different parties. It was 
believed, 


„ 
believed, that, when the ſeaſon came, he would 


declare his ſentiments frankly and explicitly. That 


moment is arrived, it is preſent, and he ſtill ad- 
heres to his ambiguity of deciſion. Some have 
imputed it to a want cf courage; others to views 
ſecretly favourable to the ariſtocracy ; a third ſort 
to his predominant love of office. The truth is, 
that he has no more the plan of a conſtitution in 
his head, than you will be ale to find it in this laſt 
diſcourſe. He has arranged a few ideas upon the 
ſubject of finance; he has uſed order and method 
in the public receipts and expenditure; and the 
miniſter is nothing more than a good book- keeper, 
an exact paymaſter, a faithful receiver and an ho- 
neſt caſhier. So true it is, that the occupations 
of an early life, the firſt talents we are enabled to 
diſplay, reproduce themſelves in many different 


: 2 and, decorated in the charms of ſelf- love and 
vanity, appear all- ſufficient, prompt us to under- 


take every enterpriſe, to accept every ſpecies of 
truſt. The integrity of Mr. Necker, his elo- 
quence laborious but genuine, his character pa- 
tient but pliable, his ſucceſs, his wealth, his ere- 
dit, his friends, his admirers, his very enemies, 
have all contributed to deceive him. Miſtaken in 
the eſtimate of his own ability, how could he avoid 
miſleading others? It is to circumſtances alone we 
owe * — of his crime and of our miſtake, 

We 
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We wanted an 83 man: an honeſt man pre- 
ſents himſelf, and we make of him a divinity. I 
have myſelf no perſonal knowledge of the miniſter: 
but I will venture to predict, that the only means 
of giving permanency to the deception, into which 
he has rather been drawn, than has deſignedly 
cauſed; the only means to ſtop the flight of public 
opinion, which is now on the wing, and which, 
enraged with its firſt miſtake, will make the mi- 
niſter as univerſally odious as he has been popular; 
the only meaſure which he can now adopt, is, to 
perſuade, the ſovereign of the neceſſity of uniting 
himſelf with the commons, for the purpoſe of 
| eſcaping from national bankruptcy, from civil war, 
and from all the calamities that impend over the 
empire. Does the king refuſe? Mr. Necker has 
nothing-to do but reſign, if he would ſecure tp 
himſelf the merited regrets of the whole nation, — 
We will mention a few only of the many advan- 
tages that will reſult from ſuch a conduct. The 
anxiety, the chagrin, the ſhackles, that he former- 
ly encountered; the obſtacles once oppoſed to him 
and once ſurmounted, his induſtry, his patience, 
his firmneſs, will otherwiſe be for ever loſt to his 
character and his fame. But let us conſider him 
as proceeding in the way we recommend, and we 
ſhall ſee him by one action ſecuring to himſelf 
eternal honour. The work of the conſtitution is 
Vol. I. 8 above 
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above. ef besen and out of the department” of 
rmed in the ſtates 
general, 20 10 nation meanwhile will refer all 
their gratitude to Louis the Sixteenth and Mr. 
Necker. The talents he poſſeſſes are ſufficient 
for his place; they will continue to be exaggerat- 
ed, and he need not fear the future detection of 
their poverty. His very faults will be applauded, 
as ſo many means employed by ww to arrive the 
more ſurely at the object in view. In a word Mr. 
Necker perhaps holds in his diſpoſal the deſtiny of 
F rance, but afſuredly he is at this moment maſter 
of his own. One bold and courageous word ſe- 
cures it; but it muſt be faid quickly, and this 
page will not be read by the public, before he has 
Either ſeized upon or loſt the happieſt occaſion, 
that ever preſented itſelf to a n ee after 
* and renoẽwn.— Pre BE ee, 

This note 75 extrafted From a ein "upon the 
admin: ration 1 Mr. tad which * 2 
be publiſhed. . 
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Ts reflection is not to be applied to certain 

'- fnaller productions, the contents of which are on- 
wi elegant tranſlation, or liberal imitation. It is of 
no 0 al importance to introduce into France truths 
already 
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already familiar in happier n becauſe thoſe 
ne are poſſeſed of the bleſſings of Ii bert). 


000 But « pomphin has ee b. 143.1 


ONE of thoſe extraordinary. men, that all the 
wad talks about, that few underſtand, and fewer 
ſtill are capacitated to judge of with impartiality, 
He is confidered as a writer, eager after glory; 
riſking extraardinary opinions for the fake of ex- 
citing public curioſity, which can no longer be en- 


gaged but by bold aſſertions and paradoxes. He 


is regarded as a rigid economiſt, repreſenting to 
Himſelf abuſe on every ſide, and ſeeking to intro- 
duce an imaginary perfection, which writers may 
admire in their cloſet, but which is altogether in- 
compatible with human weakneſs. Men figure 
him to themſelves as a ſpirit, bold even to temerity, 


tormented with deſires after liberty, toleration and 


public happineſs ; eager to ſurmount the counter 

action of circumſtances, and to abridge the i 
progreſs of time, that is accuſtomed to gain over 
the minds of men only by dint of perſeverance and 
patience. Perhaps I have myſelf adopted a part of 
theſe ideas reſpecting him. Some objections how- 
ever have occurred to me. Few writers, faid 1 
to myſelf, have been ſo well informed relpecking 


the ſubjects they treat. Many people cenſure, but 
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nobody anfwers him; unleſs indeed we ſhould dig- 


nify with the title of anſwer paſquinades and abuſe. 


This objection has led me to examine the man 
more cloſely; and the following is the reſult of my 
conjectures. I ſuſpect him of meditating a revolution 
in politics, as Voltaire produced a revolution in opi- 
nion, and Rouffeau in the conduct of domeſtic life. 


_ Convinced that almoſt every thing in government 
ſtands in need of reform, he has perceived in himſelf 


the talent to detect abuſes, the courage to proclaim 


them, the genius to remedy them. Anxious for 


no other deference than that which reſults from 
acknowledged capacity, for no other fortune than 
that which his parents could not withhold from 
him, for no other indulgence than the liberty to 


think and to ſpeak, he aſſumes to be the organ of 


truth; to ſupply what miniſters cannot do, who, 


even for the ſake of the people, are obliged to qua- 
lify and preſent imperfectly the ſources of happi- 
neſs; what the courtier cannot do, becauſe his 
trade is inſinuation, becauſe his buſineſs is gratitude, 
becauſe his ſervice only is paid for and his opinion 
1s gratuitous ; what the philoſopher cannot do, be- 


cauſe he compounds with the cenſure of the world, 


_andacquires the right of publiſhing uſeful hints by | 
the ſuppreſſion of tranſcendant truths. 


For the proper diſcharge of ſuch an office what 
is it that is neceſſary? a comprehenſion, profound, 
exten- 


3 


1 


extenſive, capable of perceiving at once the con- 
cealed purpoſe of him that propoſes a meaſure, the 
true motive of him that adopts it, and the intereſt 
that the people have in its execution: a manly and 
energetic eloquence, which boldly unmaſks volun- 
tary error, . which enlightens without irritating the 
ſovereign, who is rendered for a moment the ac- 
complice of that error, and which inſpires courage 
into the people, ſpectators of the efforts that are 
made for their liberty and their welfare: an expe- 
rienced pen, which ſtates connectedly and with 
perſpicuity the principles upon which the legiſlator 


ought to proceed, and ſecures his aſſent, by de- | 


monſtrating to him, that theſe principles are the 
genuine ſources of public felicity. The three ad- 
vantages I have enumerated will hardly be mne 
to the man under conſideration. 

T will confeſs, that the warmth of his temper 
ſometimes hurries him beyond the eſtabliſned rules 
of politeneſs. But ſhall trivial errors make us for- 
get the true nature of the queſtion ; and, becauſe 

he is not perfect, ſhall we infer,” that he may not 
be extremely uſeful, that he has not in him the 
true ſeeds of a miniſter, that he does not familiariſe 
both ſovereigns and ſubjects with the language of 
independency, that he does not render to the world 
one of thoſe ſervices that ſhe receives once in an 
. Can we be ignorant, that his treatiſe upon 

Obs bo E Lettres 


Lettres de Cachet excited that fermentation, which 
has at length for ever deprived, a, deſpotical admi- 
niſtration of this odious engine Can we be i igno- 
rant, that his Doubts Concerning the Schelde gave 

a vehement ſhock to the deſpotic diſpoſition, that 
deſired to engroſs to itſelf the property of which 
this river is the depoſit, and gave conviction to 
the perſons who oppoſed that diſpoſition? Can 
we be ignorant, that his efforts againſt ſtock- job- 
bing prevented the eſcape of immenſe ſums, that 
were ready to deſert the kingdom, and ſtopped a 
multitude, of credulous citizens, who were hurry 
ing themſelves, down the precipice? But what 
muſt we think of his unconquerable love: of Para- 
dox! Let us reflect in the firſt place, that this i is 
the appellation we beſtow upon whatever runs | 
counter to received opinions, that received opini- 
ons are commonly the fruit of prejudice and error, 
and that we cannot be put upon our guard againſt | 
them, without the. commiſſion of ſome. degree of 
violence upon ordinary habit and cuſtom, 8 

Nothing is more rare, than a man of true force 
__ elevation; nothing is. more rare, than the 
union of theſe qualities with induſtry and applica- 
tion; nothing is more rare, than to join to a com- 
prehenſive intellect and profound ſcience an unal- 
terable;courage, a complete ſuperiority, to. the; al- 
lurements of the world; nothing is more rar rotting 
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to add to theſe extraordinary requiſites an ardent 


and impetuous eloquence, that ſubjugates the opi- 
nions of mankind; in fine, nothing is more rare, 
than to poſſeſs in conjunction with this that inde- 


pendence of the world, which canvexiſt but juſt 
ſo far as fortune has provided before your birth for 
your phyſical exiſtence. Behold then a being ele- 
vated above the reſt of mankind! What uſe has 
he hitherto made of his talents? He has devoted 
them to the ſervice of kings, who are their own 
miniſters'; of miniſters in thoſe countries, where 
kings are like gods, always overſhadowed with 


their immortal glory; of induſtrious citizens, from 


whom activity and craft had oy ſtolen * the 
fruit of their labours. 

News writers and gazetteers may ſuppoſe that 
his pen is the ſlave of circumftances, and alter- 
nately engaged on one fide and on the other; they 
are perfectly at liberty, if ſuch tales can be of ſer- 
vice to their publications. But there is an order 
of men, that believe in facts and not in miſrepre- 
ſentations, whoſe confidence is regulated by the 
uſe men make of their talents, who by means of 
the work are enabled to read in the ſoul of its au- 
thor, to aſcertain his intentions and ce d AC- 
quainted with his principles. 10 905 

We everlaſtingly talk of the beauty of Kyle 4 bf 
rad 8 of ideas, and never of that intellectual 
12 | courage, 
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courage, which is a ſpecies of heroiſm of more 
worth than that of Alexander and Bayard. With 
what ſpirit for example can we praiſe a d' Alem 
bert, the ſervile flatterer of kings in public, their 
fworn enemy in the intimacy of private converſa- 
tion; ever ſtudious of his peace, of his glory, of 
the means of eſcaping from criticiſm and cenſure, 
an4 never affording a thought to the rights of truth 
and the demands of the people; of misfortune the 
timid and cowardly friend, but opening both his 
arms to receive him who en ee _ 
ſhoulders of patronage? ' 

There is need of Courage, wadis no ee 400 
of courage, to be the firſt to launch a truth upon 


the ocean of mind; or even to- riſk an opinion, 


from the diſquiſition of which benefit may reſult. 


Every new principle at its firſt appearance is either 


ſuffered to paſs without notice, or received with 
ſhouts of ridicule and contempt. He who advances 
it, is ſure to be the butt of a thouſand: ſarcaſms, 
unleſs indeed his reputation procures him reſpect, 
and then it is ſtated as an error, which has inſinu- 
ated itſelf into the writings of a man of genius. 
On the other hand, if a celebrated name do not 
furniſh a paſſport to the aſſertion, it becomes the 
object of univerſal attack; its author is the firſt 


victim to the popular fury, and it is not till ang 


After, that herecovers the ground he has loſt.. 


n Above 
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Above all, nothing is ſo eaſy and commodious 
as to be the ſworn panegyriſt of whatever a mo- 
narch thinks proper to do; the indulgent advocate 
of manners and laws as they are, and the eloquent 
defender of eſtabliſhed power. Every body has a 
tranſient pity for an unfortunate man who is un- 
juſtly condemned to die; but it is rare to find a 
courageous magiſtrate, who adventures to untie 
from the wheel three miſerable wretches ready to 
expire under the hand of the executioner. Go- 
vernments have a cold forbearance for thoſe, who 
pretend that the depoſitaries of power are not infal- 
ble; but they heap with unbounded liberality 


their diſtinctions and favours upon the crafty knave, 


who acknowledges their perfection. They permit 
the ſale of a book that juſtly cenſures their errors, 
and they do not ſtretch out the hand of power but 
againſt him who reveals firſt and leading truths ; 
but they proſtitute titles, places and penſions upon 
the mercenary writer, who ſacrifices liberty upon 
the altar of the throne, who pleads the cauſe of 
injuſtice and defends the infraction of treaties, 
I repeat again in favour of the antagoniſts of 
the count de Mirabeau, that I believe his youth 
was not exempt from imprudence; that I am ſa- 
tisfhed that his mind, rather ſuſceptible than iraſci- 
ble, has ſometimes exceeded the juſt principle of 
n defence; that reflection has repeatedly 
55. taught 
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ih Vo certain paſſes in his writ⸗ 
ings. But T think, that the greatneſs of his talents 
une Vale en thoſe wii ve that he writes 
wither) rid Conbictieh; that his prineiples 
form a whole; that his fem upon toleration afl 
tiberty preſents us with fimple reſources arid att 
odvicus"pradticability.  T think, that we are inte- 
reſted in the proſperity of talents, that are conſe.” 
erated in ſome ſort to the illumination of mankind, 
and able to Thy Ek —— of the great Work 
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6 Mr. Bergelle, ie with a double anxiety 
for utility and. for reputation; uniting with a 
confidence in his own ſtrength that ardent activity 

to which difficulty i is as nothing; and to that time 
known only by his precipitate; converſion to a pre- 
_ tended diſcovery; thought himſelf called to fill the 
iplendid character, which Elijah de Beaumont, 
Loyſeau and others had played with ſo much ap- 
Plauſe. The cauſe. of his client, little intereſting | 
in itſelf, appeared to him capable of being made ſo 
by the chatacter of the perſons concerned. He 
undertook it with more eagerneſs than deliberation, 
and opened it, without ſubmitting himſelf to the 


forms, from which we hardly ever de- 


Att * ; : part 
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part with impunity. The refitude bin 


led him to deſpiſe danger, and his ardour gave him, 
no time to obſerve, that he was himſelf. betraying 
his ſecret, motive in his two firſt memorials, in 
which he introduced two fragments, one upon 
adultery and another upon politics, and evinced an 
intention of fixing upon the orator. the regards of 
the public. His end was anſwered; his perſonal 


ſucceſs, made him loſe fight of the true means of 


defending his client; he gave every thing to elo- 


quence and nothing to argument; epiſode ſueceed- 
ed epiſode, and the principal object was forgotten, 
for the ſake of the intrigue with mademoiſelle de 
Beaumarchais and the ragen of madame Four- 
nel. For the cunning Beaumarchais, he inde ed 
| hazarded a few ill conceived jeſts, but he did not 
give up the letters, the fundamental materials of 
the ſuit, and, as the judges were bound to pto- 
nounce upon facts and not upon phraſes, the orator” 
was neceſſarily defeated. When reaſon and clo- 
quence unite their forces, their ſucceſs is ure; 
but, if they divide, the firſt argues without inte- 
3 us, and the laſt intereſts without convincing 
Mr. Bergaſſe is a man of talents; but he is 
colllly unqualified for the affairs of the bar and 
the affairs of the ſtate, What he ſays, he ſays- 
per fectly well; but what he ſays is nothing to the 
purpoſe. In the buſineſs of human life his- Ce 18 
1280 Uke 
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like that of certain writers, who are ſo unlucky as 
never to think of the proper word. In the age of 
polite writing, Mr. Bergaſſe would have been a 
celebrated man; but he came into the war: hve 
and Ny yur too late. 


| Letter to Mad. de — pon the Decree of 
2 April, in the affair of Mr, de Koruman. 
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